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) PREFACE -

The purpose of this study is to present a reasonably
detailed account of the employment of the lst Armored Division
as an integral part of the tank - infantry - artillery - eng-
jneer team which drove strong, determined German forces from |
ROME to the ALPS during the Italian Campaign of World War II.

The narrative cdvers the period 3 June 1944 to 2 May
1945, describing (1) the exploitation following the breakout
from the ANZIO BEACHHEAD; (2) the pursuit .beyond ROMB; (3)
the drive through hastily prepared enemy mountain positions
south of the ARNO LIVER line; (4) the push from the ARNO
through the formidable mountain defenses of the GOTHIC LINB;
(5) the stalemated winter warfare in the high NORTHELN APPENNINES ;
and (6) the rapid breakout into the PO VALLEY, drawing the
campaign to a glorious conclusion,

The scope of this study is limited since it is based

on unit after action reports and histories; a limited number of

statements and writings of cumpaign participants, observers
and his£orians; and the semi-annual reports of the Chief of
Staff U. S. Army. Thec very important role of infantry and

other ground units, supporting arms and éervices, and higher

headquart-rs is not discussed in detail,
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CHAPTER 1
II'TRODUCTION

The Allied armies moved forward on 11 May 1544, after
h-rd and bitter fighting during the winter months in the mount-
ains of southern ltaly, AWZIO forces, spearheaded by the U,S,
1st Armored Division, struck out 12 days later and reached ROME
on 4 June. Just two days after the fall of the first axis Cap-
it=l the greatest invasion force in history landed on the shores
of NOLEMAWDY to deliver the final blow to GERMANY, The march to
BZRLIY, the hendqunrters of Adolph Hitler, the man who came closer

to conquering the globe than any other man in history, was on!

World War II Build Up,

Hitler's foréos had. bccupied the HEIFELAND, AUSTRIA and
CZZCHOSLOVAXIA without mili%ary opposition, In September 1939 arm-
ored spearherds rolled across the German border and sliced through
POLAWDs WORWAY and DERMARK were occupied later with little diff-
iculty: HOLLAND? BELGIUM snd LUXEMS0URG then fell to the Hazi
invndiers, In June of 1940 panzer divisions turned the MAGINOT
LINE rnd raced :cross FRAVCS: Zenito Mussolini, who planned to
exprnd his Italisn empire under the cloak of German successes,
Sstabbed Zi.ANCE in the back" by sending troops into the south-
efn border nrea ond joining hands with Hitler to form the Europ-
ean Axis, The "Sattle of ZRITAIN", ten long months of destructive
aerinl warfrre, followed, LUFTYAFFE bombs accounted for 50,000
British lives, but the R.A,F, was victorious and smashed a huge

German invasion fleet before it could leave port,.
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In the neantlne, on ?nother front, the ilazis haa ﬁaken
HUWHGARY, HKUMAWIA ond kULGm{i.A shd had overrun YUGOSLAVIA, GREZCE
-and CRETE by ea rly sunner of lvfl focusing worid attentioh on

the MZDITERRANEAN, - Then, without warning, on 22 June of that

year, Hitler launched his invaSidn.of;RUSSIA: FINLAWD joined

in ~nd the axis boasted the greatest front in ﬁilitary history -
2,000 miles from the ARTIC to the QImCK SEA, The invaders ad-
vanced through Russian-annexed BASTERN POLARD, ESTONIA, LATIIA,.
and LITHEANIA  across WHITS RUSSIA, and into the UXRAINE, 3Before
the end of sunmer German forces had encircled LENINGRAD reached
the outskirts of MOSCOW nnd captured KHAEKOV, Aided by the worst
winter in years, the Russians held in place and then launched &
counter-offensive which initially rolled forward; but under the
full fury of a more powerful Axis assault, the Red Army was forced
slowly to fall back again.

The third big Axis partner, JAPAN, after inflicting con-
siderabdle damage on the U.S, fleet at PEARL HAKBOR, was running
wild in the PACIFIC and FAR EAST at the seme time the Russians
faced this growing crisis, Within six nonths aofter PEARL HARBOR
the Japanecse empire had been extended thousands of miles,

Meanwhile, Axis victories in the battle for control of the
MEDITERDANWZAT, which swept across the rim of WOETH AFRICA six times,
reached a vpedak when a2 surprise thrust captured TOBRUX, threaten-
ing EGYFT and the vitél SUEZ CAWAL. Hitler planned to break through
STALINGHAD ond BGYPT to trap the MIDDLZE EAST in a huge double-

pincer movenent, Mid-1942 wos indeed a black hour, Un=ble to
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1ounch a successful offensive in WESTERN EUKOPE at that tine,
Prime Minister Churchiil and President Roosevelt approved an early
Alljed operation in NOKTH ASRICA to relieve pressure on RUSSIA
and dislocate the southern arm of this gigantic pincer thrust,

At this point the tide of battle turned, RUSSIA'S
heroic defense of STALINGRAD and BRITAIN'S crushing defeat of the
Germans at IL ALEMAIN were closely followed by Allied landings
in MOROCCO nnd ALGERIA on 7 November 1942, The Russians then
unlesshed their great offensive, which was ultimately to lead
them to ZZRLIN, Anglo-American Forces began driving Axis troops
fron NOKTH AFRICA, vhile JAPAY lost ground in the PACIFIC, The
Allies had gained the initiative, forcing the Axis on the Stra-
tegic cdefensive.

Zattle For The MEDITEREAWZAN

Yhile zaining time for the ecross—channel invasion of
WESTERY BUKOPE, it was decided to extend Aliied influence in the
MEDITEN:ALTZAY in order to force ITALY to withdraw from the war
and’furthor)to relicve the pressure on RUSSIA, The greatest
aerial assault in history pounded ¢IRMANY »nd her satellites,
and offensive operations continued in the PACIFIC as the in-
vasion of SOUTHIIN TULOPT was undertaken, Allied forces land-
ed on SICIIY 10 July 1943. The first serious break in the
structure of the Axis ccme when Mussolini was ousted in POME
ten days leter, SICILY fell in 38 days and soon thereafter

the Allies Fifteerth irmy Group invaded SOUTHERE ITALY, The
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nev Itnlion government'éigned an uncon@itipnal surrender on

3 September, the same day the Zritish Eighth Army lended on
‘the toe of.ITALY, Hitler had foreseen this possibility, how
ever, ond had placed a considerable number of troops in SOUTH-
ERW ITALY. In order to permit the Italian Army to stop fighting
and’ to prevent the Germans from quickly seizing key coastal defenses
the surrender was not announced until 8 Septembgr, One day later
the U.S. Fifth Army landed farther up the peninsula at SALERILO
against determined resistance. A costly battle wns fought and
the initiative was regained, but not until ten days later, Fifth
Army captured the port of NAPLES and drove the Germans into the
mountains beyond the VOLTURIO HIVER, and later into their pre-
pa£ed MYINTER LINE". A series of local attacks were carried on
throughout the winter; some of the bitterest fighting in the
entire woar took place at CASSINO, key point at the head of the
LIRI VALLEY and a lorge natural corridor leading to LOME. In
order to disrupt German forces to the rear of the CASSIKO area,
on 22 January 1944 the U.S, VI Corps landed on the beaches near
ANZ10, 25 miles scuth of HOME, but within 2 few deys faced a
strong ring of German defenders., Hore, two bitter battles were
fouzht.

Mhe Italien campeizn, although not the major Allied

effort, played a vital role in the overall strategic plan by

holdin

n

large number of German troops which othervise would
o

w

have reinforced units defending GERMAEY proper, In addition

it bolsterad Allied control of the MIDITERVANTAW =znd provided
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bases essential for the continued aerial offensive against the
heart of Nazi ZULOPE.

"Mud, lountains and Armor™ is the story of the 1st
Armored Division in its battle hgeihst 8 determined enemy,
difficult weather hnd nesr-impossible terrein from KOME to the
SWISS ALPS. (See Map 1,pege9 ).

Backsround, 1st Armored Division,

The 1lst Armored Division was activated in July 1940, under
the commund of Major General 3ruce Magruder; however, it may well
trace its history back to World War I when military mechanization
first began, The War Department began exp-rimenting with nech-
anized forces in 1920. In 1940 the nucleus for the formation of
the 1st Armored Division was supplied by the old 7th Cavalry
Brigade (Mechanized), which included such seasoned regiments as
the 1st Cavalry, the 13th Cavalry, the 6th Infantry,'and the 68th
Field Artillery,l

Immediately upon its activation the lst Armored Division,
"0l¢ ITonsides", began its training under the Armored Force at
FORT KNOX, KEWTUCKY. In September 1941 the civision took part
in the Second Army Meneuvers in LOUISIAWA, It again participated
in maneuvers in the CAKOLIWA MAWSUVER AREA, under the IV Corps,
in Vovember 1941. The division then trained under the Army
Ground Forces from March to April 1942, at which time it was
transferred to FORT DIX, NEW JZRSEY, for more training.. In May
1942 the Divi'sion,..commanded by Major General Orlando VWerd,. left
the UNITED STATES for WORTAZRI IRILAND where it trained prior
to entering-combat in WORTHIRN AFRICA,
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014 Ironsides In Africa.

On 8 Wovember 1942, armpred colunns of the lst Armored
Division landed on the ALGIRIAW coast east and west of ORAN (See
Sketch 1,pageid ). Two days later ORAN was captured intact and
became one of the vital supply points during the entire WORTH
AFRICAN CAMPAIGK. The Division joined up with the British Eighth
Arny, on 7 April 1943, after moving across ALGEZRIA, Although
. some of the fierce eng °gemeqts found the lst Armored Division
on the defensive, such as the historic KASSZPIWE PASS defense,
the Division fought valiant offensive actions at MAKWASSY, EL
GUITTAK and. GAFSA, However, it was not until MATEOR, under the
commanc. of Major Genecral B, N, Hermon, that the 1lst Armored
foughtlas a compact ﬁivision; there, and in thé-subsequent of f-
ensive that smoshed the GERMAN AFLICA Corps, the lst Armored
Division scaled the heights of victorious offensive battle.:3

It was in the AFRICAW CAMFAIGN that lst Armored Div-
ision was the "trial horse" for tha other American armorec
divisions of Worlé Wer II. then this Division entered combat
at ORAN in Wovember 1942, the division was a long way from being
the hard hitting combat team that it later became., During the
WOETH AFRICAN CAMPAIGﬁ a great many innovations in tactics were
experimented with, Tahks were used in every conceivable manner,
mostly without success, The lst Armored was learning the hard
way; the fact that they did learn, improvise, and adgpt them-

selves to each situation is a tribute to the men and officers
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of this fine division, The experiences of this division point—

ed out deficiencies in organization and triining which were later
corrected; the importance of tHe vank infantry team was establish-
ed; in short, from these lessons was derived the pattern for
the new armored division that played such a great part in the
final defeat of the Axis,

Armor In Southern Itely

After the TUVISIAN CAMPAIGN, the 1lst Armored Division
rcorganized, rcequipped, ~nd trained in FRIWCH MOROCCO before
participating in the ITALIAY CAMPAIGH.

When the Division, commanded by Major General Harmon,
enbarked for ITALY, parts of the Division artillery and the eng-
ineer battalion lande with the invasion forces nt SALZRNO on 9
September 1943 (See Sketch 2,page 11 ), The remainder of the
Divisions landed in ITALY in mid-November in the vicinity of
CAPUA, After a brief appenrance at CASSIWO, the Division was

pulled out and sent to the AWZIO Zcachhead, For four months

~
o

it became a highly mobile defense unit, girded constantly for
the eventual brenkthrough and drive up the ITALIAN PENINSULA,
The jump-off crme at 0630, 23 May 1944, with eight companies

of medium tanks abreast, followed by four battalions of infantry
interspersed with companies of lisht tanks which carried the
infantry's heavy weapons, The 1lst Armored Division broke
through the crust the first day, cutting through and capturing

most of the GZRMAL artillery in their sector.4
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Division elements claim to have been the first reconnais-
sance troops inside HOME.z-A scant. five dayé later the division
had strecked 60 miles past the fallen city.5

NOTES FOR CHAPTER I° e

1
Fact Sheet on the 1st Armored Division, prepared by Special

Informction Section, Office of Technical Information, Headquarters
Army Ground Forces, Washington 25, D,C., 25 July 1945.

Ivia.

SIvid

4
*Maj Gen Z.N, Harmon and Milton MacKaye, "We Break out at

Anzio", The Saturdcy Evening -Post,25 September 1948, p. 36.

5bp Cit., Fact Sheet on the lst Armored Division,
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CHAYTER II
PURSUIT TO AND BEYOND ROME

The pursuit action of phe Fifth Arnmy following the
successful breakout from the ANZIO BTACHHFEAD marked an entire-
1y new phase of the Italian Campaign. Tactics of mobile war-
fare, fast moving armored forces; and swift changes in the sit-
wetion marked the action for the first time since the fighting
north of FWAPLES, Pursuit above X0ME was faster and on a greater
scale than that from AFLES to the Winter Line, Once the nmain
German defenses south of HOME had teen smashed, Fifth Army
had the eremy on the run and kept him moving until forced to
pause nlong the line of the ARWO RIVER for necessary resting
regrouping, andé resupply.

Throughout tihis successful campaign, the lst Armored
Division, the only armored division in Fifth ~rmy, played a
stellar role, Combnt Commonds of the Division spearheaded
the Corps drives throughout, exceit for short periods spent
in Army reserve for nuch needeé maintenince, rest, and re-
organization.

Smashing Final Germen Defenses South of ROMZE

Thé attack to free American troops from their ANZIO
BEACHHEAD "prison™ had began on 23 May 1944 and was success-—
ful from the outset, Combat commands & and 3 of the 1lst
Armored Division led the VI Corps advence astride Eighway
7.' Task Force Howze, made up of the remrinder of the lst
Armored Division's combat elements wes rcmong the lerding

elements of II Corps driving north along Highwey 6,.
12




Ry 31 May Fifth Army was ready for the last, nll-out
attack to free ROME. Accordingly General Mark Clark, the Fifth
Army Commander, ordered new offensives to crush the German
Fourteenth Army and to exploit by all possible means every
opportunity to destroy the enemy.

VI Corps woas to attack on 1 June to secure that part
of the COLLI LAZIALI hill mass in its zone of action, It was
then to drive forward with the'utmost; speed to cut the routes
of enemy withdrawal through ROME, On the north side of COLLI
LAZIATLT II Corps was to block all enemy traffic on Highway 6
by securing the high ground north of VALMONTONE, It wes also
to be prepared on Army order to pursue and annihilate German
forces withdrawing across its front,

Proceeding generally on the basis of these instructions
Fifth Army troops smashed the main German defenses south of
LOME. By the evening of 3 June it was clear thét all along
the Army front the enemy was withdrawing in defeat..

The lst Armored Division In The Liberntion Of ROME

II Corps' final drive on ROME involved a great wheeling
movement from north to west as its divisions entered the narrow
corridor between COLLI LAZIALI ond the hills at TIVOLI, The
85th and 88th Division delivered thes main attack. To spear-
head the drive up Eighwaey 6 II Corps employed Task Force Howze,
which for this operation consisted of:

34 Zattalion, 13th Armored Zegiment

Company A,, 8lst Armored Recornaissance 3attnlion

13




Attached:

1lst Zattalion, 7th Infantry

1lst Sattalion, 349th Infantry

756th Tank Battalion

A tattalion from 6th Field Artillery Sroup,
Task Force Howze was further attached to the lst Special Service
Force (See .Annex No.4,p. xxxviii). Corps order specified phase
lines to coordinate the attack but units ‘were not to halt until
they reached the final phase line short of ROME, the north-south
road passing through TOR SAPIZWZA (See Map 0, Page33).

Company 4, 8lst Armored Reconnaissance Battalion led
the way up Highway 6, followéd by tanks of the task force =2t
a pace of five to seven miles per hour. The accompanying in-
fantry was hard pressed to keep up, anﬁ as a result the tanks
were stopped beyond COLONWA by snipers and anti-tesnk guns, When
the infantry come up, they moved through the tanks, located in
partial defilade on each side of the road, and by combined act-
ion with the tank fires forced the enemy to withdraw,

The advance then continued until derk agninst stiff
opposition, especiclly from the north where the uvermans were
gucrding their escape route below TIVOLI, During the after-
noon three tank %battlestook place on Highway 6 west of COLOWEA
tut by derk Task Force Fowze held the crossroads at OSTERIA
FINOCCHIO. At 0200,4 June, the 1lst Special Service Force
resumed the attack and 'in two hours pushed on to the final
line .near TOR SAPIENZA. 3

14




"II.Corps! successful drive around the north side of

COLLYI LAZIALI forced stubborn enemy forces-in:front of-VI
Corps to beat a hasty retreat. VI Corps infantry immediately
followed up the enemy withdrawal, but by evening, 3 June,
contact was ‘lost, The .lst Armored Divieion, with the 135th
Infantry attached, follﬁwed the infantry advance preparatory
to passing through the 45th Division along the ALBANC road
near the CANUVIO railroad line, Late in the evening the Div-
jsion crossed the railrond and went into temporary bivouac
areas awaiting orders for the dosh to ROME,

General Clark‘issued final instructions for the drive
on ROME early on 4 June, His directive defined zones of action
for .Fifth Army units, prescribed a phase line rorth of ROME,
and emphasized the vital necessity of seizing the TISEK bridges.
The fall of EOME was o forgone conclusion, The important point
now was to secure bridging sites over the TIBER in order that
Fifth Army might continue the pursuit without interruption, All
units were ordered to be ready to push armored raconnaissance
columns forwerd rapidly to seize and secure crossings in their
respective zones.4

In the VI Corps zone the drive which resulted in the
capture of LOMZ was led by the 1st Armored Division which re-
ceived road priority on Highway 7. Combat Command.A on the right
was composed of the lst Armored Resgiment and.the 135 Iafantry, ..
34th Division., CC3 on ‘the left was made up of the lst Pattalion,

13th Armored Regiment, the 3d Zattalion, lst Armored Regiment;

ané the 6th Armored Infamtry, moving in column of battalions
15




close behind the tanks. The 3d Battalion of the armored in-
fentry was to procced on foot and the 2d 3attalion in holf-
track personnel carriers,

Just after midnight the night of 3-4 June, after having
received several orders and counter—orders, the combat commands
were directed to attack at 0345, 4 June., In CCA a "flying col-
umn" composed of one compeny each of tank, armored infantry
and engineers and a platoon of tank destroyers moved out at
0130 for ALLASO, Yo opposition was met as far as the town,
for the infentry had clesred the road and pushed patrols into
ATCANC itsesrf early in the morning,

The advance guard therefore ﬁurned northwest from ALBANO
on Highway 7, followed by a second force composed of the 2d
Battalion, lst Armored Regiment, and the 1st Battalion, 135th
Infantry. Below CASTZL GANDOLFO the advance guard was held up
vjust before noon by three Mark VI tanks with snipers, This
enemy force cnused the column to halt temporarily three more
times before resching the outskirts of ROME, Here the 337th
infantry, 85th Division, had already eliminated the major op=-
position, lence, after one brief fire fight at the entrance

to the city, CCA rollel through Porta San Giovanni into the city

at about 1800, Making their way through the crowded, winding
streets, the tanks secured the approaches to PONTE SANT AEGELo;
POITE U=EKT0 I, and PONTE CAVOUR over the TI-ZR before mid-
night,

CC3, which noved out at 0346, at first met only mines
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on the road curvin,; along the slopes southwest of ALZANO, dut
as it turned west toward the TIXER it began to mect small-arms
opposition, At an enemy strongpoint five miles west of ALHANO
the main forces of the spearhead were forced to deploy and fight
a running battle until after noon, At 1330 Company A, 13th Arm-
ored ﬁegimentg ant a platoon of tank destroyers moved to the
south outskirts of EOME, followed later by the 2d Battalion,
6th Armored Infantry, in half-tracks, While these forces gained
control of PONTS PALATINO and other bridges in the southern
part of the city, the rest of CC3 moved out at 1500 in three
columns to secure the two major TIZZR crossings south of ROME,
Minor eneny resistance caused occasional delay, but the afmor
held its objectives by 1800,

For the II Corps drive into the Zternal City, Task
Force Howze was divided and then married-up with other units,-
On Hjghway 6 two companies of the lst Regiment, 1st Special
Service Force, moved out at 0440, 4 June, riding on the tanks
of two com.anies of Task Force Howze's 13th Arnmored Regiment
and in ei, ht armored cars of Conpany A, &lst Armored Recon-
naissance Tattalion, This force nede Trapid proiress until it
reached the road junction west of CEJTOCZLLE at 0615, Here
anti—tank fire knocked out the two leadin;; tanks, and the
infantry deployed under heavy small arms fire, CEFTOCEILE
proved to be strongly defended, Wot until after 0930, when
a special force of the 88th Division driving over fron the
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VIi PHRESESTINA arrived; was any further progress made;

The two 1st Special Service Force companies and the Task
Force Howze elements attacked west at 1100 and slowly drove
through the enemy opposition, At 1530 the lst Zattalion, 351st
Infantry, launched a final attack to the west; Zatween them
the two drives troke the last enemy resistance, and the 1lst Reg-
iment,; 1lst Special Service Force, passed through to the north-
west to a road junction on VIA PHENZSTLWA at the edge of the
city proper at 1700, Here it net the 24 an® 34 Régiments with
the infantry elements of Task Force Howze, which had secured &
Acrossin@ over the ANIENE RIVIER north of TOR SAPIZNZA in the
morning and in the afternoon had driven west,

Ty 1900 II Corps units were entering ROME all along the
Corps front, and by 2300 held all the bridges over the TIBER in
the Corps zone.

Iy micni ht 4 June troops of Fifth Army stood at the
TILE from its mouth to the Junction with the ANIENS RIVEE.

Pursuit Worth From ROME

-— e,

Few trooms had gone far bveyond the TIZZH on 4 June,
and all units were ordered to push out the following day to
secure a bridgehend over the river to a minimum depth of 6
miles, (See Map WO, 2, page 34 ), -On 6 June the chase was
continued by all units-in‘thnir‘resPective zones until new

instructions from General Clark late that doy directed that

. faster, more mobile troops be employed in the pursuit.

The Znemy Situation

As it fled north from ROME the Fourteenth German Army
18




could be considered an army in name only. From 11 May through

4 June 1944, the German Armies in Italy had lost more than 1500
vehicles, 110 field artillery pieces, 125 self-propelled artillery
and anti-tank guns, 122 tonks, and over 15,000 prisoners of war,
Ceosunlties in killed =nd wounded ware much greater,

The vast majority of these losses had occurred in the
Fourteenth Army, and of its field divisions only the Herman
Goering Panzer Parachute Division still remained an effective
fighting uwnit. It was estimatedAthat four German divisions
could be written off as virtually destroyed with five others
in serious condition from the poundings they kad teken in the
Allies' spring drive, On 6 June the German High Command relieved
General Everhard von Mackensen and placed Lt. General (General
of the Armored Forces) Joachim Lemelsen in ¢harge of what re-
mained of the Fourteenth Army.

The VI Corvs Zone

The territory northwest of ROMZ on the left of the VI
Corps zone consisted of flat coastal plain, traversed by Hizgh-
way 1 leading to CIVITAYICCHLA and on up the TYRHEJHIAL coast.
Low rolling hills made up the right half, offering little natural
assistance for delaying action and favoring the employment of
armor. The main axis of advance inlend was along a secondary
road branching northwest off Highway 2 about seven miles be-
yond ROME and running through ZrKACCIAND and ORIOLO. ROMANO,
then back to Highway 2 obout four miles below VETRALLA.
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The 34th Division was given the coastal zone; and the
36th Division, the inland zone, The lst Armored Division, under
the command of Major General Zrnest N, Harmon, had the mission
of spearheading the pursuit beyond ROME, Combat Command A, under
Colonel Maurice W, Daniel, consisting of the lst Armored Regiment
and supporting division troops, and the 135th Infantry, attached
from the 34th Division, was assigned to lead the advance in the
zone of the 36th Infantry, Division on the Corps richt flank,

CCB, unler Brigaw« ™ General Frank A, Allen Jr,, made up of the
13th Armored Regiment, the 6th Armored Infantry and supporting
units, was to operate in front of the 34th Division on the left,.
The two infantry divisions were to follow the armor in their
respective zones as rapidly as possible, The 45th Division

was in Corps reserve behind the 34th Division,

At this timg the remaining combat elements of the 1lst
Armored Zivision were similarly involved as Task Force Howze,
attoched to I1 Corps to the rast, Action ofrthis Task Force
is discussed later in this chepter,

cCA end CCL_Sperrhead The VI Corps frive

Ry

On 5 Junc Fifth Army troops sscured a brid;;ehead over

the TIBER to a depth of six niles, VI Corps units encountered
only light enemy resistance:. a fewv towed 88mm and smaller anti-
tank guns, an occasional self-nropelled gun or tank, and scat-
tered infantry and srnipers, However, like a snake trying to
strike a foe through the eye of a needle, the trafiic bottle-

neck in ROIE madeit impossible to unlensh the full striking
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power of the divisions until well into the afternoon, Fut by
2130, 5-Jure, the initial line based on strategic road junctions
~bout six miles northwest of ROME had been secured across the
Corps front.,

At 2100, 5-June, Fifth Army directed VI Corps to push
aggressively ‘as presently deployed and to capture CIVITAVECCHIA,
the scaport city of ROME, as soon as possitle. Corps immed—
jately translated this prod into orders directing that tanks
lead the attacks by doy and that the infantry pass through
the armor at dusk to press forward during the hours of doark-
ness,

At daybreak the next morning, 6 June 1944, CCB's armored
and motorized units pushed rapidly up Highway 1 (See Sketch No X
page 22). They made little contact with the eneny but were
slowed considerably by blown bridges and other demolitions,

In the interest of speed and reduction of traffic the lst Arn—

ored Division linited each combat cormmand to:

1 Mecium Tank -attalion 1 Zndineer Company
1 Infantry Z2attalion 1 Light Tank Company
1 Reconnaissance Company 1 Armored Field Artillery

Zattelion of 105mm self-
sropelled howitzers,

3y nightfall 6 June 1944, both combat commands were nearly
25-miles north of ROME, CC3 in the flat country along Highway 1,
and CCA on the low rolling hills of the Via Claudia enroute to
Highway 2. In accordance with the Corps plan, the 2d and 3d Bat-
‘talions, 168th Infantry, motorized in trucks, passed through CC3B
at zébo and moved up Eighway 1. .Advancing all night against very
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light resistance the:.infantry secured~c;VITAVBec§1A by 1030,. 7
June,

With the capture of CIVITAVECCHIA, Corps ordered CC= to
relinquish the entire left zone to the 34th Division.. CC3 then
crossed into the zone of the 36th Division via VACCIYA and Mt..
CUCCO to assemble behind -CCA in the vicinity of SRACCIANO,.

CCA and the 36th Division, on the right, had matched the
progress of CCB and the 34th Division in spite of difficulties
encountered moving cross—country. by darkness on 6 June 1944, .
CCA hnd cut the main KOMB-bRACCIANO road and fought to the out—
skirts of BRACCIANO itself, Infantry of the 36th Division under
Major Generél Fred L. Walker was to have advanced during the
night to pass through the armor and continue the attack, but
failed to arrive in time, .

CCA consequently jumped off at daylight on 7 June in
three task forces, These smell combined arms teems, designated

~sk Forces A,r, and O, were composed identically of:

1 Medium Tank Company 1 Engineer Flatoon
1 Infantry Company 1 Light Tank Platoon
1 Recoanrissance Platoon 1 Tank Destroyer Platcon (SP)

Tosk Force * pessed through 3RACCINNO, at 0600 followed by Tnsk
Force C, ond headed for MAGZIZFA,  Task Force A established a
temporary road dlock on the road rumning north around LAXE
+HACCIANO until relieved by elements of the 36th Division, .
Task Force 3 captured and consolidated MANZIAWA in mid-
morning after a short action outside the town, Meonvhile, Task

Force C continued on to ORIDLO ROMAO, occupying the town again-

st £licht opposition at 1600. . Iieconnrissance units pushed on to
23



BIATNO ~t dusk where progress was halted by large scale dem-
olitions,

Moving against VZTRALLA on the morning of 8 June, CCA
encountered a fairly strong enemy rear guard nenr the junction
of the road running north out of VEIANO and Highway 2. Tanks,
infantry, and artillery of Task Force A subdued this force after
a three-hour battle, but the delay enabled the bulk of the enenmy
force to retreat through VZTRALLA.

As an ecrly testimonial to the principle of fighting in
column, only Task Force A had deployed in this action, and Task
Force B, which followed close behind, immediately moved through
in column at about 1300 and secur-d VETRALLA by 1600, Capture
of VETRALLA opened the way to the key communication centers of
CANINO and VITER®0, The latter city was included in the II Corps
zone, but since it lay in the path of CCi, Task Force C contin-
ued on toward this important objective, The infantry of this
task force continued to press forward until midnight, then halt-
ed upon coming up against a sizable tank and infantry force atout
a nile and one-half south of VITZKBO, Foilowing their usual
tactics, the Germans withdrew duringy tha lotter prrtlof the night,
In the eorly norning 9 June, Task Force C passed through Tosk
Force B and occupied VITIR30 without resistance by 0650, This
marked the foremost tactical advance of CCA during this phase
of the drive north of ROME,

CCB, as directed, completed its shift and assembled be-

hind CCA during the night of 3-9 June 1944, At 0700, 9 June,
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CCB movaed northwest from VETRALLA to seize TUSCAWIA, using a
rough,. unf1nlshed road cut by innunerable streams and delleS

as an axis of advance, On the southern edge of TUQCAmIA, a
short, fierce fight ensued, but the town was captured by noon, .
By dark, recqnnaissance'had.been pushed to the northwest with-
in a miie of CAIII¥O, Once o;ain the Germans withdrew during
the night, and by 0800, 10 June, CCB finished mopping up CAWIWO
and viecinity.

Late on 9 June, CCA had begun to move back to an area
near LaKE BRACCIANO into Army reserve. 3By the night of 11 June
the remainder of the Division closed in this area,

At 1200, 11 June, IV Corps Headduarters took over command
of the VI Corps zone, and VI Corps Hendquarters shortly there-
after vas assigned to Seventh Army for the invasion of Southern
Francé. When VI Corps left the front, the Army line on the

coostal side had beesn pushed necrly 65 miles north of ROME in
less then a week, The Corps hod secured the two vital object-
jves north of the city - the port of CIVITAVECCHIA enc the air-
fields of VITBRBO.9

Task Force Howze In II Corps Action

After II Corps captured the northeastern section of
ROME late on 4 June, Task Force ﬁowze;.whichlhaa spearhe~ded
the drive up Highway 6, assembled east of the 01ty to reorgan-~
jze. For the pursuit, II Corps wlckeﬁ the 86th ana Q8th Div-
isions to continue northward with the general roed line ORTE-,

qORIA.L‘O-VI"‘ FBO as the obgectlve ond Highway 2 as the principal axss

advance, lQ 4
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The two divisions poured across the TIBTR on 5 June and
vere hord vressed to keep up with the rapidly retrecting foe.

By nightfal%,'forward elements were five miles to the northwest.,
The following day the 85th Division, under Major General John B,
Coulter, advenced in.a column of.regiments. The 338th and 337th
Infoentry followed the 339th Infantry, which sent its battalions
forward in three columns generally astride the axis of Highway 2.
Enemy resistance consisted only of rear guard action plﬁs strong
points at important road junctions. Thus by nightfa11, 6 June,
the 339th Infantry had taken ISOLAlFABEESSE and pushed beyond.

On 7 June, the 337th Infantry, the Division reserve, was
cormitted, passed through the 339th 2nd 238th Infantry Regiments,
and took up the main pursuit along Highway 2. The foot elements
advanced six miles without meeting any opposition, It thus be-
cane evident that the Germans were rapidly moving out of contact
and widening the gop between them and the pursuing troops,

Trsk Force Howze, by this time, had completed its re-
organization, II Corps, seeking to increase its mobile stfiking
power, attnched Task Force Howze to the 85th Division at 1130,

7 June, The task force consisted of : :
3d Battalion, 113th Armored Regiment
12th Arrmored Regiment - Sl S

Detachment, 16th Apmored Ingineer Battalion

Detachment, 47th Armored Medical Battalion
all under command of Colonel Humilton W, Howze, Ccmmanding
Officer, 13th Armored Reginent,

The armor noved as ranidly as possible to an assembly

area neer the head of the division colunn, Meenwhile, the 2d
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Battalion, 237th Infantry, motorized in trucks and supported by
tanks, tank destroyers and a mechanized platoon from the 85th
Reconnaissance Troop, had moved up Highway 2, This combat team
met practically no resistance, and shortly after noon reached
the east shore of LAKE BRACCIANO, After an uninterrupted drive,
the motorized battalion finally regained enemy contact about two
miles south of MONWTZROSI, a highway junction town 5 miles north
of LIKE BRACCIANO.

Five German tanks formed the nucleus of the enemy force,
which caused the 2d Battalion to deploy, The 3¢ Battalion, 337th
Infantry, promptly shuttled forward by 1600, and within an hour
MONTZROSI fell before a coordinated attack by the two battalions.
The enemy withd;ew and the 337th Infantry occupied positions Jjust
beyond the town for the night,

Task Force Howze, further reirforced by attachment of
the 117th Reconnaissance Squadron and.the 1lst Battalion, 237th
Infantry, motorized, coiled behind the infentry positions beyond
MOUTSEOSI during the night, At daybres=k, 8 June, this force
advanced well ahead of the infantry regiments, It ran into more
mines and demolitions than on the preceding two d=ys, slowing
the pursuit considerably, However, the enemy rear guard did not
turn and fight again until 1730 in the hills two miles north of
RONCIGLIOKE nlong the east edge of LiXD VICO, (See Map ¥o, 2 page 34),
The task force quickly disvosed of this resistance and advanced
aboﬁt two miles north of LAKE VICO, Thus, by nishtfall, Task
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Force Howze was ﬁiiﬂiﬁlsii'miiés of VITEEBO, The timing was

£ood} because the next day§ as Takk Force Howze aévahced Some
five miies farther to a point four miles due east of VITZIRBO,
elements of CCAy 1st Armored Division,occupied the town with-
out resistance es previously related.

On this some date; 9 June 1944, the mission of Task Force
Howze was terminated when the Fronch Expeditionary Corps relieved
II Corps. The force returned to lst Armored Division control on
10 June 1944,.

In the four days II Corps fought north of ROMZ it had
pushed more than 30 miles beyond the city, at comparatively small
cost, and had rounded up close to 1500 prisoners. MNost of the
prisoners were stragslers who had been seporated from thedr units,
and the majority surrendered without opposition to armored recon-
.naiSSahce troops, As an indication of the widespread demoral-
jzation in the Gernan Fourteenth Army at that time, many nrisoners
were tzken who haod pnsses authorizing then to‘retreat as individ-
uals until they reached the main battle line ir the vicinity of
FLORZHCE, Crriscners were identified from nesrly all units of
Fourteenth Army.

ByTiCTJﬁné;'when'iIuCoEpsfwés entirely withdrawn, Fifth®
‘Arny “had Teached. the general -lind. VITIHSO — TUSCANIA ~.TARQUINIA,
about - 50 miles north of‘ROME, -

w7’ Particularly, notable in this phasé of  operatiéns id the

chahze in the ‘émployment of tarks, South of ROME medium.tanks

opeféted well shead of ‘the main® pody of' the combat ‘command to -
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provide naximum shockK action, Then the infantry, closely sup=-
‘ported by light tanks, followed in mopping-up Opcrations; Te— -

ducing Any strong points By#passed by the initial waves of armor,

During the pursuit north of ROME, CCA first cmployed

the small task organization which was to prove very effective
and to become the accepted mode of proper employment of armor,
These integrated terms of tanks, infantry, engineers and tank
destroycrs had the necessary flexibility to meet all situations,
Since north of HOME most of the strong points and road blocks
encountered had to be attacked frontally, tre infentry was
cerried on medium tanks, By such organization the full strength

of thr force could be developed in minimum time, Further,

and of »rime importance, one team immedintely moved tarough

another as soon as the latter had reduced a strong point, thus
speeding operation considerably,

Phase I In Restroswact

Fifth Arny's drive to and beyond EkOME wes one of the most
successful of the Itclisn Campeipn, During this phase the 1st
Armored Division mace the greatest contribution to Fifth Army's
success it was to make until the smashiny final victory in the
PO VALLEY. It had been employed in vhat nust be considered a
nornal srmor~d role for the Italian Theatre., However, had more
armored units been aveilaple to Fifth #rmy, thereby freeing the
lst Armored Division for action as a urit, much greater success
ney well heve been realized following the very successful break—

out from AWZIO.
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In éonsiﬁerin@ the action north of ROME the following
comnents of Major General Wolfe Hauéer, the Chief of Staff of
the German Fourteenth Army are of interest: "From 6 to 10 June
1944 the chief ‘preoblem confronting the Army Commander was what
to do about our right flank, The 20 Luftwaffe Division hed been
moved to the front from FLORZNCE b@t was quickly overrun near
CIVITAVZCCHIA, The 162 Turcoman Division and the 90 Panzer
Grenadier Division were enroute to reinforce the front line
units but hed been delayed due to. transportation difficulties,
Frced with such a hopeless situation we were saved by unexpected
Allied action., The 34th US Infantry Division and the lst US
Armored Division were withdravm from the line. We did not and
could not have stopged them, Fortunately for us, this pause
in the pursuit permitted reinforcement of the west flank with
fresh troops of the 162 Turcoman Division ané the 90 Panzer
Grencdier Divisicn, I would like to see the history of the
American Fifth Army to learn the reason for not pressing their
advantage., ¥From the German point of view this withdrawal of

troops from the line at such a2 criticsl mement is not under-

-

. " 11
standable,

f the enemy was in such dire straits why had the
pursuit been interrupted, and, in particuler, why hed the
armored spearheads veen remnved from in front of the infantry
divisiong.? The first reason for this action of the Fifth Army
commander was the fact that at this time units were being
withdrawn from Italy aad assiyned to Seventh Army for the
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invesion of Southern France, During the period 1 June - 1
August 1944 IV Corps Headqéarters replaced VI Corps, and nine
full infantry divisions and the equivalent of & tenth were
assigned elsevhere, Hence,?a sutious attitude was to be
expected and was reflected in frequent regrouping to reors-
anize rather than relentless pursuit. Lccal expediency had
to be sacrificed for the good of the overall Allied effort
in Burope,

A second prime consideration was the physical con-
dition of the troops, The units driving from the south to
force a junction with the ANZIO BBACHHEAD had Dbeen involved
in heavy fighting since early in May, BEACHHEAD units had
had little rest for 72 hours prior to H - hour on 23 May.
Concentrating for the attack at night and moking diversion-
ary movements during the day resulted in units which wvere
fatigued before the attack jumped off, - Fifth Army units
welcomed the opportunity for maintenance, rest and rehcbil-
jtntion following the dcsh beyond ROMEI,.

WOTES FOR CHAPTER IV
Fifth Army History, Vol VI, page 104,
Fifth Army Yistory, Vol V, page 143.
3 Ibvicd, page 147,
Iviéd, page 155.
Fifth Army History, Vol VI, page 2l.

Ibid, page 6.
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1 The Italian Campaign.by Major General Wolfe Hauser,
written under supervision of USFET Historicel Division, November
1947, Chapter 2, Section &, (Transloted from the German).
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‘mines -- all in the short space of 21 days,

CHAPTZR III
PURSUIT THROUGHE THE TUSCAINS

Three weeks of bridging hell, over a distance of 40
miles by éirline, but over 100 miles by trail, characterize
this most tortuous terrain dbattle ever experienced by'an
armored division,

Indicative of #he obstacles encountered are the fol-
lowing statistics: Tbé 1st Armored Division's 16th Armored
Engineer Battalion alone constructed 37 treadway bridges (al-
most 2 per day), restored 12 enemy bdbridges, surfaced 8 major
fords, grated 150 milés of by-pi:sses, bulldozed through the

rubble of 11 major towns, and cleared over 500 road miles of

The Terrible T-=rrain

The terrain from GROSSZTTO to VOLTRRA was extremely
mountainous, and was broken by s: emingly endless numbers of
stre ms, gofges, and abrupt shelves, which had been fashioned
into narrow sand constuntly spiralling trails and roads, There
was never a mile on any ro:d without mﬁﬁy curves, and each
curve becrme an excellent site for a rond block, which the
Germons never foiled to construct., Accorcing to many books
that have been written, armor was never intended for operations
in such terrain, dbut it can and did operate here,

The so-called "impassabls terrain® very often worked
to Allied advantage, Habitually the Germans would consider
such terrain as sufficient flank protection, only to wake

up with a compeny of Amrricen M4 tanks sitting astride the
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" -oat hills" and shooting up their pesitions, Or frequently,
an enemy force, on a seemingly inpregnr~ble position, would
halt an American armored column and submit it to heavy fire,
then suddenly‘have to flee in haste and surprise from fire
thot s-emed to come out of the sky from the ~neny's rear or

flank, !

The Big Picture

As the relief of VI Corps and soms combat units was

" accomplished to provide forces for the invssion of Southern

Fronce, the lst Armored Division enjoyec » brief respite,
This permitted rest, rehabilitation and refitting of the div-

jsion's combat units for the coming weeks of "ronat trail spear-

herds", verticel envelopments, and endless major obstacles,

In the interim, between 11 June 1944, when the 1st
Armored Division began its well eeorned rest, and 20 June,
when the Division returned to active contact, elements of the
36th Division (reinforced) in the w;st, and Task Force Ramey
(See Apuendix ¥o, 4, pigexcxr), in the eost, had advanced to
a line running enerrlly from the west coast about 8 miles
north of GROSSETTO, to the British 8th Army boundary in the
vicinity of SARTZANO,

At 1330, 16 June 194<, the lst Armored Division was
attoched to IV Corps. To build up the Division's man pover,
Corps attachel to it on 20 June the 361st Infantry Regiment
and the 69th arnored Fierld Artillery Battalion, and placed

the 936th Field artillery Battalion in general supu.ort.
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Th- Corps plan called for the 1lst Armored Yivision to pass
through the inland positions of the 36th Infantry Division,
The infantry elements thus released would join the remainder
of the 36th Division in the western coastiine zone along the
genetnl axis of Bighway 1, This gzone was about 12 miles wide,
and the terrain was genernlly flat; with some low rolling
“hills., The lst Armored Division columns wer~ to advence
abrecst on the right of the infintry, over a maltitude of
roais snl trnils throush progressively rugred mountains,
This zone was 20 miles in width, hoad very few tovms, and had
many treils hordly negotiable by armor, The ARNO RIVER was
the IV Corps objective, and Highway 68, including the key
city of VOLTZRRA wcs ghe intermedicte objective for the lst
Armorad Division, The Corps communﬁer #lso set the time
¢530, 22 Jun~, as H-hour for the full scale attack.

Th~ enemy Adisvosed his tank and anti-t=nk strengsth
in preperction for »n expected armored thrust up the coerstal
plains, Along the coast, rlemants of the.Gerﬁan 16 SS ?anzer
GreniAier Division wers identified, while slightly inlond
were battered remnants of 19 GAF Field Division and ths 162
Turcom~n Grenadier Division., Further inland were remnants
of 3 P:nzer Grenadier Division ~nd the 20 GAF Field Division,
which stradfled the IV Corps - French Expeditionary Corps
bouﬁdary, In view of such enemy dispositions IV Corps hoped
to deceive the cneny by committing the 1st Armored Division

inlond on the more rugred terrain vhere the armor would be
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lerst expected:

The 1st Armofed Division Role

Since 17 June 1944] tank kransporters had been shut-
tling the tanks of the Division frof Loke BRACCIANO to new
forward assembly areas vicinity of MAGLIANO, a distance of
zbout 5C miles. This operation and movement of the entire
Division was completed by 20 June 1944, Aft=r regrouping in
temporury assembly areas, main elements of the Division fin-
aily coil-d behind positions of the 36th Infantry Division
~nd Tosk Force Ramey in assembly areas as shown in Map Wo 3,
page 76,

The broad objective from the armored point of view,
as outlinad by General Harmon, was,¥Seizure of the road-net
around PISA"Y,

At this point the combat commands and Task Force Howze
(Division Reserve) were grouped ns follows:

¢CA (Colonel Mrurice W, Daniel)

1st Armored Reriment

1st & 34 3attalions, 361lst Infrntry Regiment

Co B, 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion

Co D, 16th Armored =njineer Battalion

27th & 9lst Armorad Field Artillery Battalionms.

ccs (Brigndisr General Fronk A, Allen)

6th Armored Infantry Regiment,(-1st Battalion)
1st & 34 Battalions, 13th Armored E=3iment

Co G, 701lst Tank Destroyer Battalion

Co A, 16th Armored Znzineer Beottalicn

68th & 69th Armored Field Artillery Battalionms

Trsk Force Howze (Colonel Hamilton H., Howze,
13th &srmor~d Regiment)
(Tenpor:ry Division Leserve)
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13th Armored Regiment (-1st & 3d Battalions)

1st Battalion, 6th Armored Infantry Regiment
(Later 2d Battnlion, 361st Infantry).

Co A, 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion

Co C, 16th Armored Zngineer Bottalion

93rd Armored Field Artillery Battalion

69th & 93d Field Artillery Battalions (6th

Armored- Field Artillery Gp).

Initiallj the two Combat Commands were to make the main
effort, At 1500 on 21 June CCA and CCB moved through units of
the 36th Infantry Division, DBy nightf:1l both Combat Commancs
contacted the enemy and made limited advancee in prepnration
for the main ~ttnck the following morning,

With the dunl mission of protecting the 1lst Armored
Division right flsnk and of maintaining contact with the French,
the 8lst heconnaissance Bnttalion (with C Co, 776th Tank De-
stroyer Brttalion attached) moved out ~t 0730 on 21 June, They
contact-d the enemy in the vicinity of PAGANICO ot 1150, and
ot 2200 nccomplished linison with French units to the enst,

The flank mission wos doubly difficult since the armored cars

and tanks had to thread their way along smell treils @nd cross

country. While they Aidnot face a major eneny force, 21ll el-

ements of the battalion’were forced to fight their way forward,
Resuninz The Pursuit

At 0530 on 22 June, both combat commands struck out
anew in their zones, Rozds were of urime importancé, as the
terrain prevented practically all cross country novement,
Consequently, every sm:ll road and trail was utilized. The

burden wns almost entirely on the lerd vehicles ~nd seldon

could more thnn 2 tanks in each column find room for "off-
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the-rond depioyﬁeht:

4 Golonel ﬁanielfé CCA at first @mplo&Pd 2 columns, one
striking north foWafd ROCCAéTRADA, the oéﬁef anst tow-rd CIVI-
TZLLA against indreasing éneﬁy bpposition§ By mid-morning it
was necessary to commit a third column which thrust up smaller
trails between the first two columns; Here zgain the terrain
dictoted the breakdown of armor into smell tosk forces even
more than in the pursuit immedintely north of ROME,

The third column (middle) wes held up by a dlown dbridge
over the GRETAIO EIV.R about 3 miles northwest of PAGANICO
until 1430, dbut then progressed to within two miles southeast
of ROCCASTHADA, All CCA forces made a general advance of five
miles by nightfall, against combined enemy opposition consist~
ing of small groups of infantry, SP guns and light artillery.

CCB, commanded by Brigadier General Frank A, Allen,
advanced very slowly in column a;;ainst elements of the enemy
162 Turcoman Grenédier Division and tanks of 3 Panzer Grenadier
Division until stopped at 1350 in the vicinity of ST di GAVOR-
RANO, After a hard fight in vwhich several enemy tanks were
destroyed, this force advanced to CAST di PISTHA before dark.

Task Force Howze was committed in the center of the
Divicion zone at 1300 on 22 June 1944, Its mission was %o
secure the junction on a secondary road one mile southeast
of M(-¥TEMASSI, and the main cross road in the village of
MELETA, The attached Reconnaissance Company, 701st Tank

Destroyer Battalion moved out at 0700. This unit reached
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the £ifst objective by i:;cio, and pushed on through MONTEMASSI
to within 2000 yards of }7LZTA. Here, at 1640, the Reconnais=~
sance Company ran intdiafsteong force of enemy tanks, armor-d
cars and infahtry and had to withdraw to NONTEMASSI, Hovever;
the Task Force Howze é;in body had jumped off at 1300. It
pr&c@eded partly crosé country, meeting litle interference,
and reached the MONTEMASSI-ROCCASTRADA road,

At this point, it is interesting to note that while
the Task Force Howze reconnaissance elements were falling
Yack under enemy p%essurp, Company D, 1gth Armored Regiment,
under Captain Glaé%on, pushad north tow:rd the town of SASS-~
QFORTINO with th@iﬁission of cutting the main road cast from
MZL3ETA to High”ayi?S. As this unit neared its objective it
suddenly coame upoé.a large group of Cerman infantry assembled
alongside the roaé; preparing, as was later found out, to
launch an attack éé another of our columns down the lateral

i
road that the Gleaéon force wes to cut, The enemy was taken
by surprise, and the tank gunners had 2 heyday, brihging all
weapons to bear on them, ot many of these dermans lived to
tell about it. The uleason unit cut the road aﬁd held fast
for the night, -

During the night 22-23 June 1944, the enemy.opposing
CCA fell back considercbly from their defensive positions,
lecving the matter of delay to scattered mines ~nd demolitions,
CCA's right column entered CIVITELLA without resistance exrly

on 23 June ond occupied it until troops of the French Zxped-
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itionery Corps arrived ot 1000. The left column was stopped
by a blown bridge over a stream in the vicinity of MONTI ALTO,
Finding no by-pass, this unit counter-marched and joined the
CCA main body on Highwey 73.

On the contrary, CCA's middle column m:t with head-on
resistance before the heavily mined hill town of ROCCASTRADA,
the last obstocle to the opening of Highway 73 as an important

MSR; This armored column quickly by-passed to thé left of the
town over a trail that would have worried a mule, ond before
the Germans knew whot hapoened our tanks came in from the north
and east, driving the main German elements out with heavy crs—~
urlties, The 3rd Battalion (reinforced), 14lst Infantry, then
become the 4th column of CCA, forced the entrance to EOCCASTRADA
from th~ southwest ~nd completed the job of mopping up by 1630.
At 1800, this infantry unit was relieved from attachment to the
1lst Armor~=d Division,

The Double Ambush

On the division west flank, CCﬁ imm=diately encountered
the bulk of the German armor in the division zone., On the dey
of the push, progress was sloved dy stiff resistance of German
tank elements protected by infantry.

When CCB left Highway 1 2nd turned north into the mount-
ains on the road to MASSA MARITTIMA, it h-d to pass through a
narrow saddls in the hills, Out of sight on the for side of
this saddle, dedloyed 2nd rerdy, waited nine Mark VI tenks,

As CCB's column crossed the rise, the Tigers struck, In the
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ensuing brttle sevorsl of the Tigers were destro&ed, but the
Germens' tactics worked, ~nd they held the position,

To relisve the prassure on the CCB main column =t
this point and to create a diversion, a separate force con-
sisting of Co B, 13th Armored Yegiment, with a platoon of
tank destroyers “ttachad, was sent 10 miles back over Route
1 and ~round to the right, These elecments cncountered few
demolitions ~nd mines rnd only slight resistonce until their
trnks were out in the open. This diversionary force was
trapﬁpd along a smnll road 3 miles east of the CCB main
body, where it was ‘suddenly nttacked from the flanks and
recr by 4 Mark IV and 6 Mrrk VI tanks supgo}ted by infantry,
Our light tanks were hopelessly outgunned, 3Before this unit
could extricate itself, it lost 12 light tanks and 4 M-10
tank destroyers, During this attack, one engineer reconnais-
sanca officer with the column crept close enongh to disable
one of the Germ~n tonks with a bazooka, 2nd killed or wounded
its crew with a carbine as they climbed out. He diverted the
sttention of nnother Mark VI until a tenk destroyer moved in
and smashed it by 3 direct hits with 3-inch shells. Artillery
accounted for snother Mark VI in this finsco, which compen-
sated in part for this gre~test of losses.to the diversionary
- force, During this dnttley the main body of CCB was still
occupisd in a savage brstle with the group of Mark VI tanks
at the "scddle® about 6 miles south of MASSA MARITTIMA, A

frontal att-ck was out of ths question, so the CCB commander sent
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another reinforced reconnaissance company around the left
flank over « small trail. Again the Germans had relied ot

so called "impassable terrain" to protect their flank. But
this force reached hish ground overlooking the saddle. Con-
centret~d direot fire, plus well directed artillery fire, cost
the en~my 3 more Mark VI's, The Yermans had to withdraw, and
the CCB mrin body moved to within sight of MASSA MARITTIMA
bsfore darkness,

Tarly this semz day, 23 June, Task Force Howze continued
its northward advance in two columns. Stiff opposition from
considerable tank, infantry, and anti-tank elements was stead-
ily pushed back until 1600, when resistance stiffened in front
of the left column commanded by 1lst Lieutenanct Frank Clay,
13th Armor:d iegiment, "at TATTI,

After a coordinated attack, TATTI'was secured and
cleared by 2130, Debris littered the streets of TATTI, re-
quiring another all night job by the attached engineers. By
the same hour, the right column, under command of Major Harvey,
6th Armored Infantry Regiment, had driven to high sround. just
beyond MELETA, During the late afternoon, C company, 81lst
Reconnaissance Battalion, was attached to Task Force Howze,

In these two days of operations the Division pushed
north =bout 10 miles by map, or at leést 20 miles by road
and trail, es shown on Sketch No O, p 44. At this point there
were at least ten seperate columns operrting generally ~breast
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but because of terrain, not mutually supportingi

A general tightening up of the Germsan defense was
apparent, showing that the earlier cbandonment of the pur-
suit north of ROME moterially helped the enemy to reofganiZe
his scottered units,

After the lasson of "the saddle",which crused CCB
the greatest single tank loss in thi¢ operction, no future
move was ever mide over such terrain without first invest-
igeting on foot, At SASSO FORTINO we saw o successful ex -
ploitation of "impessable terrain” by Task Force Howze, com—
pletely surprising German infantry assembling for another
attack. &ccording to intelligence reports, the German 162
Turcoman Greﬁadier Division sdvised subordinate units that
"since the¢ opposing armor Wis using treils generally con-
sidered impass~ble to tenks, bazooka teams should be placed
along oll treils, regordless of condition",

The Torniella Defile

Continuing at 0600, 24 June, .CCA made rapid progress
over rugged terrain until mid—afternoon when the center column
reached TOKMIZLLA, a little towm in a defile formed by a long
narrow valley. The Germans decided to meke o stand beyond
this towm, and their choice gave them every defensive advant-
age, At the north edge of tevm the only two bridges had been
blown, and those demolished crossing over two successive -

streams were hotly defended,

After the initial attempt to establish a bridgehend
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wns besten back by intemse small arms and artillery fire, the
first stream was finally crossed beforé dark, Tha second
strerm was a much larger obstacle and progress stopped for
th- night. The main body in TOKNIZLLA was harrassed by
morter barrages until the obstacle was crossed the following
night, CCA's laft colummn met little resistance except the
terrain, and at dusk it holted off the road two miles south-
west of TOENIELLA, still looking for a trail to the north,
The right column remained in CIVITZLLA until relieved by the
8lst Keconnaissance Battalion at 1200, 25 June, and then ass-
embled in the vicinity of ROCCASTRADA,

Barly this same day, 24 June; CCB's right column was
stopped by heavy enemy resistance at PEROLLA, about 3 miles
southeast of MASSA MARITTIMA, After 2 long search, this
force found a by-psss by whichlthe tanks could out flank
the town, Under a fast coordinated attack, with our tanks
moving from the cast and infantry circling from the west,
the German force of 10 tenks =nd a large ﬁumber of infantry
wes forced from the position and retired. 4 short distance

northof PEROLLA, the uvermen infantry turned to fight and a

six-hour battle followed, Howesver, the German tanks had

witndrawn from contact, so this battle was finally bdbroken
up =t 1800 when »ur light tanks ovar-ran the German in-
fantry nositions. This force then continued north until
stopped by durkness east of BELLA VISTA|
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Fight For MASSA MARITTIMA

Simulteneaas with this action, CCB's center and left
columns were fighting for MASSA MARITTIMA. They succeeded in
spite of continops small arms and anti-tank fire from their
flanks =nd occupied that town by 1600. In this action, tanks
of the left force pushed into the town and two miles beyond,
vhere they were stopied by a blown bridge over the PECORA
RIVER, The ceﬁter force spiit into 2 columns and secured
two strong points, one at MOL,BADII and the other a mile
notthwest of FOMDERIA, CCB received attachment of C Troop,
91st Reconmneie¢snnce Sguadron, at this time.

The debris clogging the streets of TATTI was cleared
by h:.rd working engineers during the night 23-24 June, and
both armored columns of Task Force Howze wers on the romd by
0600, The left column advanced pgeinst light opposition
at first, but vas abruptly halted at a blown bridge over
the KERSE KIViK cne mile south »of GABELLINO, This point
was strongly drfended by a well organized enemy tank-in-
fontry - ertillery force. The right column encountered
incressingly sirong resistonce from enemy teonks and in-
'fhﬁpry until ity too, wns stopped by a determined force one
mile north of CERRO BALZSTRC, DPoth forces were stymied for
the night. Msantime, at 1630, 34 June, Tnsk Force Howze
received the timely nttichment of 2nd Brttalion, 361st
Infantry. |

Befor ;s d~wn 25 June 1944._ CCA's ottached infantry
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(33 Battalion, 36lst Infantry), stubbornly attempted to cross
the cecond stream beyond TORNIZELLA but was again driven back
with consider2ble loss. Then the bold frontal attack was
abandoned in favor of a flanking movement to the right. At
1930 this attack paid off with the infantry capture of SCALVAIA,
a smell village on the crest of a high hill from which most of
th- sm.ll arms fire hod been received., With this interference
removed, the cngineers quickly erected a by-pess crossing thrt
wos ready for traffic at dawn 26 June 1944,

CCB's successes of 24 Jun= at PEROLLA and MASSA
MAKITTIMA knocked the center out of the Nazl defense line
to their front. For th: next 2 days CCB's columns fought
mrinly the terrain and demolishzd roads, On the 25th, well
placed enemy artillery fire limited the combat cohmand's ~d-
vances to a blown bridge over a streem one mile west of FRATA,
and ansther over the south branch of the MILIA RIV3R four miles
north of MASSA MAKITTIMA, However, infantry elements with the
right column nushed north to the vicinity of CASTAGHOLI, anAd
A Troop, 91st Reconnaissonce Squadron, secured their left
flank.

In the center of the division front the en=my facing
Task Force Howze withdrew during the night of 24 June, Task
Force Howze's left columm crossed the gap north of CERRO 3ALZ-
STEO snd by 0930 on 25 June had secured the town of FRATA thrae
miles to the northwest with little interference, This column

continued north and made contect with eleménts of CCB at 1330
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west of PRATA, The right column was less fortunate, moving
slowly zgainst strong resistance all through the day,

The ~ttached 2nd Battalion; 361lst Infantry, in a
surprise move, seized intact the dridge over the MERSE KIVER
onz mile nouth of 3ZLVEDERE <t 1250, and by d-rk its advance
elements were in »ILVECEIRE, Strong reconnaissrnce elements
were ocushed northeast toward CHIUSDINQ, and before night-fall
h~d renched the crossing of the MERSE RIVEK four miles south-
west of CHIUSDINO,

During this two dey advence of 7 miles along the 1lst
Armored Division ffont, which involved many more road miles,
(See Sketch No. Q,p2ge <4} CCA met well organized enemy.resist—
ance, CCB, while it did maet the bulk of the German armor,
threw the reorgenizing German defense com.letely off balance
by its successés.at PIROLLA =nd MASSA MARI?TIMA, However,
the terrain prevented CC3 from any extended exploitation of
its successes, Task Force Howze nmrogressed very slovly again=
st strengthening eacmy resistance in the center zone, Its
only notable success was when attached infantry captured intact
the bridze at BELVIDIRE, opening another route to CHIUSDINO,

Approach To CHIUSDINO

On the 26th CCA moved slowly shead over rugged terrain,
with attached infantry da.loyed along high ground on both sides
of Highway 73, clerring enenmy delaying elements overlooking
ths long valley =21l the way to CHIUSDINO, The terrain was

jdeal for defense and delay; a2t one point over 100 trees lay
5C



e T e

e

across tha velley road, Mines and blown culverts became
normal obstacles. By nightfall, CCA's right column reach-

cd LUFIAHO snd the left column hnlted at the highway running
enst and west 3 miles south of CHIUSDINO. The column retired
to a point on Hishway 73 about one mile north of OSTERIA in-
to CCA reserve,

A1l through this dry, CC3 merely pushed slowly north
on its established axis, battling a stubborn resr guard of
5 Merk VI tanks ané infantry, The right and left columns
cncountered very bed terrsin, cnd the attached infantry had
to proceed alone to secure their objective, tﬁa high ground
3 miles southwast of 0ST:rIA. The center columﬁ inched
forward to a point just east of the main highway 2 miles
directly north of OSTZRIA,

In a move to incrense the prassure on the retreat-
ing Germens, Task Force Howze's attachsd infantry battalion
attacked MONTI®.I shortly after midnight and secured it
by 0430, 26 June, 1944, Passage of the armor through the
town was delayed several hours by more debris. When the
right armored column did move, it met resistance all the
way, ond by darkness advanced to a point two miles south
of TRAVALZ,

Raconnaissnnce elements sent toward CHIUSDINO nace
godd progress against light opnosition, until stopped by
self-proprlled guns 2nd anti-tonk fire in the vicinity of

CICIAWO, where they remained for the night,
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The Task Force Howze left column, which contacted
CCh north of PRATA, returncd to the main axis and continued
north in Task Force Howze reserve., Elements of the attached
C Compeny, 8lst Reconnnissance Battalion, were sent to con-
fact 005> at the road junction two miles south of GERFALCO,
On the Way, two armored cars werec knocked out by enemy anti~-
tank fire about one mile enst of the rocd junction, and this
reconnaissancé force withdrew to the high ground one-half
mile northwest of HONTIEKI where they set up a road block,

Leading elements of CCA entered CHIUSDINO without
opposition at 0730, 27 June, end pushed on 5 miles beyond
the tovm before derkness, Meanwhile,_the 8lst Reconnaissance
Battelion moved on to MOHTICIANO on the right flenk of the
Aivision gzome, During this day the 1lst Armored Division had
enjoyed ¢ooc hunting, destroying among other German vehicles
4 Mark VI and 2 Mark IV tenks.

While the ruggsed terrain hampered freec movement of
the armored columns, no opportunity wis overlooked to em-—
Ploy the mobility of these columns to assist each other,
Fven our own forces were surprisecd nt times when another
friendly column would show up on a flank or behind an
enemy position from a Aiffersnt Airection »t n~ crucial
moment, Executing such » movement on 27 June, one CCA
colunn moved down the smzll valley east of CHIUSDINO, cut
Highway 7%, ~nd denied its use to the enemy in front of the

French Expeditionary Corps until the following Aday.
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Meanwhile, the 91st Reconnaigennce Squadron, com-

monded by Lt Colonel Chorles A, 3llis, was attached to CC3B
Auring the night 26-27 June, On 27 June the 9lst proceeied
to £ill the gap between CCB and the 34th Infantry Division
on the left flank, The 34th Division hed just relieved the
36th Infantry Division in the western coastal zone,

CCB pushed north ageinst varying resistance on 27 June
and by 1130 took GERFALGO, o village four miles east of MONTE-
HOTODO, CCB rlso h~d forwird infentry elements within sight
of MONTZHOTONDO by nightfnll, In the dash from MASSA MARITTINMA
the attecking frmored infentry surprised end captured a com-
»lete horse drewn artillery battery, The horses solved the
supply transport problem until the infantry reached the MONTE-
ROTONDO rond net 8 miles to the north, This progress placed
CCB roughly halfway between MASSAMARITTIMA anc the next combnt
command objective, CASTELINUOVO, In the ensuing fight from
1ONTZROTONDO to SASSO the armored infantry battalion com-
pletely exhousted itself in this cenelized sector ideal
for the concentration of German defenses, Tne town of SASSO
could be taken, but not held for long without tank support,
Sincg no réad! or even troils existed, a force of M-4 tenks
azain picked itsway over "impossable terrain' en? reached
SASSO intact and on time,

During this day, Task Force Howze continued its ad—

vance in one main column, sendiing strong reconnaissance el-

ements enst and west from MONTIEZKI for contect with CCA and
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€C3, respectivaly, C Company, 8lst REerconnaissance Battalion,
made contact with CCB rs planned at the road junction two miles
south of GERFALCO at 1100, 27 Juna, while elements of the 13th

Armored Regiment moved enst without opposition and contacted

CCA at CHIUSDINO, at 0825, Both cont~ct elements then rejoined.

the main column,

Progress of Task Force Howze during this day was slower
que to mincs, demolitions, and anti-tenk fire, but the advance
wes continued during the night,

Shift To The West

On 28 June 1944, the division moin effort shifted west-
ward, CCA (now movin; in two columns), quickly advanced five
more miles until met by he vy opposition before MOWIINGEGLOLI,
There en@my'aﬁti~tank ond smell orms fire pinned down the in-
fontry and hnlted the tenks of the first team of CCA, This
situntion continued until 1400, ‘hen Tosk “orce Howze arrived
unexpectedly from the southwest, This sudden arrivel of another
najor force from a different direction completely demoralized
the Germans, who picked us nnd hurriedly withdrew from the town
=nd vicinity.

By noon this same day, CC3's left column drove enemy
infentry out of MONTZROTONDO, but our tanks were unsble to
~dvonce beyond the town due to poor road conditions., The right
column faced the same problem; Its infantry cleored the villoge
of FOSII by 1735, but the rocd beyond leading to CASTZELIUOVO

wns blocked with ruoble,




By midnixht 37 June elements of Task force Howze were

in vicinity of LAGONI. Dismounted patrols operating 150C yards
in front of the armored column made contact with infantry elements
of CCA at 0215 just south of MONTINGEGWOLI, Shortly eftef dawn,
a coordincted attack was made on the enemy strong points in this
vicinity with great success, At 1400, VONT INGEGNOLI wes teaken
by Task Force Howze, and by 1500 elements wers in blocking pos-
itions on the main Mighwry two miles north of the tovm, These
positions wore maintained until CCA passed through to the north,

This thres dey period (June 26 to 28 Incl) was high-

lizhted by & comparatively repid advance of 12 miles in the
CCA & Task Force Hovize zonses, snd a much tougher advence of
7 miles for CCB in the west, CCA aﬁd Task Force Howze found
it possidble to converge their efforts fully in several im—
portant instances, including the key points, CHIUSDINO nnd
MOWTINGEGINOLI, It wes a rare occnsion when the terroin in
thrse hills permitted such offective mutual support. In
CC3's zone the increasingly difficult terrein cancelled
much of the effcctiy€ness of it armor on the way to MONTE-
ROTONDO and SASSO, The mountains beceme steeper, and when

even the trails gove out a 10 mile advance on foot followed.

It was on such occasions that the big question arose: Mlas
it worth thn extr~ trouble to teka ths tonks through too®? -
The rasver vwrs inverizbly yes, becruse when the trnks did
~rrives, th-> element of surprisa worked wonders agninst the

enemy.
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The next day, 29 June, CCA bore the brunt of enemy
reaction during its advance on RADICONDOLI, after negotiating
" a long and difficult by-pass around CASONE, As elements of
CCA reached RADICONDOLI, heavy fire came from high ground in
vicinity of MEWSAWO, across the small valley to the east. Five
vehicles of the forw.rd team were knocked out and all progress
stopped, It was at this point that the enemy injected elements
of the 26th Panzer Division into the fight. The attached 1st
Battalion, 361lst Infentry, took up the attack at nightfall
and secured the road junction two miles southeast of MENSANO,

During the morning 29 June, CCB's armor was still
stymied by debris on the road beyond.FOSINI, thus the advance
was temporarily halted for all of CCB, Haradworking engineers
of the 16th Armored Zngineer Battalion broke the paths through
the rubble during the night and all the next day, 29 June,’
CCB's units rolled on into CASTELNUOVO without opposition.
The enemy had dropped back aa usual, but left demolitions
vhich again prevented immediate mounted pursuit. The nature
of this terrain made many simple road blocks and demolitions
completely effective, By-passing was out of the question in
these natural defiles.,

In the middle.zone Task Force Howze moved west from
MOWTINGEGHOLI, at 0530 on this date. Upon reéching the
road junction . two miles morthwest of this town, the right
column moved north and the left column turned southwest,
Weither force met enemy troops, tut mines and demolitions
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were the worst so far experienéed; By-passes up to 3 miles
long had to be used, The porth (fight) column reached the
rosd junction one half mile north of SAN LORENZO, The pur-
pose of these moves was to clear out pockets of ensmy resist-
ance believed to have been on the high ground in this vicinity
that over lookedl the main route of ~dvance of CCA,

When CCA's attached infantry (lst Battalion, 361st
Infantry) continued its sttack towarc MINSANO duringz the night
29~30 Jure, progress was exceedingly slow, Enemy opposition
was estimatedto be about an infantry comzany suprorted by
ertillery, By dark, a bridge over a stream two miles south-

east of MENSAIO was seized and secured by 2400, At 0430 on

the 30th, CCA's center column continued its cross-country

move from KADICOWDOLI, Heavy mortar and artillgry fire were
received 1000 yards south of MENSANO, Wevertheless MENSANO
was enteored and secured by 1600, The CCA reserve (now in-
cluding its right column) followed the center column in this
rush to RIHSAHO, Meanwhilg, the left column pushed quickly
to'MOETBCASTELLI, and then northeast to MONTEGUIDI, taking
that town by 1600, After securing t?e town, this column
pushed on to contact the other CCA forces in MENSANO before
drrk,

CC3B Cuts Hishway 68

In the CCR zone, the engineers spent another night,
29-30 June, clearing the streets of CAST=LNUOVO, Lerge gains
were made again on June 30th, One "flying column", spear-
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headed by Company C, 13th Arﬁdfed Ragiment, Qith infantry
aboard its tanks, by—pésgéd fhe town of POMARANCE to the
west anl dashed ahead mére than 8 miles to secure high
ground just south of and dominating HighWay 68, The remain-—
der of the commond advanced on POMARANCE, which was captured

with little troubdle by 1230,

Cecina River Crossed

Pressurs to the north was continﬁeﬂ 211 afternoon,
and right after dark infantry elements of CCB made an
ass:ult crossing of the CZCINA RIVER, 3 miles north of the
city.

On ths morning of 20 June Task Force Howze continued
to push north in gbite of endless enemy mines and prebared
demolitions, ThejVOWn of SAW DALMAZIO was entered nnd sec—
ured by 1115, From this town, tha left column proceeded dir-
ectly north, ant by derk had sacured a bridgehead over the
CICINA RIVIR one mile north of POD, LaMA, The right column
moved northwest into the CCA zone, then north to reach the
CECINA RIVER four miles north of POMERASCE, by nightfall,
Thus by nightfall elements of CC3 and Task Force Howze were
established across the CECINA HIVTR ready to continue this
tortuous operation to the north,

The power of enemy resistance shifted sharply from
the west to CCA in the esstern most pert of the Aivision
zone in this two dny neriod ending 30 June 1944, (See gketch
No. Oj.page 44 ).

In contrast with thre preceeding two days;, CC.p made
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an og:reseive 15 mile advance over—running both the C:ZCINA
RIVER and Highvey 68 wiéﬁout a pause. Advance elements of
Task FPorce Howze nlso pushed well across the CECINA, The
~dvance to the CECINA was "down hillY snd both forces ex-
ploited ev:ry road, mule trail, and any bit of terrain that
might supsort a tank to keep up their momentum,

CCA had tough going, due mainly to the appearance of
the German 26 Panzer Division in its zone. But CCA's reduction
of HADICOWDOLI /ind MENSAHO opened its most desireable route
to the north,

The Pntfance of CCB into CAST IXUOVO on 29 June with~
out opposition was typical of German tactics in these hills.
As ot FOSIWI, (on the roﬁte to CASTZELUOVO) the Gormans would
put up a battle at an outlying appronch.to a key town, leaving
every possible obstacle to slow the armor, and thsn evacuate
the key town before our "forces came.into'rangeq

The most important accomplishment here was CCB’suthrust
to the high ground contrnlling ~nd straddinz Highway 68, the
key lateral route connecting the city of VOLTZHKRA znd Route 2
(CCA axis) with the coast. The "Pursuit through the Tuscans™
wzs highlighted by extreme "marginal® employment of an armored
division in the armored role, It is generally indicated from
the records that this employment would be impr=zcticsl in these
mountains in months of thaw or extreme cold, The entire op-~

eration wans one continuous series of mcjor obstacles on all possible




roﬁfeé; This required cons?ﬁét emsloyment of engineer units,
day ADd;night. The divis%oééjinfantry units, already tired
ftrom extended operations,éhé& to work at all times clearing
obstacles before enginee#;elements could get in to clear or
build the way for tanks.:‘This terrain battle was hard on
both men and vehciles, The engincer's’ tank Adozer esrned
the praise of every man during these operations. It would
be impossible to measure its velue, but it is cieaf phat
this entire operation could not ha&e moved 2~ mile without
the engineer battelion's extraordinary performance, This
demonstrated -ability to beat the .terrain placed the 1st Arm-
ored Division in excellent positions on 30 June 1944.from

which to cut the all importent Highway 68, and to secure

the key center of VOLTERRA; now only six miles away.

NOTE FOr CHAPTIR III
1
1st Lt, R, XK, Gottschall, MCUNTAIN GOAT; M-4,
lst Armored Division from Grossetto to Volterra,
Italy, Juns 21 to July 10, 1944, The Cavalry
Journel, January-February 1944, pages 29-33,
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CHAPTER IV

PUSH TO THS ARNO

This phase of operations was in reality a contin-
uation of the missions outlined in the preceding chapter,
The main _urpose was to seize the fortress town of VOLTERRA
end gain control of the important lateral road, Highway 68,
At this point, the hills became steeper and prepered obstacles
aven more frequent., The defiles were longer and movement
more coﬁ;letely cannlized, The enemy hzld the r~dvantage,
and now picked the ground on which to fight.
On 1 July 1944, combat clements of the lst Armored
Division were located generally as indicated on Sketch map¥No.0
pege 44,continuing theif pursuit and all possible pressure
on the retreatinz enemy, The Germans were fighting for time
as they hrmpered progress of all elements, making the best
use of the naturally defensive terrain. The advantage was
theirs, Fifth Army's earlier pouse in the pursuit north

of ROME had helped them considerably,

CCA, again using 3 columns organized as small task
forces, pushed north at 1530 on 1 July, The right column
pushed esast out of MEHSANO.‘ Progress was slowed by heavier
then usual enemy nutomatic weapons, mortar and artillery
fire, By dark, this force advanced to the high ground one

mile west of the ELS& RIV'R, end covered the road junction

on the main highway one mile west of PIEVZ, CCA's center

column moved out on the main highway north of MENSANO and

continued north until stopsed at 1100 by enemy artillery
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and anti-tenk fire threc miles south of CASOLE D' ELSA,

The left column was more fortunnte, It moved rapidly east
from MONTEGUIDI, meeting no resistance, and finally stopped
ecost of the fond junction one mile west of MEWNSANO, waiting
to follow the ¢~nter column through,

CCB was engaesed at once as it moved gut at 0530,
Its right column made sevéral unsuccessful attempts to seizé
the high ground 1000 yards east of the CECINA RIVER 3 miles
north of POMARAKCE during the morning. The left column's
reconnaissance elements reached the hish ground just north
of Highway 68, 3 miles west of SALINE by 1130, but this
column's main body had to remain in position, awaiting clear—
ance of resistance encountergd by the right column, Since
the resistance had stiffeneq, a coordinaped attack by both
forces wns launched at 1800, While this enabled the left
column to advance consicderably, the right force was stymied
by heavy and well directed enemy artillery fire,

CtB's left column, 1000 yards to the east, combined
with the attaeched 91st Reconnaissance Squudron to cut High-
vay 68 and estcblish » road block two miles enst of PONTE-
GINORI, This completed, the reconnaissance force contacted
34th Infantry Division elements 2t the crossroad two miles
southe st of CASINO D' T:RRA at 1530, At 1100, on 1 July,
Company F, lst Armored Regiment, was attached to incrense
the tank strength of CC3, ZIZnemy resistonce was stiffening.

Task Force Howze clements ran into increasingly
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difficult terrain, About 1500 yards north of the FOSCI
RIVER, many of the trails ended, making it impossible to
proceed with vehicles, However, Task Force Howzeié in-
fantry slements advanced to viéinity of MAZZOLA, where
massed encmy tank, machine gun n~nd artillery fire forced
them to withdrew, |

Casole D! Elsa Fiasco

During the night July 1-2, CCA ~ttacked CASOLE D!
ELSA, and its infantry elements reported patrols successfully
inside the town by 0200 July, CCA's armor moved forward,
and until daybreak, engeged in a fire fight neér the edge
of tovm, &t first light, our tanks were caught in the
oven, unprotected by infantry. 3ix Americen medium tanks,
three light tanks, and two tank destroyers fell as easy
prey to three well located Mark VI's and at least 5 enemy
anti-tank guns, Only quick action by CCA's reserve eiements
saved the remainder of the attacking tenks, covering their
withdrawal to a draw two milesvnorth of MENSANO, CCA's
rizht column then attocked, secured high ground four miles
southeast of CASOLZ D! ELSA at 0930, and continued the
attack to capture other high ground vicinity of FATT, QUERCETO
at 2255, OCA's tank strength was supplemented at 1300 by
attachment of Comprny "E", lst Armorec Regiment,

The Fall Of Montecatini

CCB jumped off at 0600 this dote, 2 July. Its left

column encountered no oposition in reasching high ground
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objeétives at MOUTICATINI and a high point 2000 yrrds west
of SALINS, At these points the column was engrged by direct
and indirect fire from 1600 until dark, CCB's right column
was delayed initially by fog, and then atll00 was again de—
layed by a difificult wadi crossing, which was finally by-passed
at 1430. This column pushed on and secured the hish ground
overlooking Highway 68 one mile north of MOWTEGENMOLI by. 2025,
The 91st Reconnaissance Squadron maintained left flank contact
with the 34th Infantry Division, advancing its 3 troop with-
out opposition to a point ome mile south of MOWTZCATINI, C
Troop captured the town of MONTZCATINI at 2000 after a heavy
fire fight.

In the center zone, Task Force Howze made very little
progress this day. Its right column fought slowly forward
to a point two miles southeast of MAZZCLA by nightfall, and
the left column pushed elements into MAZZOLA at 1840,

During the night 2-3 July 1944, the already costly
attack of CASOLZ D' ZLSA was resumed by CCi, Companies "K"
and "L" of the attached 361lst Infantry attacked following
a heavy artillery preparation, dbut by midnight were stopped
at the outskirts of the town., This time the infantry had
a definite foothold in the ap,roaches to the towmn., Then
CCA's right column attacked at 0530 and secured the command-~
ing high ground southerst of the town, This was accomplished
by 10CC, but further action to secure CASOLE D' FLSA was put

off for the dey. At 2130, the 36lst Infantry Regiment (2na
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and 3rd Battalions) joined CCA and closed in an assembly
area.
CCB merely continued b0 hold their positions and to

push out patrols to the nor%ﬁl, The attached 91st Reconnais-

sance Squadron improved its blbéking positions on Highway 68,

and again made physical comthet with the B4th Infantry Div-
ision vicinity of CASINO D.! TERRA,

Task Force Howze continued in place ond reinforced its
elements in IFAZZOLA., Its patrols pushed north of Highway 68
with no mnjor incident during the day.

By daybreak on the 4th of July, CCA's attached in-
fentry (of the 361st Infantry Regiment) secured the town of
CASOLE D' ELSA, The final attaﬁk made during the night 34
July 1944 required the forcing of the northeast entrance of
the town by one compsny as another succeeded in scaling a
fiftecen foot wall surrounding the town, Attached elements
of the 16th Armored Engineer Battalion clemred the roads,
and as tank elements entered the town ét 083G, patrols were
pushed to the north and northeast,

At this point, the 81st Reconnaissance Battalion
(minus Company C) was attached to CCA, still retaining the
mission of contact with the French, ' In addition, A Company,
81lst Reconnsissance Battalion, moved northwest to maintain
contact with Task Force Howze in the center of the 1lst Arm-
ored Division zone. Elements of the attached 36lst Infantry

Regiment cleared the MONTEGUIDI area at (95C, and then were
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relieved from attachment to lst Armored Yivision., In ex—

change, CCA received attachment of 1lst Battalion, 6th Arm—

ored InfantryARegiment, at 26@0. The latter relieved the

3d Battalion, 36lst Infentiy i?.egilﬁeﬁﬁ-.

On the west flank, ch remained in its defensive
positionsy continuing to employ the 9ist Reconnaisaance Squad-
ron to meintain contact with the 34th Infantry Division, Recon-

naissance Compeny, 13th Armored Ragiment, was relieved from
attachment to CCB, and revertad to control of Task Force Howze
at 170C,

In the center zone, Task Force Howze began withdrawal
of some of its units, the first being the 2nd battalion, 36lst
Infantry Regiment, which assembled south of MAZZOLA at 0915,

D Company, lst Armored Regiment, and A Company, 70lst Tank
Destroyer Battalion, were released to division reserve at

the same time,while the 701st Tank Destroyer Bettalion main-
tained patrols and operations in the Task Force Howze area,
The only other notabls activity on this date wrs the firing
of 48 rounds per battalion by the Pivision Artillery on known
enemy gun positions in observance of Independence Day!

The slowing progress during ﬁhese_four days (1-4 July)
marked the beginning of the rnd of forwerd movement for all
elements of the Division, (See sketchio,0, p 44 ). Task

Force Howze, in the center zone was first to lose its momentum,
partly - because the northward trails suddenly ended north of

the FOSCI RIVER, However, CC3 was also stopped cold by the
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strong German defensive ring eround VOLTERRA, immediately
after cutting Highway 68 on July lst,

The fin.sco of CASOLE P' ZLSA HWoodied the nose of
CCA in th; 3vday pattle for the t&wn.‘ Ii was another lesson
léarnéd the hard way, and a demonstration of the consequences
involved when coordination is lost at a crucial time between
jnfantry ond supporting tanks, In general, it became evident
during this period that the moving battle would soon give vay
to a stubborn defense,

At 0430, 5 July 1944, lst Battalion, 6th Armored In-
fantry completed relief of the 3d Battalion, 361lst Infantry,
in its defensive positions in and around CASOLE D' ELSA in
the CCA zone, One CCA column passed through a friendly road
block on the northwest outskirts of CASOLE D' ELSA at 1000,
and continued the advance northwest until halted by enemy
small arms artillery and anti-tank fire at C.al VENTO, The
two other CCA forces were held in reserve, in the vicinity
of CASOLE D! ELSA,

In the west zone, CCB resumed its attack at 0530,

5 July. The left force had moved during the night to attack
positions south ~nd southwest of MONT ECATINI. Moving out at
0530, this force pushed armored elements to the north and
northwest until 170Q, The northern most advance was to a
point 3 miles northwest of MONTECATINI,but enemy infantry
jnfiltration made it necessary for the tanks to withdraw

slightly for the night, CCB's center force, the 91st
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Reconnaissance Syuadron, worked its way northward to about

1000 y:.rds south of MONTZCATINI, where it was halted by a
blown bdridge covered by small arms fire, Forward elements
of the right force push-d 2000 ysrds northeast of the town
by 093C, but later withdrew because its main body was held
up about a mile to the southenst by enemy infantry and anti-
tank fire,
In the center zons, Task Force Howze continued its

patrols throughout th% d:'y, contacting ths enemy north of
GATTZRA,

Enemy Resistence Stiffens

Progress the 6th of July was the least that the
combnt commonds were ~ble to make since committed in this
operation, Operations for the last five days indicnted
a general stiffening of enemy resistonce all along the line
of advance,

At 0630, 6 July, CCA ottacked with the 1st Battalion,
6th Armored Infantry, supported by tenks and artillery. This
effort continurd 211 morning with no anpreciable success
because of heavy cnlider ~nemy artillery fire and stubbornly
defended enemy strong points, CCA's forward elements reach-
ed a point 1000 yards south of Highway 68 vicinity of CASTEL
SAV GIMIGVIANO, dbut this show of hcavy crliter artillery ves
2 definite indication the enemy main body wss turning to
stend off further ~dvances. The 3rd Battalion, 36lst In-

fantry, moved from MINSAKO and was relieved from attachment
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to 1st Armored Division upon clearing the town,
CCB's activ;t?es and progress para?le}edﬁ?hégevof

| CCi during this dey. At 0800, its left columnattacked

to seize limit~d objectives including hills'to %ﬁ%jﬁgrth

and west of MONTSCATINI, These cll were seized by 1045,

and positions were consolidatelby establishing ro~d blocks

by 1200, CCB's center column held MONTECATINI until the

left force had seized its objectives, then moved west and
contacted Task Force Ramey, an indespendent Corps Task Force

on the Corps' west flank (See Appendix Wo, 4, pege xxxv),.

Strong reconnaissance patrols were pushed out in the dir-

ection of MIZEMO,

To the east, th; right column moved very slowly

because of fog, heavy enemy artillery fire, and a,minefield
vicinity of'LA BACCHETTONGINA, Forward elements reached
the road junction twc miles west of the towm by 1100, and
at 1900, éftér the right column secured the road junction,
th= CCB main body =ssemblzsd for the night, about one mile
east of MONTZCATINI,

Task Force Howze in the division center zone was
confinrd to patrol and OP activities, reporting enemy contact
and a short fire fight ty one of its patrols, The defensive
attitude assumad by Task Force Howzeo during the preceding
four days was meintained, with greater stress on improve—

n-nt of the defensive positions, This weas continued by

Task Force Howze until relieved in its zone by elements
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of 88th Infantry Division at 043G 8 July 1944,
All forward movament of the lst Armored Division
ceased on 7 July, as it became obvious from a decided stiff-
ening'of Germen resistance all along the front that the snamy
intended to stond there ond take full advantege of the command-
ing terrain that he now held,
On this date, in order to improve its positions, CCA
attacked with "B" and "C" Compsnies, 6th Arﬁored Infantry,
at 0200 2nd secured high ground overlooking th~ road Junction
two miles west of CASTIL SAN GIMIGHANO, This objective was
consolidated and then occupied by "A" Company, 6th Armored
Infantry, =t 0345, at which time B and C Companies assemblad
in a draw behind A Compeny. A counterattack by the enemy at
0610 wes promptly broken up by our artillery, Attached
engineers then cle red the road junction without incident.
CCB held its defensive positions ~nd made plans for
passing the 88th Infantry Division through its'sector, which
thsn was accomplished at 0430, 8 July 1944,

lst Armored Division's responsibiliéy in the Corps
zone ended at 0430, 8 July 1944, The deteils of rrlief
by ~lements of 88th Infrntry Division snd the Corps' Task
Force Remecy continqu howev-r, until 1800 on 10 July at yhich
tine - lst Armored Division, less certain detochments laft
to Task Forc: Ramey and the 88th Infantry Division, reverted

to Army control,
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In th;s period 5-10 July, 1lst Armored Division
units made po.appraciabla-gains. The racéption of heavy
caliber artillery fiom the =n=my on July 6th, the first
during this operation, gave dafinite indication that the
mein cnemy forceswer: turning to halt further advances,
Opsrations of all division slements were strictly confined

to limited objective attacks, designed only to improve
the positions already held, in preparction for the effort
to reduce the final objective, VOLTIRRA, With the general
stiffening of resistance it tecame obvious that this key
to the German defanse system'could not bde téken by armor
nlone. Since the lst Armored Division did not have enough
infrntry to launch a full scale attack, IV Corps turned
this job over to the 88th Infantry Division, The 1st
A:mored Division was relieved of responsibility in the
zone ~t 0430, on 8 July, bdut relief of division elements
in detail continued until 1C July, when the Division less

detachments reverted to Fifth Army control.

Reorgonizi-tion of 1st Armored Division

The exodus of remaining elements of the lst Armored
Division from the combat area continued with nll possible
speed on 1l July 1944 under controi of II Corps, which at

this time was in Fifth Army reserve., After a drief pause,
for the unscrambliﬁg of the mazé of-attachmpnts and Ae-
tachments, the Division closed in a naw assembly area near
BOLGHERI by 2200 on 12 July.
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Generally, the period 13-19 July wes devoted to much
needed reast, rehabilitation? inventory, and maintenance of all
division units. There also were plans for reorganigation under
the ncw T/0 & E for the armored division, Since a stay of sev-
eral weeks wns planned, recrention facilities were set up. 4t
the s~me time, range troining erea wereArandied for sm~1ll unit
training, which began on 17 July 1944,

On this same date, Mcjor General Vernon 3, Prichard
essumed command of 1lst Armored Division, reliaving Major
General 3rnest N, Hermon, who had guided the Division since
April 11, 1943,

For three days after the change of command, rest, re-

hebilitation and limitéd training continurd under guidance of

a provisional training end rehebilitation center, Then, at
0001 on 20 July 1944, the lst Armored rPivision officially
reorganized under the new Wor Department tablas of organ-
ization for armored divisions,

"OLD IRONSIDIS", rlready well sensoned =nd throughly
battle scorred, come out of the reorgenizotion a strenmlined
unit, about two thirds its former size ~nd with m=ny favor-

abls chenges in 211 of its compouents, ' The new organization
hod been worked out for grester flexibility by nrmored force

exports in the United states over a yecr praviously, but

this was the first armor=d division to be raorganized in

the field,




Chief among the_changes vas the elimination of the

regiments,ithn 1st and 13th Armored ~nd the %th Armored In-
fantry, and the substitﬁtion of battalions in their place.
The 1st, 2nd and 3rd Battalions of the old 6th Armor.é.d In-
fontry became the 6th, 1lth and 14th Armofed Infantry Bat—
talions,.respectively; Three tank battaliéns replnced the
two armored rsgiments; The 1st amd 13th Armorel  Reginments
shrank to the lst. and 13th Tank Battalions, respectivelys
Surplus armored personnel formad the 4th Tank Battalion,

Increased by two troops, the 8lst Armored Recon-
neissance Battalion beceame the 8lst Ccvalry Reconnaissance
Squadron; Mechanized; The 16th Armnred Enginser Battalion
wes reduced by two companies, Also redesignet-d was the
Maintenance Battalion which becsme the 123rd Ordnance Maint-

enance Battalion, The Supply Battalion was disbanded, and
most of its personnel and vshicles were incorporated into
gquertermaster truck companies. Activeted to comply with
ths new tables € orgenization were the keserve Command
and a Military Police Platoon,

Armored strengfh of the Division was sharply re-
duced by the changes, In the 0ld ~armered regiments there
were 2 battalions of medium tanks and 1 battalion of light
tanks, erch battsalion having 3 line companies of 17 tonks

each, The new tank battalions consisted of 3 medium and

1 lizht tank compeny each, thus rcducing by 3 medium and

3 light tank companies the total division tank strength.
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These redudtions vera somewhat offset by new and improved
eqpipmant.f‘?irst sﬁipmants of the latest model medium tank
(M4A3E8), armed with a high velocity 76MM gun in pluace of the

75 MM, were recebved soon after reorganization. For =ssault

guns the battalion herdquarters companies were equipped with

105 MM howitzers mounted on medium tank chassis, in place of
the turretless 105 MM howitzer, self-propelled, M-7. The
later weapon was ratained in the field artillery battalions,
which were not altered in number of guns nlthough their
total persomnel wrs reduced,

Complete details of the old division components,
with their corresponding new elenment designations, or el-
imin~tion, is shown in figure Wo.1l page 75,

During the period 20-31 July 1944, following the
official reorganization of the Di?ision, a stiff program of
maintenance, rehcbilitation, and re—orientation of personnel

was the primary mission., Howaver, this timely pause was
not to lest for severnl weeks as originally anticipated, for

by 23 July 1944, the next phase of this tankers nightmare




FIGUKS No, 1

lst Armored Division

(Reorganization 20 July 1944)

0ld Units and Designations

NWew Units ~nd Designations

Hq & Hq Co,, 1lst Armored Division
Service Company, lst Armored Division
Hq & Hq Compnny, CCA

Hq & Hq Company; CCB

1st Armored Kegiment
13th Armored liegiment
Hecdquarters Compony
Reconnaissance Company
Maintenance Company
1st Armored Battelion
2nd Armored Battalion
3rd Armored Bottalion
6th Armored Infrntry Regiment
let Battalion
2nd Battelion
3rd Battalion
Heodaguerters Company
Service Company
8lst Armorad Reconnnissance Battalion
16th Armored Engineer Becttalion
1l41st Armored Signal Company
Hq & Hq Battery, Division Artillery
27th Armored Field Artillery 3attelion
68th Armorsd Field Artillery Battalion
91st Armore«d Field Artillery Battalion
Hq & Hq Company, Division Trains
Mnaintenance Battalion
Supply Battalion
47th Armored Medicel Battalion
Military Police Company
Division Band
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Hq & Hq Company, lst Armor-d Div,

Hq & Hg Company, CCA

Hq & Hq Company, €CB'
R-s-rve Command (now)
1st. Tank Zattalion

13th Tank battalion’

4th Tank Battalion (new)

6th Armored Infantry Battalion
11th Armored Infantry Battalion
14th Armored Infantry Battalion

8lst Cav Reconnaissance Sq Mecz,.

16th Armored Engineer Battalion

141st Armor«d Signal Company

Hq & Hq Btry, Division Artillery
27th Armd Field Artillery Bn
68th Armd Field Artillery Bn
91st Armd Field Artillery Bn

Hq & Hy Co, Division Trains
123rd Ordnance Maint 3n

47th Armd M-dical Battalion
Military Police Platoon
Division Band
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CHAPTER V
THE GOTHIC LIKE

By 23 July 1944, Fifth Army troops had cleared nearly
all enemy strong points and centers of resistance in their zone,
which now extended for 35 miles along the south bank of tﬁe ARWO
RIVER from the LIGURIAN COAST to a point about 20 miles west of
FLOKZICE, Beyond the river lay the broad ARNO PLAIN, the rugged
northern APENNINE MOUNTAINS, and the well-prepared and heavily
defended positions of the GCTHIC LINE, This line barred the way
to the FO VALLTY and was the German's last natural defensive
varrier in ITALY (See Appendix No. IA, page xviii).

The 1lst ﬁrmoredvDivisibn then completing its reorg-
enization, was to play an important, but not spectacular, role
in the approach to and breaching of the GOTHIC LINE, Since
the main attack was made by units to the east, and only limit—
ed troops were available for this secondnry effort, the Div-
ision was employed on a broad front to maintain pressure on
the enemy. Unexpected German withdrawals hrstened its advance
across the ARWO PLAIN and into the foothills of the APEUNINES..
Rugged mountain terrain and extensive demolitions, rather than
strong enemy action, became the main deleying factors as the
Division drove up against, and through,the main GOTHIC LIWE
positiens, .

Reproupinz Alone The ARNO RIVER

The 150-mile pursuit from ROME had come to an end.

A generrl halt slong the front was necessary for tactical
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and administrative reorganization, for the Allies had learned
during the past winter that only a carefully planned, coord-—
inated and sustained attack could drive the Germans from their

prepared mountain defenses.l« Extensive planning and stock-

piling of supplies for smashing the formidable obstacles. ahead

dictated that a temporary defense be assumed, Light screening
forceswere deployed along the river; staffs planned; and the
bulk of the troops regrouped, trained and rested.

Final long-range Allied plans for assault of the GOTHIC
LINT callad for the British mighth Army to make the main drive
along the ADRIATIC (east) COAST., Fifth Army was to launch a
secondary attack towards BOLOGNA in the right portion of its
widening zone to divert German reserves, while maintaining an
aggressive defense and folloming up any ecnemy withdrawals in
front)of the remainder of its zone., In preparation, front line
infantry divisions were pulled back znd attached to II Corps,
which held( a narrow sector on the right, where they trained
and rested during most of august for the planned push towards
BOLOGNA and the PO VALLEY. The IV Corps sector was held by
Task Force Ramey and the newly formed Task Force 45 (See append—
ix No, IV,p xxxv & xxxvi), and, later, the lst Armored Division,

Marshal Kessglring was also busy regrouping his dis-
organized German forces, forming mobile reserves znd strength-
ening defensive positinns for the critical last-ditch stand.

Forward observation posts and decfensive positions and
strong points were established south of the river, and most

78




I

troops were bivouaced to the rear beyond range of nearly all
Germsn artillery, The main outpost line was first located
~bout one mile south of the river bank, but was l-ter pushed
forward about one half mile and, in certain scattered places,
reached the bank, Opposing forces eth&nged artillery fire
and sent aggressive night patrols to probe across the river,
which was only weist deop in many pli.ces. Superior American
artillery was sometimes ~ugmented DY all available tanks and
tank destroyers, It provided effective harrassing and destruct-
ive fire, neutralizing enemy observation nosts, strong points,
end artillery immediately norsh of the river and destroying
small boats and footbridges on the river, Tanks and other
vehicles carried out large scale demonstrations as pert of

» plon to hicde the resl offensive intentions to the east.
Other deceptive measures included the use of smoke and cam-
ouflaged dummy installations., Mernwhile, troops and supplies

were moved at night with great secrecy into the aren south

On 25 July th 1st Armored Division wns attached to

IV Corps but remnined in its assenbly area ot BOLGHZRI, south-

- east of CICINA. Two dnys later CCB wes further attached %o

Task Force Ramey and enbdered the line when the task force
took over the center of thz army front on 30 July,

CCB (Coloncl Dewey)

6tn Armored Infantry Battalion
11th grmored Infentry Battalion
14th Armored Infantry Battalion
Compary B, 47th Armored Medical Battalion
Wormal service aistachments.
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Division 4rtillery also joinzc Task Force Ramey on 5
August, The Division, with the 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion
attachzd, returned to the line on 13 August, relieving Task
Force Ramey along the right sector of the IV Corps front. CCB
reverted to division control. Task Force 45 was on the division's
left, and a regimental combat=team of II Corp's 91lst Division
on the right, Infantry elements, backed up by mortars, tanks
and artillery, held the line; other units engaged in gunnery
and small unit tactic2l training. Some tanks and assault guns
were usad in indirect fire roles to reinforce the artillery
battalions.,

PONTEDARA, the main town in the division sector, border-
ed the ARNO RIVTR and marked the most forward positions. Clut-
tered with extensive mines 2ind booby traps, and with German
machine guns less than 200 yards away, PONTEDERA was a hot spot.
It drew sevaral artillery concentrations of over 300 rouncds. The
Ambulanc2 Plaztoon of Co B, 47th srmored Medical Battalion, labor-
ed three days and nights evacuating 30C aged z:nd invalid Italian
patients from PONTEMZRA's inain hospital., Although frecuently
shelled enroute, only one ambulznce was hit and no one was hurt.2

The Germans used the ARNO RIVZR levees as their first
line of defense, having established 2 series of strong points
and machine gun positions z2long the river~line., Likely cross-—
ing sights were mined and these forward positions were backed
up with mortars, light anti-aircraft guns, and light and mediunm
artillery., Enemy sir zactivity was almost nonexistent. Observ-
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atién indicated that the Germans planned a slowgforderly re-
treat in face of the inevitable Allied attack, %This, then,
was the forward outpost of the GOTHIC LINE,~so'b1aced to delay
to a maximum, and thus gain time for continued preparation of
the main GOTHIC LINE positions,

Throughout the month of August activity along the front
was limited mainly to active combat patrolling, mortar and art-
jllery exchanzes, and fire fights with enemy patrols, Opposing
troops swam or waded the river, exchanged shots and returned,
Casualties were light.

In mid-August Allied plans shifted the future Fifth
Army attack farther to the east. IV Corps was required to
assume a wide front, while the US II Corps and British XIII
Corps regrouped to attack north of FLORTICE, The 370th In-
fantry Regimental Combat Team, 92nd Division, reached ITALY

in August ond was attached to the lst Armored Division on the

20th, taking over part of its left front beginning on the night

of 24 August., The 1lth and l4th Armored Infantry Battalions
were shifted to the right, In the reshuffling of troops XIII
(British) Corps, which then held most of FLOXENCE, was attached
to Fifth Army; its 6th South Africen Armoreé Division (rein-
forced) was attached to IV Corps and began taking over theﬂ
newly assigned right flank on 26 Aujust. The procession of

units moving behind light screening forces revecled to the

enemy that an attack was shaping up, but he was unable to
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determine exactly where it would take place. Therefore, German
outposts became increaSiﬁgiy sensitive to any move made by Al~
lied artillery or patrols.

Despite the loss of a large number of units to Seventh
US Army for the invasion of Southern FRANCE, Fifth Army was
rested and ready to attack; but the overall plan required that
its action be coordinated with that of the Brit?sﬁ Eighth Army,;
which was the larger force and was to make thé méin effort on
the right.

Far to the enst Fighth Army forces léunched the main
Alliéd attack up the ADRIATIC COAST on 25 Augcust, By 6 Sep-
tember they had advanced 30 miles, had cracked the eastern
anchor of the GOTHIC LIFE and were poised on the last ridge-
line south of RIMINI, the strategic center of communications
which controlled important highways running northwest behind
the GOTHIC LINE to BOLOGHA and the FO VALLEY. Now, with enemy
reserves shifting to the threatened east flenk, was the time
for Fifth Army to apply pressure on the center of the line;
But to prevent his weakened western forces from being cut
off by a Fifth Army attack, tbe enemy begen an unexpected
withdrawal 31 August towards the main GOTEIC LINE. General

Clark immediately directed IV Corps to follow up these with-

dravals znd execute a reconnaissance in force of MOUITS ALBANO

and PISAWO, the dominating hill masses in that area of the wide

ARWO PLAIN,




Across The ARNO PLAIN

Tesk Force 45 on the left, the 1lst Armored Pivision

in the center, and the 6th South Africen Armorgd Division on
the rizht each sent reinforced patrols aéross fhe ARNO at sev-
eral points on the night of 31 August. (1t is:suggested that
the reader unfold Map No. 4, pagell8, and trace on it the act-
jons discussed in this and the following chepter). Extensive
minefields crused some casualties, but only scattered contact
was mede with ensmy snipers ond rear gucrd elements, Enemy
withirawal thus confirmed, the large scale crossing was pushed
_up to 0100, 1 September, Previbus weeks of patrolling and
Planning aided the selection of favorable fording sites, and
troops crossed the river smoothly and rapidly,

CCA of the lst Armored Division was assigned the
nission of taking MOUNT PISANO, in the left portion of the
Division zone.

ccA (Coloncl Howze)

370th Infantry Regimental Combat Team (Minus Co c)
1st Tank Battalion

Troop B, 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
Compzny C, 70lst Tank Destroyer Battalion

Wormal service attachments,

The attached 370th Infantry, 92nd Division, commanded
by Colonel Raymond G, Sherman, crossed the river near PONTE-
DERA on the mornin;; of 1 September, with two battalions on
the right (eust) of MOUWT PISAWO and one to the west. The

only casualties along the river vere caused by sniper fire

and mines; troops pushing inland met no opposition. Engineers
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cleared the mines, improved tank fords, and by 0300, 2 Sep-
tember, were operating a Class 30 armored force E:eédway
bridge near PONTEDERA, On 2 September the Brd‘Battalion
advanced sround the west side of 1{OUNT PISANO aqﬁ reached
the SERCHIO RIVER § miles north of PISA. The 1§t Battalion
with one infantry company riding lst Tank Batpéiion tanks,
skirted around the east side_of the mountainffo; 6 miles

and reached positions on the northeast slopéss’ The 2nd

Battalion discarded much of its equipment and followed mule

trails direetly into the hill mass, The régigent advanced

so rapidly that the 4th Tank Batteclion, whicg had moved its
tanks into positions south of the river to'provide indirect
fire sup.ort, found that by the time the guns ﬁere registerecd
in it was not safe to fire, By the end of 2 September control
of MOUNT PISANO was assured,

At the same time, east of MOUWT PISAWO, CCB crossed
the ARHO between CASTELFRANCO and SAWIA CROCE.

CCB (Colonel Dewey)

11th Armored Infantry Battalion

14th Armored Infantry Battalion

Compeny C, 370th Infantry Regiment

13th Tank Battalion .

701st Tenk Destroyer Battalion (Minus Co's A & C)
Wormal service attachments,

Four armored infantry companies, plus some tanks and tank
Gestroyers were across the river by early afternoon of 1 Sep-
temter, Later, armor and other vehicles were held up by dem-
olitions and tlovm tridges at a canal two miles beyond the

river line, but crossed at 0500 the next morring &nd aided
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Tenks of lst Tank Battalion ford the ARNO,




jnfantry troops by neutralizing enemy tenk and small—erms fire.

Advancing on a broad front across the open plain against oril

scattered resistance, CCB moved t0 within 5 miles of ALTOPASCIO.-

On the aivision right flank the pulk of the 8lst Cav-
alry Reconnaissance Squadron and an attached company of the
701st Tank Destroyer Battaiion advanced along the west edaze of
the PADULE DI FUCECCHIO swomp area b0 positions less than &
miles southeast of ALTOPASCIC. Very little resistance was
encountered, Forther east, the 6th South african Armored Jiv-
ision metched the lst armored Division's progress, as 2id Task
Force 45 on CCA's left, 3By the end of 2 Séptember, leading
elements of the entire IV Corps had advanced up to 7 miles
a;:pinst little resistance and, in some places, had outrun
their artillery support. Extensive obstacles, including mine-
fields, road blocks, cannls and ditches, were the chief de-
laying factors,

The lst Armored Division spearheaded the unchecked
advance for the next three days, In CCA's zone the 370th
infantry continued on heyond MOUNT FISALO, encountering art—
jllery ondi small arms fire, and reeched the ancient walled
city of LUCCA on 4 September. (See Map ¥o. 4, pagell®. The
doughboys entered LUCCA.without o,position on the 5th, clear-
ed the road from PISA and reached positions north of the Auto-
strada 2% miles east of the city. Rear guard action of the
Germen 65 Grenadier Division inclucd heavy értillery fire

and sone machine Jun and snioer fire, tut failed to 4o more




than slow the advancing troops. Although hampered by extensive
minefields, Task Force 45 on the left succeeded in clearing the
area south of the 3ERCHIO RIVER by 5 September,

On the right, CCB pushed forward to establish positions
astride and north of the Autostrada, its tanks working closely
with infantry, The Reconnaissancc Company, 70lst Tank Destroyer
Battalion, entered ALLTOPASCIO, the key road center in the area,
on the afternoon of 4 Seotémber. Stiff resistance forced a
withdrawal uhtil latc afternoon, when the cenemy fol}owcd his
customary harassing tacties and in purn pulled back, The 1lith
Amwored Infantry Battalion, with tank support, occupicd the town
and scnt outposts out 1 mile beyond the Aut5strada. To the north-

cast two assault forses, cach made up of a company from the 1llth

Arnorcd Infantry Battalion, a scction of medipm tanks and a

scction of tank destroyers, also rcached the Autostrada, Encny
shelling and mortar fire increcascd on 4 September, Cub planes
werc used to assist observers in cffectively adjusting Allled
artillery fire, A fow tanks werc spotted, and at isolated
points antitank guns emplaced in pillboxes resisted stubbornly
until knocked out. The cneny did not attempt to hold positions
for more then a fow hours, however, Allicd casualties were
light, but Coloncl Dewey, commander of CCB, was wounded on the
afternoon of 4 Sceptomber whilc leading a tesk force. Brigadier
General Denicl, assistant division comnander, assumed command
that night,
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The 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, on the division
right flank, matched CCB's progress; the 6th South African Arm-
ored Division also was abreast and within five miles of PISTOLIA.

In four days the division had crossed the ARNO RIVER and
most of the broad ARWO PLAIN, 1Its three task forces, advancing
on a wide front, hed cleared MOUNT PISANO, LUCCA and ALTOPASCIO,
and now held the Autostrada, the key lateral highway (See Map
No. 4). Action had been limited mainly to patrol clashes, but
German rear guard action was now increasing.

On the 5th of September General Crittenberger, IV Corps
commander, issued jnstructions under Army orders for a general
regrouping along the present Corps front line, directing that
the front be held by a minimum of troops. Patrols were to
naintain contact with the enemy, and troops were to be prepared
to follow up any withdrawels, 4&s much as possible of the lst

Armored Division was to be withdrawn for Corps reserve. It

was planned that the Division would be switched to the east

to exploit north of BOLOGNA in the event that the momentum of

the II Corps attack carried it through the mountains and into

the FO VALLEY., There overall Allied plans called for an en-
circling movement coordinated with the British Fighth Army to
trap the German forces south of the PO RIVER, The newly arrived
Brazilian Expeditionary Force,(BEF) would then replace the 1st
Armored Division in the IV Corps zone. Therefore, General
Frichoerd withdrew CCB's 1lth and 16th Armored Infantry Battalions
to Qivision reserve durin; the evening of 6 September and re-
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placéd them with the 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (minus
Troops A and B) and the 6th Armored Infantry Battalion, north-
enst and northwest of ALTOPAECIO, respectively.4

Swelled by heavy rains, the ARNO reached flood stage on
7 Sentember, &1l fords were impassable and most of the float-
ing bridges as far west as PONTIDERA were washed out, but en-
gineers salvaged the damaged equipment and rapidly replaced key
bridges, In the meantime most Fifth Army supply trucks were
routed over the lst Armored Division bridge at rONTEDERA, or
through FLORENCE, However, the opening of the lar;e port at
LEGHORN, on 26 Au ust, and Hijghway 67, which paralleled the
south bank of the AKNO, had greatly improved Army supply and
evacuation lines to the rear.

Into The Foothills

Fifth Army orders directed the IV Corps push active
patrols well forwvard to maintain contact and to create the
impression that an attack was developing on the ist Armorec
and 6th South African Armored Division fronts, This resulted
in minor gains until 9 September, when orders for the main
Fifth Army attack by II Corps 1ifted restrictions on the
advance of IV Corps., On the morning of the 10th, the 2Znd
Battalion, 370th Infantry, crossed the SERCHIO RIVER in CCAls
zone on a broad front and began clerring the ﬁills on the
west side of the river., The lst 3attalion pressed forward
over the lost few miles of the ARWO PLAIV on the east side

of the river, and on 13 September Company A, riding on tanks,
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fought its wey into PONTE A MORIAMA, 4 miles upstream from
LUCCA. The'same day the entire regiment reached the foothills
of the Horthern APENNINES on a line from PONTE SAN PIETRO to
SEGROMINGHO, a small village 3 miles east of the SERCHIO RIVZR,
Yortheast of SEGROMINGHNO CCB's 6th Armored Infantry
Fattalion enbered the mountain village of VILLA BASILICA on

10 September, =nd the 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

worked its way up a narrow gorge north of rESCIA, It was

necessary for combat patrols to operate far ahead of the
leading units; which were handicapped-by extensive and skill-
fully executed demolitions and ty the lack of roads, |
Even with two infantry battalions completely out
of action, the lst Armored Division was required to operate
on a 20-mile front, Its armor could be used only to a limited
extent in the mountains, The 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissancé Squad-
ron became, in effect, a mountain infantry unit., Only the
enemy's willingness to give up ground permitted the steady
advance to continue,
The rate of the 65 Grenadier.Division's withdrawal
was measured by daily explosions, marking destruction of
bridges or creation of roed blocks; which multislied work
of the already hard-pressed engineers. Small enemy groups
continued the practice of defending a town for a few hours
and then withdrawing, The enemy made no real effort to hold
the ARNO FLAIN or the forward slopes of the Northern APETNINES

on the IV Corps front. Offering only occasional herrassing




resistance, he withdrew on an apparently predetermined sched-
ule, frequently giving up good defensive positions without a
fight. Artillery fire increased, but contact was limited almost
entirely to patrol clashes, The 16 SS Panzer Grenadier Division,
however, did not withdraw along the LIGURIAN COAST until the 1st
Armored Division's advance beyond MOUNT PISANO threatened to
outflank its position from the east, By the 1llth armored patrols
from Task Force 45 reached the outskirts of VIAREGGIO on the
coast. On the right, the 6th South African érmored Division

also pressed forward on the 1lth and 12th to the forward de~
fenses of the GOTHIC LINE, the eneny withdrawing directly ine—

to his prepared positions,

II1 Corps and XIII Corps, too, followed up unexp-ected
enemy withdrawals from 31 August to 9 September. Jumping off
on 10 September, troops of these two corps then azdvanced into
rugzed mountain terrain against increasingz enemy resistance
and reached the outer defenses of the GOTHIC LINE by the night
of the 12tﬁ.

During the first 12 days of September substantial
cains had been made, Forward troops nov held the first line
of hills 15 miles north of the river, Objectives had been

taken with comparative snse and at a low cost in lives, The

delays encountered were due almost entirely to the mountainous

terrain, ARNO floods, and enemy-made obstacles and demolitions.
Active opposition was generally limited to harrassing artillery
fire and patrol clashes until the GOTHIC LIKZ positions were
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rerched, when resistance stiffened considerably. The surprise
of Bighth Army's attack on'tﬁe ADRIATIC COAST caused the enemy
to shift reserves quickly fréom the center of the front of the

east, His thinned westernﬂfgrces were then forced to withdraw

to more easily defended GOTHIC LINE positions in face of Fifth

Army's well-timed threat. 'The enemy was off balance and the

Allies did not intend toggiie him an opportunity to consolidate
his weakened forcesq Fi%tthrmy was now in position to assault
the GOTHIC LINE,

Through The GOTEIC LINE

On the right the main attack by II Corps to pentrate the
GOTHIC LINE north of FLORENCE met heavy enemy resistance. Al Y
thouzh outnumbered three to one, the enemy skillfully defended
the area for four days and nights and inflicfed considerable
casualties. Continous curtains of Alljed artillery and effect-
ive air supnort seriously disrupted enemy rear areas; and German
units shifted to the threatened area, in most cases, arrived %00
late, Attacking day and night, II Corps troops finally smashed
through to seize dominant terrain surrounding the important IL
GIOGO PASS on 17 September, 3By the next day, II Corps held
a 7-mile stretch of the GOTHIC LINE on each side of the pass,
Three days later forward elements gained control of the SAN-
TERNO RIV=R VALLEY, Jjust west of FIRENZUOLA, outflanking the
key FUTA PASS from the east., This position had been made the

strongest point in the GOTHIC LINE, but the enemy was forced

to abandon it the following day, Highway 65, a badly needed
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main supply route, was thus»opened for support of forward troops.

While Fifth Army's maln effort was directed towards
snmashing the GOTHIC LINE at IL GIOGO and FUTA PASSES, IV Corps,’
in theé role of a holding force, was to keep as gany enemy troops
as possitle jmmohilized and to continue probing forward to the
main GOTHIC LINE defenses. With its limited strength and wide
zone, the Corps was- not capable of launching a sustained off-
ensive.5 Its 6th South African Armored Division, on the right,
was responsible for maintaining contact with-ang protecting
the left flank of II Corps. It was hard pressed to cover a
20-mile zone, capture a line of 3,000 foot mountains by dis-
mount ed action and keep up with the II Corps advance,

In the IV Corps center zone, the lst Armored Division
was ordered to maintain pressure on the enemy in the SERCHIO
VALLEY and at the same time hold out part of its force for
possible employment by II Corps. Then on 13 September, IV
Corps was instructed to employ the 1st Armored Divisionm in
such a marner that the Division minus one combat command could
be moved on 48-hour notice to an assembly area near TLORENCE
for use by II Corps in an exploitation rcle as soon as lead-
ing divisions reached the PO VALLEY. With much of its force
in reserve and the remainder covering a l2-mile wide zone, the
Division could do little more than aggressive patrolling to
the front, o real effort was made to push forward until
it became evident on higher levels that 11 Corps, on the right
was meeting increasingly heavier resistance,
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Then on 16 September, IV Corps directed the Dividon

to initiate a reconnaissance in foree of not less than one ine-
!

fantry battalion west of the SERCHIQ‘RIVER, one armored infantry

battalion north of LUCCA and another toward MOUNT LIGUANA, north
of PESCIA, as part of a general Co:ﬁs effort to prevent the
enemy from withdrawing troops froq the front., This order in
effect released the 1lth and i4th Armored Infantry 3attalions
for active usé. The 1st Armored Division was further aided
when the 6th Regimental Combat Team, Irazilian Ehpediﬁionary
Force, assumed responsiblity for part of the division left front
held by the attached 370th Infantry's 2nd Battalion. Thus
strengthened, the Division was able to adopt more aggressive
tactics, |

To ereate an impression of greater strength in its
zone, 1V Corps carried out an extensive program of harrassing
artillery fire, In one small triangsular-shaped area north-
west of PISTOLIA, for example, 158 missions Qere fired by
the 1st Armored Division, 6th South African Armored Division,
and IV Corps artillery during the 3-day period 15-17 September,
Normal artillery weapons were reinforceé by the indirect fire
of tank and tank destroyer guns,

The 1st Armored pushed forward on the morning of the 17th,
The 2nd and 3rd Battalion of CCA's attached 370th Infantry,
attacked thru the hills on the west side of the STRCHIO RIVER,
while its 14th Armored Infantry Battalion attacked on the east

side of the river.,




- CCA (Colonel Howze)

370th Infantry Regimental Combat Team

14th Armored Infantry Battalion

1st Tank Battalion

Co B,701st Tank Destroyer Battalion

Troop B, 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

91st Armored Field Artillery Battalion

598th Field Artillery Battalion

Normal service attachments
Duriﬁg the next 2 days CCA moved forward about 2 miles against
comparatively light resistance until strong GOTHIC LINE main
defenses forced a halt in the narrow gorge where the SERCHIO
flows east before turning south of PONTE A MORIANA.

Worth of PESCIA CCB's 8lst Cavalry Keconnaissance Squadron
and 11th Armored Infantry Battalion, meeting slight resistance
but encountering extensive and effective demolitions, advanced
through the GOTHIC LINE to the village of CASTELVECCHIO and
MOUNT LIGUANA, the Corps objective.

cCs (Colonel Dewey)

6th Armored Infantry Battalion

11th Armored Infantry Zattalion

81lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron

: (Minus Troop B)

13th Tank Battalion

68th Armored Field Artillery 3attalion

Normal service attachments
As division troops drove deeper into the mountains supply
difficulties increased steadily; pack mule teams Were at tacheds
The 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, which had no nules
until the 18th, was forced to convert Troop A into pack troops

to keep its forward .elements supplied from 17 to 21 September,

while roads were being repaired.6
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The breakthrough by II Corps at IL GIOGO PASS on 18
September raised the possiblity of a swift drive to the PO -
VALLEY, and further plans were made for the use of the 1lst
Armored Division by II Corps, Orders issued on 20 September
directed tﬁat an armored task force, consisting essentially of

one tank battalion and one armored infantry battalion, with

necessary swapporting troops, be prepared to move on 4-hours

notice any timec after 1900, 21 September, to an area to be des-
ignated by II Corps. General Prichard immediately prepared to
releose CCA, The 1lst Battalion, 370th Infantry, relieved the
14th Armored Infantry Zattalion on 20 September, and the 370th
Infantry took over the former CCA zone., On the morning of 21
September, CCA, consisting of the lst Tank Battalion; the 14th
Armored Infantry Battalion; Co C, 16th Armored Engineer Bat-
talion: Co B, 70lst Tenk Destroyer Battalion: Troop 3, 8lst
Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron and Company A, 47th Armored
Medical 3attalion,. began moving to an assembly area just north-
west of FLORENCE between PRATO and SESTO, where maintenance was
stressed., The loss of these troops forced the Division to re-
group and again brought a temporary halt to further advances,

On the left, the Brazilian Expeditionary Force's 6th
Regimental Combat Team reinforced was introduced in a 5-mile
mountainous zone between Task Force 45 and the 1lst Armored
Division, and matched their advances,

Looking Back

The enemy had constantly shifted his units on the v
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Corps front, introducing reserve units while moving experienced
troops to the east to meet the critical II Corps threat, Iv
Corps efforts to hold enemyjunits on the line were only part=
ially successful, One firsﬁ—class German division and a portion
of another were shifted to the II Corps front, while a second-
class éivision was drawn in%o the line,

Air bombardment played an important part in the breach~
inz of the GOTHIC LINE by Fifth Army, Although limited in pre-
liminary bombing missions by the necessity of concealing the
point of the main attack, durin;; the first 12 days of Sep-
tember 777 fighter-~bomber and 410 medium bomber sorties were
flown, -(All of the.medium bomber sorties.were flown during
the last two. days of-.this period, after Ii'cérps had Yeen
committed and the need for secrecy had passed). IL GIOGO and
FUTA PASSES were plastered andvrail and road traffic in rear
of the GOTHIC LINE were straf "ed and disrupted. 1,333 fighter-
bomber and 552 medium bomter sorties were flown in the 7 day
period, 13-19 September, providing excellent support of the II
Corps drive. "Rover Joe", a system of forward pbservétion

posts connected by radio with fighter-bombers in the air which

had been effectively used by the British in AFRICA, was introduced

on the Fifth Army front on 13 September, coincident with the II
Corps jumpoff, This system greatly facilitated air-ground
coordination, permitted bombing and strafing of key or fleeing
targets well within the bomb safety line, and in some cases,
produced destruction or neutralization of these targets with-
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in 20 minutes.7

Tive days after the inital breaching of IL GIOGO PASS,
I1 and XIII British Corps uniﬁs had passed through the GOTHIC
LINE on a 30 mile front extending from VERNIO to SAY GODEWZO
PASS., 1V borps, the "holding! force, was partialiy through
at several points, Its 1st A%mored Division had maintained al-
most constant pressure on the withdrawing Germans throughout
the month, chasing them across the ARNO PLAIN and driviné then
into their main defensive positions., Zattling dgfficult terrain,
‘hizhly unsuitable for employment of armor, lst Armored troops
pressed forward and punched their way through the mountains and
the GOTHIC LINE, Tanks were used in close support of infantry,
where possible, and in both direct and indirect.fire roles.
Advanced elements of II Corps were 10 miles past IL GIOGO PASS
and 30 miles beyond the ARNO RIVER,

The speed with which the breach had been made, in the
face of torturous mountain terrain and stubborn enemy resistance,
represented a brillant achievement. The careful timing of the

Eighth ond Fifth Army c=ttacks, the concentration of power in

narrow zones and the relentless pressure applied along the en-

tire front afforded the enemy no opportunity to rerzain his
balance after the surprise Allied attacks and necessary shift-—
ing of his troops. The Germans fought a skillful and determined
battle, inflicting 2,731 casualties on the three assault infantry
divisions of II Corps during the period 13-18 September alone.
Considering the strength of the enemy'and the importance of the

GOT5IC LINE, however, the price of victory was not great.
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CHAFTER VI
DﬁIVE ON BOLOGNA
Allied nrmies had cracked through the GOTHIC LINE on
the cxtreme right and now héld a large (II Corps) salient ex~-
tending through the center of the line nbrth toward BOLOUHNA.
They were determined to push’ on through the remaining.mountains
and break out into the broad, indastrial PO VALLEY before winter
set in, The German defenders were just as determined to prevent
this collapse of their final defensive position in ITALY.

" Since the lst Armored Division wrs of 1little value as

a major offen#ive unit in the alp-like mountainous terrain, it
again played a less colorful role in this drive on BOLOGNA, CCA
infentry was employed in the II Corps salient, first on the right
flank, then on the left; while CCB continued to drive down
Highway 64 and the SETTA VALLEY in the right portion of the IV
Corpe zome, The Division, minus CCB, then joined CCA in the
left of the II Corps sclient in mid-November. After unsuccess-—
ful attacks on the formidable MONTZRAMICI hill mass, defensive
positions were developed ond meintzined, Action was almost
completely limited to that cheracteristic of dismounted in-
fentry. Units of the armored division were thus employed by
the Army commander to relieve infantry division elements for .
the main drive on BOLOGNA,

Emphnsis On The Center

., On the ADRIATIC (east) front the British Eighth Army,

which had made the Tirst preach of the GOTHIC LINZ, was fight-~
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ing flooded streams, village strongpoints and a determined
enemy, The German Tenth Army, reinforced by units from the

center of the overall line, was able to hold the British until

21 September, when it became necessary to abandon RIMINI, the

eastern sateway to the PO VALLEY, Had the British reached the
plain three weeks earlier, it would have been possible to emp=
loy armor there on a large scale, but late rains now made the
marshy flats even more difficult thaon the mountains, In the
meantime, the initiative had passed to Fifth Army's II Corps,
whose advance had then become the major threat; and many Germ-
an troops were shifted back to the center of the line,

On the left, opposing forces were busy shifting troops:
IV Corps to compensate for loss of the bulk of the lst Armored
Division; end the enemy to meet the II Corps drive in the center,
Three days after CCA had begun its move to the II Corps area,
General Crittenberger had issued orders releasing the remain-—
der of the lst Armored Division, less CCB, Task Force 92,
under Brigadier General John S, Wood, assistant commander of
the 92nd Infantry Division, took over the division's zone on
25 September, He had under ﬁis command the 370th Infantry RCT
and CCB.,

cCB (Colonel Dewey)

11th Armored Infantry Battalion

13th Tank Battalion

68th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

Troop D, 8lst Cavalry ieconnaissance Squadron
Company B, 47th Medical Battalion (Armored)
Company A, 123rd Ordnance Maintenance Battalion
Company A, 16th Armored fngineer Battalion

3

102




The First Armored Divisioh (minus CCA and CCB) revert-

ed to Fifth Army control 25 éeptember and moved to an assembly
area near CALEHZANd, seven miles northwest of FLORENCE, where
CCA was located,

Only the ﬁecessary reliefs had been completed on the
night of 25-26 September when Genernl Wood prepared to renew the
advance up the SERCHIO VALLEY and into the mountains north of
PESCIA, Beginning slowly on the 26th, the attack galned mom-
entum the next dey. By the 28th, CCE had ndvanced about 5
miles against scattered, light resiétance to the villame of
LUCCHIO, in the LIMA VALLZY., To the left, this advance was
matched by the 370th Infantry and Task Force 92, which had
passed through the GOTHIC LINZ poéitions and sealed off the
east-west portion of Highway 12. This highway had formerly
served as the main lsteral route of communication for enemy
troops opposing the center of the IV Corps front, The Germ-
ans were forced to give up this g}ound facing IV Corps to
avoid being outflsnked by II Corps., Thus, although no gen—~
eral offensive wes lounched, IV Corps troops continued to
move forwerd, By the end of the month a1l but the coastal
stretch of the GOTHIC LINE defenses had been left behind,

The continued advance of II Corps in the center 1led
General Crittenberger to concentrate more end more strength
along the IV Corps right boundary, vhich was shifted to the
right (east) on 28 September. The entire 6th South African
Armored Division moved east to the new zone, and the fronts
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of other IV Corps units were widened accordingly. CCB was

detachcd from Tesk Force 92 on the 29th and was also shifted
to the east with the mission of ‘advancing down Highway 64,
Task Force 92, which now consisted of only the 37Cth Regiment-
21 Combat Team, was on its left, and the 6th South African
Armored Division on the right, The latter's 74th Light Anti-
aircraft Regiment, which had just taken over a portion of the
line astride Highwey 64 at COLLINA (over the APINNINZS divide),
wes temporarily placed under operational control of GCB, v
Corps troops were thinly spread and only the veakness of oppos—~
ing forces permitted them to push on,

In the center of the Army line, General Clark ordered
II Corps to continue the main attack directly north towards
RADICOSA PASS and northerst down the SANTERNO VALLEY towards
IMOLA (20 miles suthesst of BOLOGWA), while XIII Corps pushed
on toward FAENZA., All Army'units vere directed to be prepared
to exploit fully any collrpse of enemy resistance; CCA of the
lst Armored was available to II Corps as a mobile exploiting
force.

CCA Pluzs The Gaps

On the Corpé right the 88th Division drove 10 miles
down the SANTIRNO VALLBY towards IMOLA, through extemely diff-
jcult terrain and weather and against increcsing enemy opposit—
jon, This advance increased the gep between II Corps and XIII
Corps, so that it was necessary to driw CCA from Army reserve

to protect the threntened supply lines.l The 14th Armored
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Infantry Battalion wns attaghed to the 88th Infantry Division
on the 24th and went into position to its right rear begimning
on the 26th, Two days luter CCA's 6th Armored Infantry Bat-
talion was &lso placed in the line., Control of the 1l4th Arme
ored Infantry then reverted to CCA, which had been attached to
11 Corps on 28 September, With two armored infantry battalions-
in line, General Daniel was responéible for protecting the
over-extended right flank., CCA saw little action here other
than patrol clashes ani artillery exchanges.

The 88th Infantry Division was stopped atop the last
commanding peaks 12 miles from IMOLA on 30 September by strong
enemy forces which inflicted heavy casualties. Ten miles west
other Corps troops captared the 4,000 foot mountains beyond
RADICOSA PASS. By the end of the month Fifth Army's II Corps
had advanced nearly two-thirds of the way from FLORENCE to‘
BOLOGMA, On its ecst flank, troops on MOUNT. BATTAGLIA were

within visuel range of the PO PLAIN; heavy srtillery located

in the SANTEENO 7ALLEY could place interdictory fire on High-

vay 9, the enemy's principal lateral-route of communie:tion,
These were substrntial successes, and the momentum of the ad-
vance had not been reduced appreciably, There was reason to
anticipate an early end to fighting>in the mountains.

The success of the Fifth Army offenisve depended in
large part upon the ability of II Corps to reach the POOVALLEY
before bnd weather and arrival of enemy reinforcements null-
ified its temporary advantage, Hoving been attacking generally
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northeast, the Corps was turned to the north during the first
week of October, fn the event that the attack met with success,
General Clark anticipated that Fifth Army troops would break-
out into the PO VALLEY on a droad 30-mile front, prepared to
drive north to cut off enemy forces facing Eighth Army and to
block to the west to prevent withdrawals along the IV Corps
front, IV Corps would drive up the coast to capture the great
port of GENOA and open a supply road to the western plain,

North of the RADICOSA PASS srea, the enemy had utilized
Italien civilians to build up a series of well selected delay-
ing positions spseced through 15 miles of extremely rugged mount-—
ains. The lst Armored Division (less CCB), which vas available
to II Corps, would be of little offensive value in these mount-
aips, but it was hoped that armor could be employed in an ex—
ploitation role once the open plain wes reached,

I1 Corps jumped off on 1 October. After the morning
mist lifted the day cleared and "Kover Joe" went back into
action, Twenty-four hours later = cold wind whipped through
the mountains; the low-clouds, fng and rain continued for
a week, The enemy fought a stubborn delaying action, fin-

ally falling back to his next position during the 3rd and 4th

days, but only after being outflanked or overrun. CCA's 14th
Armored Infantry Battalion relieved part of the 88th Infantry
Divisjon along the II Corps right (east) flank on the night

of 3 October and assisted in defending this comparatively quiet
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sector until reli-ved by XIII Corps units on the 6th, The
1st Armored Division's 27¢h and 9lst hrmored Ficld Artillery
Battalions were attoched to the 34th Infantry Division, on
the left, 7 October.

| The main attack continued against increasing eneny
resistance, steady rains and hervy fog. Casualties were high"
on both sides, Although some enamy units were in a critical
condition and others hrd been badly mauled, German leaders
displayed amazing resourcefulness in putting together odds
and ends to build up forces in this area. The terrain was
probably the worst encountered in the campaign, rope ladders -
were required to scale certain rocky crests. At one point,
the 91st Infantry Division faced a sheer rock wall three miles
long and, in places, nearly 1500 fe=t hizh, Good ronds were ’
almost non-existent; supply snd evacuation problems were mal-
tiplied.,

As the enenmy's second delaying position was pierced,

XIII Corps took over part of the II Corps right flank, CCA,
consistinz of the 6th and 14th Armored Infontry Battalions,
wrs detached from tﬁe 88th Infantry Division on 8 October and
shifted to the left. Attadhed to the 34th Infantry Division,
the combat command entered the line southwest of the MONTER-
AMICI hill mass during early morning hours of 11 October, (See
Uap No. L,p 11B8),permitting the 34th to begin concentration -
of its forces to the east for a new attack,. Adverse weather

and impassable roads required that supplies be carried to
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some units by pnck-board., Troops patrolling forward to im=
prove their positions met enemy grennde, rifle, machine gun,
tank; mortar and artillery fire, and counterattacks. ZEffective
artillery fire dbroke up this resistance, in most cases, but
did not permit substantial gains,

At 1200, 14 October, ‘control of CCA and the adjacent
-35th Infantry Regiment, 34th Infantry Division, passed to the
1st Armored Division, which had been attrched to II Corps on
7 October and had moved up to‘take over the 34th Division zone.
A number of other units were temporarily attached to the div-
ision at this time, including the 91st Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron, two tank-platoons, one tank gestroyer platoon, one
medical company and one chemicel platoon, Division tanks were
used to support front line infantry units, where possible, and
to reinforce Division Artillery. The wenther and terrain were

so bnd that forwnrd tanks were left in place and relief crews

were .rototed through them., The 16th Armored Engineer Battalion,

augmented by 100 nmen from tank, reconnaissance and artillery

battalions, spent most of the month maintzining roads and bridges,
In the meantime other Corps urits pressed forward,

aided by four days of favorable weather, and by the 15th crack-

ed the third (and strongest) dslaying line. The slow, bitter

fighting was the heaviest since IL GIOGO PASS, and indicated

that a swift'; breakthrough to the PO VALLEY was now unlikely,

CCB, On The Left

To prevent a gap from developing between II nand IV
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Corps, General Clark had strengthened the 6th South African,
Armored Division and madé it a self-contained unit. Flaced
under direct control of Fifth Army on 5 October, it had the
mission of attacking down theASETTA VALLEY to keep pace with
1I Corps =nd maintain contact with IV Corps on the left. CCB
of the lst Armored Division and numerous artillery units were
attoched. IEnginesrs, assisted by Italian partisans, followed
closely behihd the leuding company of CCB's 1lth Armored In-
fentry Battalion to repair roads, bricges ¢ d by-passes for
tanks and the rest of the column, Extensive demolitions were
encountered and, in places, roads were blown right off the
sides of mountains, Heavy rains and swollen mountain streams
added to supply difficulties, which had become a major problem,.
It was necessary to hand-carry suppli~s across straams, load
thcm'onto peeps which crossed before the water had risen and
then repeat the process at the next obstacle.z

PORKITTA was taken on 5 October, (See Map Fo.4,p 118)
Here CCB was fighting above the cloud line.3 ™wo days later
patrols in SILIA drew enemy machine gun fire, the first act-
ive reéistsnce in this zone, Then scattered ~nemy artillery
fire fell on POKRETTA for several days. The 1lth Armored
Infantry Battalion occupied SILIA on 11 October aszainst only
Xight artillery fire.

On the 13th a coordinated infantry-tank attack by

CCB took the enemy by surprise and by noon had secured the

key ground at BOMBIANA, 5000 yards o the 1left (wvest) of
1C9




Highway 64 north of SILIA.l Heavy enemy artillery barrages

-

pounded SILIA and the by-pass around its blown dridge, in-

flicting a few casualties, An enemy counterattack on BONB-

IANA, supported by strong mortar and artillery fire, was
repulsed by 1800 hours, During the attack on BOMBIANA a
private of the lst Platoon, Company 4, llth Armored Infantry
Battalion, threw a grenade into a house window killing‘two
Germens and wounding three others; his squad took 12 more
prisoners. When the counterattack came, the same soldier
charged a group of attacking Germans when they got within

50 yards of his position, and chased them away.

Although it had not matched the advance of II Corps,
by 15 October the reinforced 6th South African Armored Dive
ision had advanced to GRIZZANA and was securely tied in with
the lst Armored Division on its right, thus protecting the
'left flank of II Corps. This ares was characterized by ex—
tensive demolitions, obstncles nnd the same difficult terrain
which II Corps was experiencing.

Vbather permitting, fighter-bombers attacked eneny
communications with constderable success. : In~-
cendiary bombs, made from one-hundred-ten gellon gasoline
fuel tanks ¢nd containing & Jjelly-like mixture of gasoline
and "Napaln", were used for the first time on the Italian
front. They prov-d particularly effective against enemy
bivouncs and troop installations in wooded areas where the

burning fuel sterted fires over wide areas. A large air
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asscult was launched on 12 October directly in front of the
1I Corps bulge and also-against the BOLOGNA area. 1661 tons

of bombs were dropped on 74 targets : by 750

haavy bombers, 300 nediom bombers and 277 £1ght er-bombers.

Egg_final Push

At many points Aliied troops were within visual range
of the PO VALLEY, but BDL@GEA wes still 13 long airline miles
away, Time was running short. Troops wWere nearing exhaustion;
while German troops opposing II Corps were being reinforced and
would soon equal its shrengtﬁ. The ammuanition supply was abp—
roaching a critical level: it was estimated that the current
expenditure rate would require the Army to adopt a defensive
role by eurly November.4 Battle casualties and lack of ad-
equate replacemonts aftded to the factors which forced an im-
mediz.te decision. The gecisive push would have to be made
now, or wait until after Winter.

The final effort to break through to the PO VALLEY
southenst of BOLCGNL wes 1aunched on 16 October. The 34th
Infantry Division, in the nose of the II Corps bulge, attempt~
ed to push directly north but ran into very strong resistance
from the 29 Prnzer Crenadier Divison, one of the finest Germ-
an Adivisions in ITiLY, In addition to other attacks along
the front, CCA and the 135th Infantry launched & coordinated
attack against the MOWTERAMICI hill mass on 17 October, but
herdly dented strong enemy defenses, On the left CCA's 14th
Armor ed Infantry Battalion, with tank support, Jjumped off at
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0700 against stiff resistaﬁce and was initially successful,
securing hills 403 and 427 within six hours, However, a
strong counterattack, supported by heavy fire, forced a with-
drawal to the ravines souﬁﬁ of these objectives that after-
noon, and troops spent that night in their former positions,
Attacking the nex; day at 063C, both the 6th and
11th Battzlions were olso held in place. Enemy artillery
pounded the aren, cutting telephone lines 2nd ceousing cas-
unlties, The 135th Infantry attempted to advance but failed,
The front was strongly outposted thet night. On the 19%h,
the 1st Armored Division nnd the adjacent Slst Infantry Div-
ision assumed an "aggressive defense", with troops comstantly
patrolling to the front to maintain contact with the enemy,
The failure of the 34th Division ~nd other II Corps
units to make apprecisble gains, snd the possibility of a
large counter-attack ageinst the II Corps left (west) flank
caused n chenge in Corps plans, In orier to force General
Lemelsen to spread his troops over a wider front, uweneral
Clark ordered attncks on both flrnks of the nose of tke II
Corps solient, Air and artillery support aided the 85th
and 88th Divisions, on the right, in cepturing designated
hill masses on the 19th and in prepering to meet possible
counterattacks, But other Corps units barely budged. The
emphasis was then agnin shifted to the northeasé and the
attack continued. Mud, mountains, rain and fog assisted the

enemy in inflicting considerable casualties ond in stopping
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Division Artillery scores a direct hit on German strongpoint on MONTERAMICI,
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this final effort, which bogged down by evening of the 26th,
just four miles short of Highway 9, The same day another
tormrential rain washed out @ridges. Several footbridges were

put in, and even a breecheg buoy was installed at one point,

but transport was tied up, Ammunition and rotioms had to be

male-packed and hand carried to forward troops.

Many other factors, however, dictated a general halt,
Units were greatly understrength and worn down from six weeks
of bitter, rusged fighting., Ammunition was short. Personnel
replacements could not be obfained in time to influence the
final push, Only the hope that one more attack would carry
them through had kept Allied troops from halting earlier.
Heavy rain, mud , the bitterly cold nights of approashing. ..
winter weather, and the near complete oxhaustion of troops
were other determining factors. The balance of statistics
le=ned more and hore heevily in favor of the enemy. German
troops opposing II Corps had increased from one full division,
plus elements of two others, to seven divisions plus elements
of three others. Facing Fifth army, overall, German forces
hod increcsed from seven to sixteen divisioms,

On the 28th of October II Corps directed its units
to develop defensive positions in place to prepore to mee$
counter—attacks and to relieve as many troops as possible
for rest and rehabilitation, The offensive had ended -
nine miles from BOLOGNA ond only four miles from the vital

PO VALLEZY Highvway!
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On the left the 6th South ifrican Armorod Division
had slugged its way forwerd Slowly, and CCB of the 1lst Arm-—
ored (attached) pushed north along Highway 64 beyond SILIA.
But these units too, had vi?tuélly ground to a halt by the
o6th, CCB's 11lth hrmored Infantry Battalion, reinforced with
reconnaissance and tank eleﬁents, did take PALAZZ0 and CAST-
ELACCIO on the 29th, however. Company B, dpfending the lntter
village, received a strong, aggressive enemy éounterattack at
0900 the next morning. ‘The company ¢ommander later reported
by radio that his command post was surrounded and requested
reinforcements., VWhen asked how far the enemy was from him,
he replied, "There's one two yards from me ncw", and signed
off. Nothing was heard from the compeny for the next fifteen
minutes. Then the company commander aiain celled battalion,
His outfit had held, in close combat, and by 1100 hours the
attack had bren repulsed, The Germans countercttacked in
battalion strengtk five times in the next four days and plast-
ered the srea with heavy fire, but friled to regain the lost
ground. GCompany B hﬁld.s

IV Corps, reduced to the strensth of no more than
a reinforced division and thinly spread along the Army left
flenk, faced jegged perks and twisting valleys more rugged
than thoée in the II Corps zone. Enemy forces, too, were
thin and now consisted of only second-class units. Switched
to the coastal zone, Task Force 92 wis hampered by swollen

cresks, steep cliffs »nd heavy enemy fire, It was holted
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on 23 October, Although the Brazilien 6th Regimental Combat
Tean had pushed forwerd nearly S'miles, Corps orders limited
further action to only local attabks, since it wes feared

that a salient might develop and thus encourage a count er-
attack ﬁhich could not be met because reserves were not avail-
able,

Fifth Army troops had fought a heartbreaking battle
against weather, terrain and the enemy y although commerndw " -
able advances were made in the center of the II Corps salient,
they had been stopped. Some of them could see the PO VALLEY
from their positions, All of them griml& faced znother bitter

winter in the mountains,
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CHAPTER -VII

VINTSh IN THE MOUNTAINS

As the unsuccessful @rive on BOLOGNA bo;jsed down during
the last few days of Octobef,'lst Armored Division troops dug
in for the Winter, They were to spend over four months defend-
ing the left portion of the 1I Cofps salient south of the MONTE-
RAMICI hill mass, 3Xxcept for a six-wesk rést and training period
in army reserve, the Divisbn was employed in an infantry role
from the middle of October until the first week in April, While
the bulk of front line duty fell to armored infantry units and

the reconnaissance bottalion, it later became necessary for
tankers, too, to enter the line as doughboys,

Cold winds swept the jagzed APEWFINZS; heavy rains con-
tinued; and in mid-November the first snow fell, soon blanketing
the ground, Sleet, fog and mud made fighting even more difficult.
Although some Fifth Army units continued to exert pressure in
order to improve their positions, the majority were directed to
defend in place with a mirimum number of troops. Rest, rehab-
jilitation, reinforcement and t¥aining were given high priority
during the cold wintéf months,

On the right, the British Zighth Army pushed forward
with difficulty and by 15 December was nearly abrecst of Fifth
Azny; with its more successful ri;ht flank securely anchored
on the ADRIATIC COAST about 36 miles east of BOLOGNA, Several
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high-level personnel changes occumed when General Clark ass~
umed command of Allied forces in ITALY' (15th Army Group) on

16 December, He was replaced as Comma@ding General, Fifth

Army, by Lt, Gen. Lucian K. Truscott. The new army commander,

whom General Hormon has described as ! a fine fighting soldier;
a men of willpower, decision and drivéﬁ,lhad commanded the 3rd
Infantry Division in SICILY and ANZIo; and VI Corps in the
AWZIO breskout end invasion of SOUTHERN FRANCZ, Although it
had been planned that Fifth Army would launch another offensive
drive in December, this did not materialize. Probzbly the main
reasons were the pressure maintained by enemy forces along the
Army front and their threatened major counter-offensive in the
TY.HENIAN (west) coastal sector. Another important contributing
factor wns the neccssity of building up ammunition stocks and
other supplies for the planned breakthrough to the PO VALLEY
the foll&wing Spring.

Two Months As Infantry

The lst Armored Division continued to defend along
the main line of rosistance just south of MOWTZRAMITT through-
out the mcnth of November and most of December, By the end
of November all CCB troops except the 13th Tank Battonlion,
68th Armored Field Artillery Battalion ond Company A, 123rd
Ordnance Maintenance Battalion, had returned from the IV
Corps sone to division control, Most of this small task
force remaincd with IV Corps in support of Brazilian ~nd

South Africsn troops until the end of Januory. The three
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armored infantry battalions, organic reconnaissance squadron

and attached 91st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron, backed up

by mortars and a fev tanks, held the division front, Patrols

wers sent out by each front line -unit day and night to test
enemy reaction and dispositions aéd to bbtain identifications,
Smnall fire fights developed, artiilery fire was rxchanged

and cnsualties rasulted on both sides., Although troops were
issued new winter clothing, it was necessary to rotate units
frequently between front line duty and the rear areas. During
the winter emphasis was on the rear area near PRATO, where
supplies were being built up,‘@roops rested ~nd trained ~nd
roads were repaired, The latter project became a najor
problem, Heavy rains and swollen streams continued to homper
supply operations ~nd to ruin roads. Lrrge details of men,
furnished by combat units, assisted the engineers in maintain-
ing the road network,

On 24 November the lst Armored Division eztended its
front to the right (east) and took over the 9lst Infantry -
Division sector., Two deys later two cenemy groups, closely
following = heavy rolling artillery barrages, attacked the
forword positions of the 14th Armored Infantry Battalion
snd 91st Crvalry Rcconnaissonce Squedron in strength, De-
fensive fires were 1laid down and broke up this effort to
recrpture the village of LA PIANA, A total of 1,000 rounds
of o~rtillery and mortor fire were received during the day,

Throughout Hovember and most of December the Division
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faced three battalions of the German 35 and 36 Panzer Grenadier

Regiments (16 SS Panzer Grenadier Division) and a parachute-

infantry battalion. Late in December the 4 Parachute Di\'/ision
extended its front to the west, relieving the 16 SS Panzer
Grenadier Division. The Germans utilized caves and tunnels,
improved their positions, maintained aggressive patrols and
cont inued to lay down harrassing direct and inciirect fire.

Well ®arned Rest

On 27 December the Division was withdrawn from fromt

line duty and moved to an assembly area near LUCCA in Fifth
Army Reserve, preparad to meet a German avtack in the TYRRENI AN
CO.ST sector aimzd at the port of L"“,G!'iO‘RI\I.2 Although the
enemy succeeded in penetrating and rolling back some IV Corps
forward positions, “is attack did not gain momentum. The lst
Armored was not committed and remained in reserve near LUCCA
until 15 February. Rest, rehabilitation, training and maint—
enance occupied this six-week period. Of particular interest
was the training of tankers to fight as doughboys in order to
provide greater infantry strength in the next contemplated
opera'oion.3

Tankers Turn Doughboys

Then, in mid-February, when the snovi was beginning
to melt and an eirly Spiing began to aprear, the Division
returned to the PRATO area, north of FLORNCE., On the 17th,
units were introduced into the 6th South African Division
line in preparation for relief of that unit. This was the
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general area in vhich CCB had fought in October when attached

to the South African division. The .1st . Armored Division

assumna2d command of this new sector ard various miscellaneous

units in place on 23 February. The line was held by the

attached 135th Infantry Regimental Combat leam (34th Infantry
Division) on the left, CCi in the center and CCB on the righ t’.‘
It was the same story ag:in: aggressive patrols, fire fights
ahd artillery exchangess The Mvision remained fn the line
until 5 April, vhen it was relieved by the 6th South African
Armored Division., Opposing forces of the German 94 Infantry
Division continued to improve their positions and launched
two unsuccessful raids in strength. Only two eh‘emy recon—
naissance aircraft appeared and no fighters or bombers were
sighted ovar the division sector,

®arly in March the 1st and 4th Tank Battalions,
which had recei;/-ad infantry training during the previous
month, entered'the line, These tankers fought as dough-
boys and performed their new task well. Nume;rous non-divisonal
units ware attached and detached dm-ing the month, and the org-
anic 81ct Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron departed on 6 March
for IV Corps front line duty, where it remained throughout
the month, Positions on the left of tha division front were
improved when minor gains were made in the VIRGLTO area. To
the rear, training was conducted in special bridging operations
and obstacle crossing methods in preparation for the PO VALIEY

campaign which would soon follow, Italian Pionszer Labor Comp-—
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anies and hundreds of Italian civilians 2ssisted the engineers

in maintaing the division road net. ‘Throughout the month

aggressive patrols continued to operate. Thirty-one fire-

fights ensuad.

During: these bitterly cold winter months the 1Ist
irmored Division had fought strictly in an infantry role,
Tanks and assault guns were used to support infantry front
lins troops and rainforce the fires of Division Artillery.
Tankers dismounted and gained a true appreciation of the
doughboy's role. 4ction was limited mainly to aggressive
patroiling.

211ied forces in ITALY had hsld a largz number of
German divisions in place here , playing a major role in
the overall strategic plan for the defeat of GERiLNY. Had
these German troops been available to reinforce German troops
making the breaktiirough in the 1RDZSNES the effect of that
important all-out effort might have been considerably improved.
The value of NCRTHERN IT-.LY to the German war effort is in-
dicated by the fact that the enemy retained so many first
class divisions in this 2rea when they viere so sorely needed
at this time on both the eastern ard western fronts of Fort-
ress BUROPE, Despritz hezvy bombing, the industrial PO VALLEY
continuzd to produce great guantities of supplies amd eouip-
ment and provided a reservoir of manpower which contributed
to the German defense. 4 captured order of the 19 G.A.F.
Field Division points out that the mission of German troops

in ITALY was mgch thea same as that of the Allies: "This war
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will not be decided in this theater. To relieve forces in

the west, the mission of ow amies in IT.LY is to keep strorg
1
forces of the eremy occupied, to weaken his ammies, armd to

inflict heavy losses in men and equipment."

4
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CHAPTER VIII
THE PO VALLEY BREAKOUT

The 1st Armored Division once again vas employed in its
primary role in the colorful breakout onto the broad flatlands
of the fertile PO VALLEY, Spearheading a 230 mile exploitation,
the Division, in Just over a weeks time, blocked the German's
only exit from northwest 1TALY by driving beyond COMO and MILAX
to the SWISS ALPS..

The Preparation

Throughout the previous winter monthe the Fifth Army
rested, trained, and built up ;ts combat equipment for the event~
wal kneckout., Replacements and reinforcements flowed in; worn-
out vehicles were repaired or exchanged; reserves of ammunition
were piled up and new and improved wenpons were added, However,
for the menﬁthere was no let up. They plunged wearily through
‘woist-deep snowdrifts; they endured the bone-chilling cold and
dampness and the slick mud of the APENNINES while comstantly
probing and pattolling the.front in preparation for the day when
the attack would jump off and end the Italian campaigngl

The equivalent of ten divisions was spread out over
some 90 miles of the toughest type of terrain Sor miiitery op~
erations; on the west a narrov strip of coastal plain, the rest

a formidable maze of tortuous mountains. The IV Corps, commanded

by Major General Crittenberger, was on the left flank from the

LIGURIAN SEA to the REWO RIVER, a span of 70 miles, while the
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11 Corps, under the command of Major General (later Lieutenant
General) Geoffrey Keyes, was_poncentrated on a 25 mile front
from the RENO to the IDICE RTYER and on the low mass of MONTE
GRANDE (See Map5,p3gApproximately 270,000 troops of all branches
and servicesmade up the Fifth Army.z

The dispogitién of the IV Corps at the beginning of
April, 1945, as it prepared to assist the Fifth Army in the
push that was to culminate in complete victory.in ITALY, was
as follows:

On the left was the 92nd Division, commanded by Major
General Zdward M., Almond, under Army control. Next came the
Brazilian Expeditionary Force, commended by Major General Ioac
Batista Mascarenhas de Moraes, with the 10th Mountain Division
under the command of Major General ueorge P, Hays on its right.
On the right of the 10th Mountain Division, and extending the
IV Corps line to the LENO was the lst Armroed Division, command-
ed by Major General Vernon E, Prichard.1

The Army Plan

On 1 April, 1945, the Fifth Army plan was complete,
There were to be three phase lines, Green, Brown, and Black,
for purpose of control, The main attack vas to be delivered
by the IV Corps, spearheaded by the 10th Mountain Division on
the left (west) of Highway 64 and generally parallel to it, while
the lst Armored Division advanced on the right, along and slight-

1y to the left of the highway, Green phase would be completed
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when the 10th Mountain Divisidn clecred the ridge which dome
inated Highway 64 and the lstiArmored Division captured MONTE
PERO and the fown of VIRGATO, At the completion of Green phase,
II Corps would join the attack and Brown phase would begin,

During thc Brown phase both Corps would continue the

cttack to the northenst and generally parallel to Highway 64
to capture MONTZ SOLE, MONTSRAMICI, MONTEADONE and PIANORO. j
Black phase involved continuwous advance by both Corps after the
completion of Brown phase, During this phase, II Corps was to
capture FUADURO ~nd continue the attack, The 85th Division was
to follow close behind in reserve during the first two phases
and then on Corps order pass through the lst Armored Division,
During the Black phase, the 1lst Armored Division and
g the 6th South Africen Armored Division were to be organized in-
to a mobile reserve of armored units for the purpose of strik- 1
ing into the PO VALLEY at the right moment and encircling BOLOGNA,
This armorcd thrust was to be followed by rapidly advancing
task forces of infantry and armor whose mission was to scize
] , PO RIVIR crossings and to cut the enemy escape rou.f:.es.:3

! 1lst Armored Division Action

During the period 1 to 5 April the 1lst Armored Division
» conducted aggressive patrolling and maintained contact with the
enemy, From 6-13 April the Division, concentrating in the vic-

t inity of RIVOLA, conducted a training program and prepared plans
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for the spring offensive; it also assumed command of a sector
along the IV Corps MLK. The division not only mainfained COn~-
tact with the enemy by vigorous patrolling but protected the
Corps right flank,

Precisely at 0830 on the l4th of April, the day of the
attack, wave after wave of bombers ceme over the mountains from
the south., For 40 minutes the sky was filled with planes, At
0910 the artillery opened up, laying down an intense 35 minute
barrage, driving the enemy into his dugouts, During this bar-
rage the men of the 10th Mountain Division and the lst Armored
Division got set; the show wns ready tc begin, At 0935 the 10th
jumped off with two rogiments abreast, The en=my resisted inch
by inch, foot by foot, and made the going extemely difficult
for the Mountsin Division, leaving many casuerlties,

At 1645 with its left flank secured, CCB of the lst
Armored moved off in the attack with the 14th Armored Infantry
Battalion passing through elements of the 6th Armored Infantry
Battalion to attack toward SUZZANO (See Mep 5 pagelss). The
6th Armored Infantry Battalion remained in their defensive
positions along FINOCCHIO RIDGE throughout the day, At 1780
the 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Sauadron, dismounted, supported
by the 27th Armored Field Artillery Battalion, moved into the
attack and by 2000 approached the southern part of VERGATO,

For a long time the Germans had held and fiercely defended this

road junction, Now they fought back so tenaciously with small
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arms end mortars that Troop A was held up and had to await the
arrival of reinforcements., By the end of the day VERGATO was
eniered and building-to-building fighting prevailed.

The 14th Armored@ Infantry Battalion met no opposition
in its advance toward SUZZANO dbut halted approximately one mile
southwest of town to prepare to attack the following morning,
The 11th Armored Infantry Battalion had initially moved into an
assembly area in the vicinity of RIOLA, The Battalion followed
in column behind the 14th Armored Infantry Battalion after the
Jjump off,

Early on the morning of the 15th of April, C Company,
14th Arnored InfantryiBattalion, with a platoon of tanks from
the 13th Tank Battalion, launched a successful attack on SUZ-
ZANO, At the close of the day the 14th Armored Infantry Bat-
talion was moving enst toward Mount PERO followed by the 1llth
Armored Infantry and the 13th Tank Battalion, Later, the 1llth
Armored Infantry passed through the 1l4th srmored Infantry Bat-
talion to take the hilltop objective one mile e2st of SUZZAY0,
The 8lst Cavalry Reconnsissance Squadron continued to clean out
VERGATO, Troop C took up positions end reinforced Troop A by
0230, At the end of the day they were still clearing snipers’
fron the town,

On the 16th, the 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadronm,
dismounted, continued to.mop up in VERGATO; they cleared the

town before the end of the day and prepared to continue their
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advance. At 0630 the 14th Armored Infantry Battalion attacked
in a column of companies, by—paésing enemy demolitions, strugg-
ling up the steep, roéky sides.of Mount PERO in the face of
blistering small arms, artillery and mortar fire, By 0900

MT PERO was occupied, At 0615 the llth Armored Infantry Bat-
talion moved off from positions immediately south of SUZZANO,
continucd 2 miles northezst, passed through elemenﬁs of the 10th
Mountain Division on MOUNT MOSCA, which had just fallen, and

at 1635 attacked toward high ground one mile to the east, In-
itially the enemy opposition was determined, but by the end

of the day the battalion objective was taken, The 6th Arme

ored Infantry Battalion, which had assembled at SUZZANO dur-

ing the morning, followed the 1lth Armored Infontry Battalion

to Mt MOSCA and occupied positions on that ridge from which

to lounch an attack the next day on the left of the 1lth Arm-
ored Infantry Battalion drive, The l4th Armored Infantry Bat-
talion, which held Mt PERO since morning, moved northwest during
the evening in order to support the attack of the 6th Armored
Infantry Battalion, if necessary.

At 0730, 17 April, the 6th Armored Infentry Battalion
began moving from MT MOSCA towerd the next objective, MOUNT d°
AVIGO, 3 miles to the northeast across a valley. The approach
march covered ground previously taken by the 10th Mountain Div=
ision, :so the actual attack started in the early afternoon,

The first attemptswerebrepulsed, but after a 30 minute artil-
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lery barrage Company B took the hill and 250 prisoners, Company
C continued eastward to seize the hills overlooking the RENO
‘which were one mile north of positions reached by the 8lst Cav—
alry Reconnaissance Squadron in the valley below, At dawn the
11th Armored Infantry Battalion, pushing eastward about one
mile south 6f the 6th Armored Infantry Battalion, continued
its drive and advanced two miles against no opposition to
occupy MOUNT MILANO, overlooking the RENO, by N930, By the
end of the 17th, the infantry and the 8lst Cavalry Reconnais-
sance Squadron of the lst Armored Division had advanced eight
miles from their orginsl front-line positions and held objectives
astride the Brown Phase Line, Two infantry baitalions occupied
the high ground of MOUNTS 4% AVIGO and MILANO, Jominating the
RENO VALLEY from the west, and the 8lst Cavlary Reconnaissance
Squadron advanced up Highway 64 to a point east of MT MILAWO,

As the enemy defenses crumbled between the RENO and
SAMOGGIA, the enemy, forced from the comparative safety of
his prepared positions, sought to fall back in an orderly re—
treat to other lines, but General Truscott, the Fifth Army
Commander, decided to commit the Army reserves vpon their
arrival on the Brown Phase Line, to strengthén the penetration
and press home the attack before the enemy could get set again, -
Accordingly, the 85th Infantry relieved the lst Armored Div-
ision on the right of the IV Corps sector and continued the

4
mission of clearing Hdighway 64,
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Also on the 17th, CCA was assémbling near TOLE, and the
14th Armored Infantry Battalion and tie 81st Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron (mirus Troops B, C, and E; w£ich were attached to CCB)
were attached to CCA and moved to asgembly positions near TOLE,
Here the 1lst Armored Division found;terrain more suitable for
the use of armor than that along Higﬁway 64, Road nets were
good and most of the streems in the PANORO-~-SAMOGGIA sarea weee
fordable. However, the shifting of the Division to the new
attack zone to take advantage.of this tankable terrain was not
made without considerable difficulty. The one and only road
leading west between TOLE and Highway 64 at VERGATO was over-
loaded wWith traffic of the lst Armored Division and 85th In-
fantry Division and the continous pounding male it deep with
dust, To further complicate the already tremendous problens

of the lst Armored Division, the enemy bombarded the assembly

" areas south of TOLE with stesdy artillery fire all afternoon

of the 17th,
In preparation for the attack on the 18th, General
Prichard ordered the following task organizations:
CCA

14th Armored Infantry Battalion

1st Tank Battalion

91st Armored Field Artillery Battalion

81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron (less B,C, & E Troops.
Co A, 16th Armored Engincer Battalion

CCB

4th Tank Battalion

11th Armored Infantry 3attalion

27th Armorcd Field Artillery Battalion

Troop B, 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron
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Troop C, 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissznce Sguadron
The remainder of the combat battalions were with the Reserve
Conmand or, like th= 6th *pmored Infantry Battalion, were
awsiting relief by the 85th Division.

On the 18th, Lclonel Howze ordered CCi to attack up
the SAHOGGIA VALLIY opefating in three columns abreast. At
1220, CC4% moved forward into the attack; movement, however,
was slon due to the heavy traffic amd enemy artillery fire.

The lst Tank Baitalion lost ore tank in TOLY to artillery fire.
One force, the right colu:mn, consisting of a platoon of medium
tanks, z platoon of armdied infant ry, and 2 squad of engineers,
was oposed chiefly by artillery and smll gfoups of infantry.
The two columns on the left, one going down the valléy and one
west thereof, struck much harder going. The ceater force, with
the same compositions as the right colunn, reached the valley
town of SAVIGND, five miles north of TOLZ, They took the town
by 1830, and secured a crossing of the SaiOGGIL RIVER before
the eremy could mine the approaches or erform demolitions.
During the night the enemy launched three countsr-attacks,
knecking out fiva tanks with armor-piercing shells and bazooka
fire . and forcing the center column to withdraw two miles,

The left column, compesed of a company of medium-tanks ard

a company o amored infontry, puwshed north two mile's along

the SiMOGGIL where it wh2elad and struck west. although it was
some hat d2layad by demolitions and mines, the force continuzd
northuest until stopped by an enemy strongpoint about 1000

yards east of LT QLBRARA., The force continued to attack
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during the night, but was unable to dislodge the fanatical

enemy force consisting of 80 hen supported by a few tanks and
anti-tank weapons. During the 18th, CCB, under Brigadier Gen-
eral Maurice W, Daniel, was still moving into position at TOLE.
The 6th Armored Infantry Baﬁialion was relieved in position by
the 2nd Battalion, 338th Inféntry,at 1350, and at the close of
the day was enroute fo the:&;vision assembly area at TOLE,
Substantial progresgkhad been made during the day; the
1st Armored Division's thrust down the left was bearing the
brunt of enemy efforts to 'strike into the flank of the 1Cth
Mountain Division spearhead probing for the PO VALLEY. On the
18th the chief source of opposition had been artillery and anti-
tank weapons, Late in the day the Germans brovght up the armor
of the 99 Panzer Grenadier Division; and on the 19th tank
fought tank as the enemy made desperate efforts to stop or
slow the breakthrough, which was assuming disasterous prop-

5 However, there were still rivers to cross

ortions by then.
and hills to be taken, and the Germans were still fighting,
Some had surrendered, but only when forced to do so by lack
of ammunition or when overwhelmed by the weight and speed of
the advance,

At 0630, 19 April, the lst Armored Division continued
the attack in five columns of armor and armored infantry, CCB

freshly committed on the new front, was using two columns on

the left of CCA, which concentrated nesrer the SAMOGGIA., = -
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Each column consisted of a comapny each of tanks and armored
infantry, and a platoon each of light tanks, engineers and
105 mm assault guns. Also included in the column were the

column command vehicles, the armored infantry half-tracks and

. . . . 7 s . s
the service trnins, if practicable.’ The initial mission

of the task forces was to strike north and west to cut High-
way 9 and to protect the left flank of the Ist Armored Div-
ision, 4 partial breakthrough had been acenmplished by
CCA on the right, and their forces were well out in front
of CCB initially. They found that they could readily advance
due north, but vhenevzr they tried to turn west they hit
strong eremy resistance,

Task Force Ripley, (commanded by Lt Colonel frnest L,
Ripley, CO, 1l1lth iArmored Infantry Battalion), the left column,

ran into a strong point at MT OLBRARA which consisted of

strong infantry positions supported by tanks and SP guns.

They were unable to break the strong point, because théir
armorad infaniry force was too small and the nature of the
terrain rnrohibited proper use of the tanks in the eoluan.

During the same day Task F>rce Carr (comranded by Lt Colonel
Frank f', Carr, CO,4th Tank Battalion), the right column, was
able to move to P.Li7Z4 2against only heavy artillery resistance.
%s a result of the situation and terrain, thz third tz2sk force}

which was in reserve was split up. The armored infantry was

)
sent to Task Force Ripley and the armor to Task Force Carr

for the next day's attack northward.8
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On the division righ@, during the 19th, CCA contimed
jts three column push on a ngrrOWer front astride the SAMOGGIA
VALLEY., Heavy resistance ffﬁm enemy tanks and self-propelled
artillery fell chiefly on tﬁe central column, which regained
only about half the ground lost to the German counterattacks
of the night before, Whil¢ it reached a point in the valley
nearly three miles northlb% SAVIGWO, the flanking columns made
much smnller geins to atﬁaﬁn positions about tﬂo miles to the
rear and flanks of th- leading elements in the center,

On the 20th the Division cncountered stubborn resistance
all day., A surprise attack against MT OMERARA in the morning
made no headwey, but the point finelly fell to the armored in-
fantry of CC3 in the evening, Task Force Carr moved out from
PALAZZA to attack northwest, The attack initially met with
only small arms and light artillery fire, but when the column
renched CASTELLZETA it ran into another strong-point as it
attempted to turn west, Vhen the column first approached the
strong-pcint and met with small arms fire and some SP and
artillery fire, it deployed imnediately and bagan the attack.
The supporting fire of artillery and tenks was inadequate, and
the armored infantry was stopped by mortar and small arms fire
which caused quite a few casualties, The attack was called off
and a full scale attack employing all the forces at hand was
planned.9 |

While plans were being made and tanks were getting into

positions, it wos requested that the air corps dive-bomb and
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strafe the town, Artillery was registered on important points,
tanks were assigned certain ;ectors to cover with fi&e, and the
infantry were given their objectives but were told to stand pat
until ordered forward, The air corps bombed the town with ex-
cellentgresults. The artilléry covered the town and its flanks
with a very effective barrage, and two companies of tanks fired
every gun thcy had at likely tergets, After a feﬁ ninutes the
tanks were given the cease fire order, There was not a single
enemy round fired azs the infantry jumped off into the attack;
the town was taken without a casualty and approximafely 150
prisoners were captured. Later that night the armored infantry
was ordered to send out a strong patrol supporied by tanks to
gain contact with the enemy, They made contari at CASTELLO
about a mile and half to the west and established a roadblock,
At 1300 on the 20th, the 13th Tank Battalion, the 6th
Armored Infantry Battalion, and Company C, 16th Armored Paocineer
Battalion, were added to CCA, which was still moving in three
columns down the valley., At dusk the 13th Tank Battalion,
supported by infantry, the 14th and 6th Armored Infantry Bat~
talions, attacked along the axis of the SAMOZ(:iA RIVFR VALLEY,
with the mission of reaching 50 Horthing, at the southern edge
of the PO KIVER VALLEY, by morning, During the attack the force
lost three tanks %o eneny SP fire. They continued on and secur-
ed OLIVETTO, then pushed on slowly the rest of the night, 3By
morning the lst Armored Division entered the PO PLAIN, due

south of PONTE SAMOGGIA.
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At derk on the 20th, IV Corps emersed from the hills
onto the plains of the PO VALLEY with these divisions abreast,
the 85th Division just west of BOLOGNA, the 10th Mountain Div-
ision in the vicinity of PONTE SAMOGGIA, and the 1lst Armored
Division south thereof, The advance so far had been speedy
for mountain fighting; ahead lay possiblilities of even swift-
er maneuver, The fact that II Corps had smashed through the
defenses south of BOLOGIIA meant that the pursuit of the retreat-
ing enemy would take place on a large scale, with all the major
forces of Fifth Army involved in the coordinated but flexible

10
push,

The lst Armored Division effectively secured the flank
of the IV Corps and assisted in the penetration of the enemy
defenses, During the period 14-17 April, because of the tort-
ous terrain, this was done almost entirely by armored infantry
supported, when possible, by a few tanks, However, from the
18th through the 20th of April, the Division reassembled and
struck out over more favorable terrain, In the actions that
followed the Division used the great mobility and shock action

of the tanks to succeed in penetrating the German defenses,

finally debouching into the PO VALLEY.
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CHAPTER IX

"EEGINNING OF TR, m_n_g'

During the remainder of the Italian Campaign the lst
Armored Division was employed in the hormal exploiting role
of armor. It spearheaded the IV Corps' slashing drive in the
PO VALLEY and succeeded in cutting and blocking the remaining
enemy escape routes through the SWISS ALPS. These few days
were an armored commander's dream, Since speed was of the
essence the armored columns plunged on, darting and wheeling,
and by-passing eneny strongz points thereby rendering them un-
tenable, Such tactics caused chaos and confusion to reign
among the German forces, (See Map 5 page 1553,

Pursuit In The Po Valley

On the 2lst, CCA continued to attack ¢ the nertheast with
the mission of cutting highway 9 and securing CASTEIFRANCO.
The 13th Tank Battalion pushed off in the attack and upon
reaching the valley split into two colwins, One column cut
Highway 9, finding friendly forces already there. The other
column ran into small arms, bazooka, and SP fire at a canal
crossing on the way to CASTELFRANCO, They forzed a crossing,
cleared up the resistance, took over 1iCO priscuers, :md secured
the town by dusk, The battalion reassembled and was ordered
to continue on CCA's axis of advance to secure the bridge
seross the PANARO RIVER at WAVICELLO, It accomplished the
nission without a fight,

CCB continued its attack on the 21st with the 4th
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Tank Battalion leading, Task Force Ripley, foliowed by Task

Force Carr, headed for BAZANNO, Only long range small arms
fire and very heavy artillery fire hindered the columns that
dey. Because of the extremely rough terrain, progress was
slow, Dusk had fallen before CCB reached BAZANWO and the be-
ginning of the PO VALLEY, Due to the heavy artillery fire it
was necessary for the thin skinned vehicles at the rear of
the column to sifeslip to the right and rejoin the column at
BAZANNb. Enemy resistance was again encountered at BAZAWNO,
and the 4th Tank Battalion lost one tank to SP fire, However,
the column took off across country, skirted the point of re-
sistance and kept moving until dark.

On the 22nd, CCA resumed the attack ir the early hours
of the morning., One column, part of the 13th Tank Battalion,
ren into a stiff direct fire and artillery while trying to
cross a canal about three miles northwest of WAVICELLO, Some
prisoners were taken and minor causnlites sus%ocined, The
’column was delayed for several hours while new routes were
reconnoitered, Later CCA continued and crogsed the SECCHIA
RIVER without incident, EHowever, as they moved south of
CARPI enemy resistance was again encountered and several
enemy vehicles were destroyed, includingz one tank, A
#ook about 200 prisoners and sustained minor casudlties.

At 2300 on the 21st, CCB prepared to push on; the Lth
Tank-Battalion organized task .forces of a company of tanks and
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a company of armored infantry #rith accompanying artillery for-

vard observef. The missions of these task forces Were to reach
the PO RIVER, The first oijective was to cross the PANARO RIVER
and cut Highway 9 wést of MOHENA; The column moved out in pitch
dark and was unable to find a crossing of the river. Therefore,
stdavn on the 22nd it cut Highway 9 just east of the PANARO.

Here at SAN AMBROGGIA the first resistance was met in the form

of small arms fire ani artillery. The advance continued, however,
and the column crossed the river a couple miles north of Hizhway
9 and moved on to FNOJELA,

CCB ap_roached MODENA in two columns, one column moving
directly on the town, the other by-passing to the south, Other
forces on their right had already by-passed the tcwn on the north.
MODEWA was strongly held, and the column which moved on the towm
was stopped by anti-tank guns, SP guns, and enemy infantry. In
this encounter, three of the tanks were hit, and they in turn
had knocked out an enemy SP-gum, - An SF gun noved down the
road totally unaware that the Americans were anywhere around,
and groups of infantry moving westward were surprised into sur~
render, Here also CCB captured an enemy fuel and amrunition dump,
The commander of CCB estimated that it would be too costly in
time and personnel to try to take MODENA so he ordered the town
by-passed to the south and movement westward in two columns on
parallel roads. leanvhile, 2 small tesk force from CCA consist-

ing of two tank platoons and attached armored infantry, vas

sent to clear MODEWA; Comysleting this mission, after destroying

146




one and capturing four SP guns, in addition to taking several

prioners, the force moved on to PARMA and then north to the PO

RIVER, A large enemy force was destroyed vhile attempting to

cross the PO RIVER in rubber boats} several convoys were de- 1

stroyed, and meny prisoners were sent to the rear. 1
About dusk on the 22nd, the column of CCB which took

the northern.-route moved out agd advanced so rapidly under cover

of darkness that they received only a few stray shots from

utterly surprised Germans along the way. By dawn, on the 23rd

of April, they had reached the SECCHIA RIVER in the vicinity

of RUBIERA and cut Highway 9, The opposite bank of the river

was held by‘the enemy, The bridge across the river was bombed

out, so the tanks had moved into the river bed Ii2 2filaded

firing positions from which to support them,

The gas and ammunition troins which were to tie on to
the end of the north column were delayed at thc dumps, A4s
a consequence they did not start until an hour after the col-
umn which they were to supply. Four 105mm assault t=nks hgd been
left behind as protectinon for the trains, This was a very wise
move because three miles south of LODENA, where the column's
route connected with Highway 12, the trains column pulled up
behind a horse drawn German column, While trains personnel
jinvestigated the latter, a column of German motor vehicles tried
to by-pass the trains colurm, This was indeed a mistake De-

cause in the ensuing fight the Germans lost about 35 killed; an

uncountcd number of men wounded; 15 prisoners and several trucks
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taken; and féur trucks, three towed guns, and a motorcycle de-
stroyed., Ths trains losses Qere two men killed and two men wound-
ed with no vehicular losses, 3

The southern column,'had a very difficult time reaching
its objective; thé Germans had evidently been alerted by the
movement of the column on the northern route, #nd had set up
a road block to protect their evacuation from MODENA, This
road block consisted of two SP guns, one in the middle of the
road and the other in position off the flank, The column had
been moving so rapidly that the first tank rammed the SF placed
in the road, but the one on the flank knocked out three tanks
before the column could halt and take cover, By thz time re—
organigation was effected it was near dawn, so the column took
off on the northern route and proceeded without further incident,

Joiming the remainder of the force at ﬁhe SECCHIA RIVEK,

On the 23rd, as the river crossing of the IV Corps pro-
ceeded, the 1st Armored Division discharged a dual mission: CCAa,
less the léth Tank Battalion which was attached to the 10th Mount-
ain Division, assembled across the PO to block the enemy escape
routes to the ALPS west of LAKE GARDA, Task Force Howze contin-
ued the job of floeking escape routes south of the FO as far
as the TARO KIVER northwest of PARMA, CCB, after being relieved
by the 34th Division at the SECCHIA RIVER south of Highway 9,
assembled north of BREGGIC to replace CCA in that area.;é

Task Force Howze took part in numerous cleshes on the
24th, but the stete of enemy organization had so deteriorated

14e




that the frequent fights which developed resulted almost in-
variably in disproportionate losses to the enemy.. The task
force moved as far south as PARMA but did not enter the city

in the face of strong opposition, Later in the day, elements
went as far west as the TARO BIVER..but in view of their ex-
tended position they were pulled back to the towns of BRISCELLO
and COLORNO, north and.northeast of PARMA, to form road blocks
during the night.

On the 25th of April, a portion of CCB moved out in
task force formation without afmored infantry and that night
crossed the PO RIVER at a previously established bridgehead
4at SAN BENEDETTO DI PO, The next morning the task forces
were joined by the armored infantry of the 6tk Armorod Infantry
Battalion; the infantry all mounted the decks of the tanks, The
situnation was the dream of all arnored commanders, that is,
strong armored columns completely in rear of the encmy main
combat elements,

The next day, while CCAvcrossed the PO, activities
south of thc river conﬁined. The 8lst Cavalry Reconnaissance
Squadron, moving along the south bank of the FO, seized two
bridges over the TARO intoct and made a small penetration west
of that river. ZElsewnere, several fierce engagements ensued
as encmy columns, desperately attempting to force their way
out of the trap, were caught and cdestroyed by our forces,
Patrolling and mopping up contined north of PARMA nnd even slight-

1y beyond the TARO until the 26th., Then the lst Armored Division
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forces south of the river were asscmbled to follow CCA, which
hnd stnrﬁed that morning toward Highway 11 and northwest ITALY, 6

The Task Forces of CCB nnder the command of Lt Colonel
Linville, Lt Colonel Carr, and Major Wood moved out in that order,
Their mission was to advance north of BLESCIA, dropping off Task
Force Wood to secure BIRGAMO, The first resistance in the form
of small arms fire wos encountered at SACCA. The resistance
quickly folded up when the first column by-passed the towm, and
Pask Force Cerr moved through SACCA and cleared it., The next
point of resistance vas at CASTZIDOLO, where the SS garrison
of the town nade a strong point of one of the houses, The ari-
ored infantry dismountod and cleared the town, But s rmch fime.
had been wasted that it was decided the enemy ~foul. . d¢ ready
and waiting on this road,so thet night under the cover of dark-
ness thé eolumn swung. east to Highway 11, then turned north-
west to approach BKESCIA from the east.

Before dawn on 27 April, while Task Force Linville was
halted on Highway 11 enst of BRESCIA, a German column attemp-
tinz to escape to the east started to pass the column. The
advanced juard of the Task Force wisely held its fire and
worned the remainder of the column, VWhen the entire German
column had moved abreast of the task force, the command of
fire was given and all hell broke loose, 3Zveryone of the thirty
enemy vehicles wes either destroyed or captured, and an un-

determined number of Germans were killed. The bag of prisoners
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totalled 300 and causalties in Task Force Linville were neg-
ligible.

At dawn on the 27th, Task Force Linville was assigned
th.e. task of securing BRESCIA, Task Force Carr and Task
Force Wood were ordered to by-pass BRESCIA to the south, They
were to push aside or by-pass any resistance until they reached
COMO, ITALY, and then block 21l roads in the area. For this
move, all the armored infantry was mounted in helf-tracks except
one platoon which rode on tke tanks of the advance guard, The
. column proceeded along the main rood and met no resistance until
it approached BERGAMO, The airfield there was still manned by
ground personnel with AA guns so the column shifted to the south,
by-passed the city and.continued on the advance. All along the
way, isolated German elements were surprised and quickly sur-
rendered. 8

A German General captured during this period paid
tribute to the employment of the Fifth Army units with the
following stetement, "Perhaps the greatest triumph of the
period was the tribute paid by many German gfficers to the
masterful employment of your armor and infantry in their wide
sweeping drives to the north and northwest, which resulted in
the complete isolation of our forces and which we felt was a
complete departure from past Allied strategy in this theat;er“.‘:’9

On the IV Corp's left, the lst Armored Division moved
across the PO. On the 36th, CCA started north and, meeting only
scattered opposition en-route, rolled thrdugh BHESCIA ~nd BERGAMO
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to reach the tovm of COMO by the 28th of April, CCB followed
across the PO on the 27th, drove to the GHEDI AIRPORT south

of BRESCIA, and then swung west on an exis south of and par-
allel to that of CCA, On the 29th, the same day that Troop

B, 91lst Reconnaissance Squadron, found MILAN in the hands of
the partisans, the lst Armored Division consolidated positions
north and east of MILAN, CCA was on the right, CCB on the left,
Task Force Howze in the center, and the 8lst Cavalry Reconnais~
sance Squadron patrolling: on the left flank, By the 29th, the
81st Cavalry Reconnaissance Squadron had pushed to the TICINO
RIVER. The next day the IV Corps formally occupied "MILAN,

In three days the lst Armored Division, roaring across
country day and night against only scattered opposition, had
driven a wedie between enemy forces in the mountains and in the
plain, In order to strengthen the long, thin line thé'lst
Armored Division hed drawn across the top of the valley and
to assist mopping: up large enemy forces west of MILAN, the 34th
Division and the Legnano Group were moved to the vicinity of
BRESCIA on the 28th, It doubled back to the east to cross the
PO, and by the night of the 29th had closed in BRESCIA - BERG-
AMO area to block the escape routes west of LAKE GALDA, It
then proceeded west, On 1 May it relieved the 8lst Cavalry
Reconnaissance Squadron of the lst Armored Division on the
TICINO RIVER northwest of MILAN and then took NOVAKA the next
dey against no opposition, Tlements were also sent northwest .

%0 miles to BIELLA at the foot of the ALPS., Drawing the noose
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across the top of the valley left surrender as the only alter-
native to the enemy forces south of the mountains and west of
the ADIGE.

On 2 May, as a culmination of negotiations begun on
29 April, hostilities in ITALY ceaséd vhen rcpresentatives
of Lt General Heinrich von Vietinghoff, Commander in Chief of
Army Group Southwest, signed terms of unconditional surrender
in CASEnTA.zO Even then some soldiers of the Fifth Army en-
countered fire from fanatic Nazi bands which refused to accent
the dictum of their commander, .

But it wes not lonmg before all knew that further re—
sistance was futile, The recction was curious out characters.
jstic. The campaign in the MEDITERRANEAN THEATER was over;
the first theater wide surrender of the Gérmans had occured,
But the war was not finished, not even in Europe, and there
was little jubilation - only a sensation of profound relief,
This was aptly expressed by a private from CHICAGO, "This is
too big a thing. What can you say thut makes any sense except
maybe a "Thank God". He's the only one that can really under-

stand how a guy feels right now“.ll

NOTES FOR CHAPTER IX
1 Letter (Hq 4th Tank Battalion — 15 May 1945)
2 ZLetter (Hg 13th Tank Battalion - 13 May 1945)
3 Letter (Hq 4th Tank Battalion - 15 May 1945)
Vol IX, Fifth Army History, p 113
Ibid.
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CHAPTER X
SULGi“RY, L7SSONS AND CONCLUS IONS
During the eleven-month camraiga from RO:E to the SWIZS
ALPS the l¢t Ammored Division encountered greater extremes in
weather, terrain and combat employrent than were experienced
by any other U.S. armored divisjon in Vorld War II. Fighting
first as a unit, then in somewhat independent task forces,
later in an infantry role and finmally in full exploitation,
the veteran division played an important part. in the Allied

drive up the Italian peninsula.

In Retrcspect

The hot, sultry Swimmer of 1944 found lst Armored Div-

ision troops spearheading Fifth Army's pursuit beyond ROME.
They advanced rapidly, driving disor ganized German forces

into the hills, where resistance gradually increased and
difficult mourtainous warfsre ensued. Often forced to op-
erate over a broad front, the Division employed task forces
comprised of combined ams teams. As troops pushed on into
more difficult terrain, control was decentralized and infantry
elements assumed the leading role. Tanks, of course, rend-
ered valuable close suprort and exploited loccal successes,
where possible.

After its reorganization in late July the Division
occupied 2 defensive line along the ARNO RIVER. Later,it
again struck out across the plain beyond, pursuing the enemy
as he withdrew into his vaunted GOTWIC LINZ, hig in the
APTNNING MOUNTAINS. Although greatly restricted and reduced

in efficiency, units continued to press forward through the
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rugged terrain.. Refore BOLOGNA division troops foucht as
infantry and remained in that role during the bitterly cold
winter months. Then, with the arrival of Spring, the 1lst
srmored broke out of the mountains and, fighting in armor's
char:icteristic role, swept across the broad, fertile PO
VALLEY to play a dominant part in the colorful conclusion
of the Italian campaign.

The Division fought both offensive and defensive
battles. Its units conducted breakthrough, exploitation
and pursuit operations :nd executed river crossings. Tanks
were usad as artillery; tankers fought as doughboys and
troops were suppliad by pack mules in the fight against
a determined eremy, torturous terrain and abrupt, extreme
weather conditions.

Veterans Learn, Too

Varying terrain and weather conditions do not alter
basic princioles of combat, but definitely influence the

technicue of 2pplying these principles.. This fact wns imbued

in the minds of 1lst srmored Division troops. These veterans

of MORTH AFRICA, SOUTHSRN ITaLY and ANZIO learned that even
under the difficult and =streme conditions encountered in

this camp:gin basic combat tactics are sound. Ingenious im~
provisations in th= use of their weapons and enuipment often
enabled tham to ovarcome these adverse factors and favorably
influence the conduct of battle. They often achieved surprise

by making apparently unfavorable terrain =2nd weather work to
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their advantage,

The terr.in of ITALY did not favor the ideal employment
of armor in mass, .lthough restricted in mobility, and thus
somewhat reduced in =fficiency, properly employed tanks proved
to be potant weapons in mountain. warfare, When roadbound,
armor's vulnerability to anti-tank weapons increased; fighting
then was slow and bitter, However, even in extremely difficult
terrain, where armor lost most of its ability to shift its
veight rapidly, tanks were advantageously employed in close
support of infantry and, where necessary, performed important
indirect artillery fire missions. Armor also provided anti-
tank dafense in .depth, thus bolstering the infantry.

Cowbined arms teams, consiéting of tank, infantry,
artillery and engineer units, were essential to successful
combat under such conditions. Necessary attached supply and
eviacuation elements assisted in making these teams nearly
self-sustaining. Tactical groupings were keynoted by flex—
ibility of organization, permitting frequent and rapid changes
to meaot each succeeding situition, Mountainous terrain,
which is highly compartmentalized, tended to divide the battle-—
fi-1ld into is»olatad conflicts which were difficult to coord-—
inate. Therefore, it was frequently necessary to decantralize
control, particularly when these tezms were deployed in parallel
columns, for they were seldom mutually supporting., This re—
quired a high degree of leadership, initiative and determination

on the part of 211 subordinate commanders.
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The desirability of armor fighting in column, vhere
possible, proved sound. Greater fre:dom of movament in favor-
able terrain wais thus afforded, 2llowing higher couumanders
to influence more decisively the action of their units. Since
such influence through mineuvering of reserves and shifting of
fires in mountainous terrain was difficult, it was nscessary
that reserves bz kept well forward in the expected area of
their employment and that supporting fires be more carefully
planned. |

In mountain warfare tanks closely supportzd infantry
elements, furnishing low-trajectory fire and providing anti-
tank defense in depth. Tank guns werz used to deliver indirect
fire and, in some situations,crews were forced to dismount and
fight as infantry. Yhen the opportunity arose armor struck
out to seize limited objectives in order to exploit local
successes.,

Training for night attacks was essential in this type
of combat, far frontal attacks against strongly defended
terrain feztures of ten had little chance of success in day-
light hours. 'hen flanking action became impossible the
night attack was preferred and was usually launched without
initial supporting fires. The pace of operations retarded
as the iltitude increased, thus surprise sometimes could
be goined only through carefully plznned use of difficult
terrain and seemingly unfzavorable weather conditions.

The importance of enginsers under such conditions

cannot be overemphasized. They advanced with the ieading
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elements to breach obstacles which impeded operations, and

they were often rsquired to repair roads which had been blovn
off the sides of mountains before combat units cpuld continue.
‘Accurate and dependable engineer reconnaissance became 3
necessity. Heavy equipment wis needed to force major obstacles,
and hundreds of laborers were reguired to assist in the mainten-
ance of rozds.

\rtillery, too, was placed well forward in the advancing
column. In the mountains it was usually located immediately
behind the leading tank company in order to rencder close sup—
port for any action. The forward observer was located in about
the fifth tank in colu.n., T.0.T. artillery fire was devastating
obliterating previously selzcted areas when properly massed.

Of primary importance in mountain warfare was the
physidal condition of troops, who were recuired to withstand

rugged terrain and abrupt changes in altitude and weather

conditions. The soldier le:rned to carry with him only the

bare necessities, otherwise his efficiency was greatly reduced.
“hen sent into battle with full allowances ofbindividual equip-
nent troops discarded many itenms, necessitating a program of
collection and storage.

The burdens of logistical support were greatly multi-~
plied in the mountains and often restricted continued advance
of combat elements. The physiczl well-being, comfort and
morale of troops also assumed added significance..

Tmployment of armor in mass Was rare in the Italian

campaign, but importent tactical lessons were learned. During
160




a breakthrough armor should effect tactical surprise, feint
aggressively, make contact, then wheel and strike out again.
Cont act should be broken at night. Then, advancing on un-— .
expected routes, troops should press forward day and night

to reach the objective. Contact should be avoided, utilizing
secondary routes to by-pass eneny concentrations. Tven the
smallest towns should be by-passed, if possible. Kovement
must be rapid. ®xploiting units strive to get behind the
enemy and cut lines of communications in rear of his by~
passed troops. Speed is essential,

A Difficult Task ¥Kell Done

Any appraisal of ¥orld Var II operations in ITALY
must first give full recognition to the fact that the terrain
vas not suitable for normal employment of tanks. The opport—
unity to mass armor was rare and fleeting. However, when the
opportunity did present jteelf, the Fifth Army commander
took advantage of it, as in the rapid pursuit to ROWE and
into the foothills beyond, and in the PO VALLEY, where armor
was able to perform its characteristic role of exploitation

in favorable terrain.

A casual study of the mnner in which the 1st Armored

Division was employed would seem to indicate a lack of boldness
on the part of higher commanders and a tendency to commit armor
in a piace-meal fashion. However, after more caraful study,

jt is evident that the best possible use was generally made

of the lst -Armored Division. When the situation, terrain

and roadnet might have permitted its employment as -a unit
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for rapid movement, Fifth prmy was not always in a position
to do so. In all probability, the infantry divisions would
not have been able to move fast enough to secure the flanks
of an armored spearhead, The only recourse left to corps
commanders in such situations was to direct the employment
by combat commands over a wide front, with infantry units
following close behind. Had more ammored units been available
to Fifth Army, thereby freeing the lst Armored Division for
action as a unit, greater success might have been realized
following the historic breakout at ANZIO.
Testimony of German high commanders after the end
of the war indicated that a more bold gsursuit north Qf ROME
might have rasulted in the capture and breaching of the GOTHIC
LINT before the Germans would have been able to complete its
preparation and man it. However, it must be remembered that
the Fifth Army had been slugging its way up the rugged Italian
peninsula for many months, against German resistance which had
been vary stiff and, in some cases, nearly fanatical. More-
over, large numbars of units were being diverted from the Fifth
Army to relp mount the invasion of SOUTHZRN FR'NCZ. Thercfore,
it appears that the Fifth Army commander was justified in ex-
ercising caution through frequent regrouping and reorganization,
What can be said for the performance of the lst Armored
Division? Did the commanders possess the necessary imagination
and resourcefulness to cope with the unusual situations which

confronted them? Did the junior officers and non-commissioned
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officers make the most of their armored weapons under these
unusual circumstances?

Examination of the records available reveals that
the veteran soldiers of the lst Armored Diviéion are no less
deserving of glory than the members of armored divisions
which roamad far and wide in FRANCE and GHRuMANY. The per—
formance of coimmanders and men alike was commendable. They
fought 2 long, bitter campzign over fugged terrain, against
a determined enemy and under most unfavorable weather cond- -
itions. Their aceomplishments were definitely overshadowed
by the glittering achievements of armor on the Western Front,
but only because the Italian campaign lacked color until the
final PO VALLEY breakout.

The importance of thz combined tank-infantry-artillery
team devzloped in NORTH AFRICA was proven in ITALY., Here,
because of the nature c<f the terrain and weather, engineers
played an extremely important role and took their place as an
integral part of this team. These combined arms teams were
the rule. They were flexibly adjusted to mzet each situation
as it arose, Control was dzcentralized to the company level
in many instanc2:s. In these somewhat independent operations
junior officers and men improvised and outfoxsd the Germans,
particularly when the enemy thought his positions was inviol-
abla., The ingenuity 2nd rasourcefulness of armored commanders
is vividly describ>d by the Chief of Staff of the German
Fourteenth Aray in.a postwar weport:
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"The illied offensive was well planned and artfully
executed; troops fought well, In particular,
armored formations repeatedly bypassed our strong
points in the mountains, We never knew on which
trail or road they would appear. Often they

came over terrain which we considered impassabli

to amor, and would suddenly be at our flankg'.

Little can be added to this fine tribute paid armored

troops by such a high enemy authority. The lst Armored Div-

ision performed a difficult task in a commendable manner.

NOTE FOR CHAPTHR X

. ‘The Italian Campaign, by Major General Wolfe Hauser,
written under supervision of USF7T Historical Div-
ision, November 1947, Chapter 5, Section II. (Tran-
slated from the German),.
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APPEZNDIX NO, 1
TOPOGRAPHY OF ITALY
1, ITALY
a, General, (See Sketch 3 and 4, pages xiv and xv).
Italy is the size of NEW MEXICO, but long and narrow in shape.
Approximately 600 of the 708 miles of Italy's length are in
the peninsula that projects into the MEDITERRANEAN SEA from
the fertile basin of the PO RIVER, The APENMINES, branching
from the ALPS in northern ITALY between NICE and GENOA, form
the peninsula's backbone and rise to a maximum height of 9,560
feet at GRAN SASSO D'ITALIA, ITALY has hundreds of streams

and rivers. The PO, the principal river, rises in the ALPS

on the western border of ITALY and flows across the LOMBARD

PLAIN into the ADRIATIC SEA. The ARNO and TIBER RIVERS, rising
in the APENNIWES, flow generally westward. Italy's climate

is variable, The ITALIAN RIVIERA along the GULF of GENOA

ijs subtropicnl., The winters in the high APAEIINES cre very

cold and bitter, The western slope of peninsular ITALY is
warmer than the enstern side; however, the PO BASIN has extreme-
ly cold winters and exceptionally hot summers.

b. Stratesic Importance, Geographic. Italy's strat-

egic importance resulted from: (1) Its dominant position in
the M=DITERKAWEAN SE4; (2) {ts proximity to the BALKAN count-
ries; (3) its position with respect to the ADKIATIC SEA; and

(4) the fact that if offered a route of entry into the European

cofitinent.




c. Political Importance. The government of ITALY was

legally a constitutional monarchy, although in practice it was
a Fascist Cooperative State, It wnas acpually a militery die-
tatorship controlled by the Fascist Party and its leader, Ben-
ito Mussoiini, The monarchial form of thr constitution, how-
ever, was retained, ITALY's alliance with GERMANY vas a matt-
er of necessity rather than choice, being primarily the result
of Mussolini's desire to build a Mediterranean empire,

d. Combat Value., ITALY was able to maintain a large

army in the field and provide ample reserves; however, the
Army was handicapped by:
(1) Political control of appointrments,
(2) The necessity of emplofing the political
Fascist Blackshirt Militia.
(3) The lack of oil and other raw materials.
(4) The policy ferced upon it by the government.
(5) Poor morzle auring the war,
All these conditions served to mcke the Italian Armed Forces
mere auxiliaries of the German Arny,

e. Health Conditions. The diseases of greatest imp-

ortance to military personnel operating in ITALY were melaria,
enteric diseases, veneral diseases, dengue fever, sandfly(fever,
and the acuté infectious diseases. . In addition to the normal
health and sanitation measures ordinarily carried out, the
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following extra precautions were ‘taken:

(1) All water considered non-potable,

(2) Careful attention paid to sewage dispasal.

(3) Because of the prevalence of malaria and the
possibility of epidemics of dengue fever, ex-
tra precautions in mosquito control.

(4) Sandfly, louée, tick, and rodent control meas-
ures were emphasized because all were carriers
of véribus fevers,

2. 'FIFTH AKNY AREA OF OPIRATIONS,

~. ROME to the ARNO, The ARNO RIVER line is about

170 miles north of ROME. The major portion of the area between
ROME and the ARWO KIVER is mountainous; however, there are no
strong defensive lines such as characterize the country between
HAPLES nnd ROME.
(1) Drainage Systems. (See Sketch 4, page xv).
(a) Genrral., The prim=ry drainage systems
within the area are the TIBER, the OMB-
RONE, and the ARNO RIVERS into which the
majority of smaller streams drain, The
primary systems drain in a westerly dir-
ettion into either the TYRRHENIAN or the

LIGURIAN SEA.

(v) EBffect of Drainage Systems on Troop Move-

‘ nents,
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Al]l streams within the area north_

.of the TIBER are fordablé.

The ARNO may be forded in some places
in late summer; however, the rest of
the year it is unfordable,

Only two sizeable rivers, other than
the ARNO, cut across the line of the
FIFTH ARMY advance, These are the
OMBRONE, which runs into the sea just

southwest of GHOSSETO, and the CECINA,

" which enters the TYRRHENIAN near the

W
.

town of CECINA, The crossing of neither
was a problem,

Heavy rains cause sudden floods, usually
of short duration, The ARNO RIVER is
noted fcr'its great floods and damage
caused by overflow in the lower valley;
the maximum high water is during the

months of November through January.

(2) Ridge Systems: (See Sketches 3 & 4, pages Xiv

and XV).

(a) When ROME and the valley of the TIBER are left

behind the country is one mass of undulating

high ground to the ARWO, the mountains varying

Snly in height and slope. The country in the

. eastern part of the Army zone
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(v)

(c)

js slightly higher than in the west, the
average altitude not excée@ing 1500 feet,
through numerous peaks stand out above that
elevation,

There‘is no east-west ridge line of any
consequence, The backbones of the mount-
ains run more or less in a northeast-south-
westerly direction; lesser ridges are jumb-
led together, Except for a hill mass near
the coast around CIVITAVECCHIA, the country
for 50 miles north of ROME is featured by
gentle hills,

Worth of GROSSETTO the mountainous country
is split lengthwise by a ridge running
northwest-southeast at a height averaging
from 1200 to 1500 feet., About 20 miles
north of GROSSETTO the steepest mountains
begin. There is rough country for another
20 miles, culminéting in a general summit
on an east-west line through VOLTERRA,
marked roughly by Highway 68; from this
lipe northward the hills are less steep

and slope toward the valley of the ARNO,

(3) Routes of Communications., (See Maps:2 and 3.

pages 34 and 76 ),

(a) Primary Roads. Two main highways run

north from ROME through the FIFTH ARMY zone:
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1. Highway 1 along the coast through CIV-
ITAVECCKIA, GROSSETO, CECINA, and LEG-
HORN to PISA.

2. Highway 2 inland through VITERBO and
SIENA to FLORENCE

3. Five main roads-Highways 1 Bis, 74,

73, 68, and 67--furnish laterol commun-
ications,

(b) Secondary Roads, In addition to the roads
mentioned in (a) above, there is an exten-
- sive network of smaller roads, Some of the
latter are paved and all are wide enough for

unimpeded two-way traffic, which meets the
needs of the fairly dense popﬁlation and

is extensive even in the mountains, where

hilltop villnges, terraced vineyards, and
olive groves mérk the landscape.

(c) Possible Cross Country Routes. The land
is rough and in mapy places hard to neg-
otiaﬁe with vehicles, but in mid-summer,
without the hendicap of bad weather, it
could not be said to be tremendously diff-
4oult. :The FIFTH APMY zone north of ROME
was naturally divided into two sectionms,
the plein along the TYRRZHEWIAN SEA and
the more mountainous part inland to the
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ARMY bvoundary. The coastal plain never
exceeds 10 miles in width 2nd is generally
narrover. The narrow corridor nlong the
coast forms one continous lane of advance,
but other natural avenues of northward
approach are not found until within 20
miles of the ARNO, where the valleys of the’

ELSA and ZRA RIVERS begin.

(4) Military Aspects of the Terrain.

(a)

(»)

(c)

(a)

(e)

Cover and Concealment: Cover and con-
cealment show wide variation: Virtually
non-existent in broad valleys and barren
hills; excellent concealment on the wood-
ed slopes of the APENHINES,

Fields of Fire: Fields of fire for small
arms and tznks are good.

Observation: Observation is adequate in

hilly country and excellent across valleys

from larger hills, The sea is visible

from coastal nountains,

Obétacles. These are discussed in par-
agraph 2a, subparagraphs (1), (2) and (3).
Communications: These are discussed in
paragrayh 2a,subparcgraphs (1) and (3).
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(f) Critical Terrain Features. The critical
terrain features are located on all routes
of communications north and on the main
streams and d%ainage systems,

(g) Weather: The%climate is equable in the
northern part;%rom LAKE BOLSENA to the ARNO,
and is strongl& MEDITZRRANEAN, cool in
winter and often sultry in the summer in
the southern part, Roin fall fér this
area is from 1,5 to 5 inches yearly. (See
Sketch 5, page xvi).

(h) Héalth Conditions: See paragraph le.

b. ARNO to the PO VALLEY, The APEININE MOUNTAINS reach

across ITALY separating the PO VALLEY from the comparatively
narrow peninsula up which the FIFTH ARMY had battled from the
south. This mountain barrier from the LIGURIAN SZa on the west
to the ADRIATIC SEA on the east, with only very narrow coastal
plains on each extremity, extends in an almost unbroken line of
ridges and perks, some of which reach well over 600C feet in
elevation. At its narrowest point, brtween FLORENCE and BOLOGIA,
the range is 50 miles wide,
(1) Drainage Systems: (See Sketch 4, page xv).
(a) General, MNumerous small rivers and streams
course down the northern side of the APEN-

,‘“ ¥INES toward the PO RIVTR and the ADRIATIC
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SEA, and virtually every road through

the nountains follows a small valley o£
canyon cut by these streams, Similerly,
numerous unimpoftant creeks and rivers
tumble down the southern slopes toward

the ARNO VALLEY,
- Bffects of Drainnge Systems on Troop Move-
ments,

1. The streams on the north side of the

APEWNINIS are too deep and swift to de

forded and bridges are few, In the plains
area, railwey’and highway bridges are num-
erous and there are also some ferries aﬁd
fords.

On the south side of the APENNINES, coast-
al railways and highways cross on compar-
atively short bridges; nany secondary
roads also cross the streams on substant-
jol stone-work bridges. Upper courses

are fordagle during noderate and lov
water stages.

late in September the fall rains begin.
Mountain streams which virtually dry up
during the summer months become raging
torrents in a few hours time,
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(2) Ridge System: (See Sketches 3 and 4, pages xiv

and xv), .

(a) Terrain in General, In contrast to the roll-
ing, extensively cultivated hill country,
with its hilltop villages, terraced vineyards,
and olive groves of central ITALY, the mount-
ains of the HORTHERN APENNINES are so rugged
that movement off the roads is exceedingly
difficult and seldon possible. Villageé are
small and are generallyhlocated along the
main roads, The valleys, low hills, and the
lower slopes of the mountains are cultivated
with grain fields, vineyards, and olive groves,
The upper slopes of the mountains are covered
with chestnut trees, scrub oak, and pine
forests where there is soil; but many of the
nountains have precipitious, bare rock slopes, |
razorbacked ridges, and occasional sheer
cliffs.l

(o) There isone east-west ridge line of conseg-

uence, It runs from the LIGURIAN SEA vic-

inity of PISA between the ARNO and SERCHIO
RIVIRS to the NORTHERN APENNINES and is a
formidable barrier to northern progress,

(¢) The NORTHEZRN APEWNINES help form the back-

-
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bone of the Italian Peninsula and are a
fornidable barrier to comnunications be=-
tween the two coasts. ?rends of principle
ridges are approximately pérallel to the
téend of the peninsula,

(3) FRoutes of Communications, (See Maps 4 and 5

pages 118ang 15§,

(a) Primary Roads. The mountain mass of the
WORTHERY APEWITINES is pierced by only a
few roads sufficiently improved to provide
passages for(modern armored and mechanized
forces, All roads following along these
mountains are marked by twisting curves
and sharp and narrow gradients; blown
bridges over the mountain streams were
hard to by-prss, ILandslides were fre-
quent, The FIFTH ARMY battles to enter
the PO VALLEY were fought largely on High-
ways 1, 12, 64, 65, and 67 with a very few
connecting highways, (See Sketch 6 page
xviifor information on passes),

(b) Secondary koads. There are véry few sec-
ondary roads, and movement is highly restrict-

’ ed,
(¢) Possible Cross Country Routes. The terrain
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is so rough that vehicular cross country
" nmovement is for all practical purposes
impossible.

(4) Military Aspects of the Terrain.

(a) Cover and“Concealﬁent: Forests are most

extensive‘on the northern side of the AP-
ENFINES; they provide excellent cover and
concealmeﬁt. ﬁaquis scrub forests are on
the seawa?d slopes, Terraced olive groves
and vineyérds provide concealment to small
units, Large concentrations and sﬁpply
dumps were difficult to conceal. 'Valley
floors are largely barren, as are the
surmits of higher mountains,

Fields of Fire: TFields of fire were usually
good for small arms fire. but there were
some restrictions on tank fire. Shells
started nany landslides in the thin bedded
limestone,

Obéervation: Observation is good from the
higher péaks but is limited to immediately
adjacent valleys. Visibility is excellent,
the atmosphere being clear most of the year,
However, during the fall rains, which begin
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(a)

(e)

(g)

in late September, visibility is pract-
ically nil on cloudy days accompanied by
fog and mist,

Obstacles: These are discussed in paragranh
2b, subparagraphs (1), (2), and (3). For
discussion on the GOTHIC LINE see Appendix
IA, page xviii.

Communications: These zre discuésed in par-
agraph 2b, subparagraphs (1) and. (3).
CUritical -Terrain Features. "The .aritical
terrain features are located on all routes
of communipations and on the main streams
and drainage systems,

Weather: Mild winters prevail in the west-
ern half of the APENNINES, and the climate
is generally moderate, O©On the eastern
slope, winters are severe and the sumners
hot and sultry, Rainfall is from 30 to 60
inches a year. (See Sketch 5, page xvi).

Health Conditions: See paragraph le,
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SKETCH 6

o FPRINCIFPAL ROADS
4 MOUNTAIN PASSES

v MounrAINs

PASSES SUMMIT CONDITION APPROACHES
ar ROUTE n FEET in WINTER and 7 GRADE
QD Muraglione 2905 Rarvely Blocked 4-7%
@ Vvia Marradi 3000 " " Winding 4-8%
@ Il Giovgio 2900 Dangevous Dec-Jan. " "
@ Futa , 2850 Rarely Blocked 4+-T%
@ Via CJSHQ'IIOHE 2650 " " Shawg turns
® Pisfola-Bolognd 1050 AlWOl-(S Passable 5% eor less
@ Abetone 4550 Dangerous Dec-Jan. Winding 6-8%
@ FOCd di Radici 4300 ' " " " 4-89,
%CBVFQ'I’O 41[4) o " " " "
19 Cisa 3425 " woow Sharp{ums 8%
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ANWEX Wo., I A
THE GOTHIC LINgl

On 6 July 1944 Hitler sent a personal order to the
Arnmy Group'Southwest to stablize the piddlé Italian line as
far south as possible.r.This was to permit the German forces
time to construct and prepare the Green Line (GOTHIC LINE
as we knew it). An all out effort was to be made to hold a
line at least from LEGHORN to ANCOWA.

As a result of Hitlers orde;, Field Marshall Kesselring
personally toured the front snd enjoined all commanders to
exert all possible energy in the actuél preparation of the
GOTHIC LINE.

. The Rommel Plan

The GOTHIC LINZT (Green Line) had its beginning in 1943,

when Field Marshall Rommel was the commander of the Italiap
Theater., However, little work wns done in the actual prep-
aration due to the great demands bn defensive materials and
engineers by the fighting in the south.

The plans called for a series of lines beginning with

outposts in the foothills of the APENWINES, just north of the

ARNO, followed by successive lines through the ALTEWNINES proper..

The first line was to be on the southern slopes of the mounﬁf
ains, consisting of a series of strong fortifications covering
communications centers and routes heading into the mountain

passes, The second line, generslly referred to as the main

~ GOTHIC LINE, wrs to run along the higher penks and steep

rug:;.ed passes of the APENUINE ranges. The third line was to
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be on the northern slopes of the APEFWINES nnd to control the

exits and corricors into the PO VALLEY,

These main defenses were to consist of éteel and concrete
pillboxes flanked by sha11~eﬁplabements for infantry armed with
automatic weapbns. Minefields and wife were to be used extens—
ively., Troops shelters were to be constructed of heavy timbers

to protect the soldiers against Allied artillery fire and bomb-

i‘ngs.l2

v

Final Preparation

Due to the rapid withdrawal of ‘the German forces after
the fall of ROME, feverish preparation of these defenses as
outlined by Rommel was begun, However, shortages of personnel
and materials further hnndicapved their preparation, The Germ-
ans had barely enough engineers to supervise the work so thous-
ands of Italians were conscripted for labor.

Even though the GOTHIC LINZ was never prepared to the
degree Rommel had planned, the Germans found that when they
d4id withdraw into these defenses they did not have the person-
nel to man the lines, The almos£ complete absense of a lafge
mobile reserve was pﬁrticularilyAsignificant, because Rommel's
ideas for defense were gearéd to the principal of decisive
count er—-attacks, by large mobile reserves,

Field Marshall Rommel estimated that it would take
20 divisions to properly man the GOTHIC LINE, Wﬁen the Germans
finally withdrew to the defenses, they had the sirength of ten

divisions, which necessitated each division having responsibility




for a large sector (20-25 Km),

The PO RIVER was the next logical defense line, During
the winter cf 1944-45, much work was completed on this line,
which the Germens never had the opportunity to use after the
Allied penetration at BOLOGNA.

The final line Rommel had outlined for his series of
positions was the ALPINE LINE (Blue Line), which extended from
the southeast corner of SWITZERLAND easterly through TRENTO,
BELLUWO, GORIZIA, and MONTZFALCOKNZE.

The German Strategy

In Rommel's seneral plan for the defénse of NORTHERN
ITALY, this series of lines was laid out with the possibility
in mind that the Allies would make assault landings in the
éENOAFLA SPEZIA area in the west or in the RAVENFA-UDINE area
on the ADRIATIC. This specter hung over the German high
command until September 1944, when it became apparent that
the Allies were committed to breakout into the PO VALLEY
in the BOLOGHA-IMOLA sector,

The German high command in ITALY wos particularly con-
cerned with a possible landing in the VZWICE 7o IISIT area of the
ADRIATIC coast, particularly after the landing in SOUTHERN FRANCE,
A landing in the VENICE-TRIESTE area would have trapped all the
German forces in ITALY except for a few that could have escaped

through some of the difficult passes through the ALPS.

1 paraphrased notes from: "The Italian Campaign', Chap-
ter 9, Section II, by General D. ROTTIGZR, Chief of the Armored

Force (German), Army Group Southwest.
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APPENDIX NO, Il

VEHICLE RECOVERY AND EVACUATION®
In order to fully compéehend why vehicular recovery on
the battlefield as performed in the 1lst Armored Division was diff-
erent from most other armored units in World War II, and to app-
reciate why it was done as it was, it is necessary to examine
some pertinent facts rsgarding the Division, beginning in July
1940, the activation date.® .

Initial Organic Maintenance

From 1940 through the 1941 Louisi~na Maneuvers the tark
regiments' organic naintenance support consisted of a maintenance
platoon which was a part of the regimental Service Company., This
platoon had one ten-ton wrecker which was the only recovery vehicle
in the regiment, The maintenance platoon assigned a crew to sup-
port each battalion., The platoon vehicles consisted of one half-
track and one % ton truck, The maintenance section of each comp-
any was equipped wi'h the same type vehicles. Throughout this
long period compératively little thought was sivento battle-
field recovery nethods as they would be performed in combat, It
is true that prior to and during the Louisiana Maneuvers,reports
trickled in from Africa on British and Cormen 2:periences in their
desert combat, Some good was derived from their experiences as
they applied to battlefield recovery, but, unfortunately, probably
not the maximum. In attempting to forsee what d}fficulties would
arise, and how problems were to be solved when they were met in

combat, it was almost completely a case of the blind leading the

blind,




Reorganization @f Organic Maintenance

Lessons were learned, and progress was made, despite grop-~
inz and fumbling the dark., Shortly after maneuvers in early 1942
the lst Armored Division Wasireorganized, and among the changes
were improvements in the mai#tenance organization, It was quickly
discovered, by the problems éncountered during maneuvers, the one
 ten-ton wrecker per tank regiment was inedequate, to say the least,
Therefore, the regimental Machine Gun Company plus elements of Ser-
ice Company were combined to form a Maintenance Compeny in each
tank regiment, The. resulting Maintenance Company had four ten-
ton wreckers,

' There were no material changes in the organization of the
regimental Maintenance Company from Jamuary 1942 until the spring
of 1943, In Ireland, however, when it was necessary for the reg-
iments to bivouac their battalions in sepsrate areas, the maint-
cnance crews (battalion Sectioné) from the regimental Maintenance
Company were attached to the battalions for th~ first time, But,
unfortunafely, not until the war in Africa hnt .nded was the first
real tank recovery vehicle received, the T-2, a modified M3 Med-
ium tank,

Vehicle Kecovery Standard Operating Procedure

Along with prior training, equipment, and many obscure
factors which would be diffcult to enumeréte, or evaiuate, it
is necessary to consider thattime honored army phrase, Standard
Operating Procedure, as it affect~d battlefield recovery in the
lst Armored Division, Settling on a completely workadble S O P
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was, like so meny other factors in all phases of the development
of the Division, a matter of many trials and many errors, By the
time the Division entered combat in Africa in November 1942 an

S 0 P for battlefield recovery had been formulated which, in its
basie principles, worked suprisingly well. It required only those
adjustments which one must expect of not only Stenderd Operating
Procedures, but equipment and personnel, when exposed to the sup-
reme test of combat, Following is the S O P used from November
1942 to July 1944,

The responsibility for recovering and evacuating vehicles
from the battlefield was from lower units to highef. The using
company that lost a vehicle was to initiate steps to recover the
vechicle, However, if the company w~s unable to recover the veb-
icle, it would then report the location 2nd condition of the veh-
icle to‘its supporiing battalion maintenace.crew. The battalion
crew in turn had the same responsibility es the company, and if
unable to make recovery, reported the locatior to the regimental
Maintenance Company. The same responsibility then fell to the
the Maintenance Compeny, who in case of inability to effect re-
covery requested assistance of the supporting maintenance company
from the Division Ordnance Battalion, Because it was far better
fitted from thc stand-point of equipment and personnel ﬁhan
either the companies or battalions, the bulk of the recovery
work was performed oy the regimental Maintenance Company. The
supporting division maintenance companies were seldom called on
to perform battlefield recovery., The Division maintenance comp-
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anies were employed primarily to evacuéte vehicles from collect-

ing points to which they had been towéd by regimental maintenance
or to clear vehicles from the battle afea after the action had
moved forward,

Of 2ll the battlefield recovery which took plaee no two
occasions vere exactly alikes As innfactics, broad principles
did not change, but the application qﬁlprinciples to a great
variety of situations differed with egéh one,

From numerous battlefield recovery experiences the
maintenance personnel of the Division built up a wealth of
knowledge in methods to be used and measures to be taken in
order to cérry out successful recoverj missions, This know-
Yedge was cogstantly incorporated into un;written Standard
Operating Procedures, If it had been necéssary for a maint-
snance officer.in the 1st Armored Division to consult a guide
sheet when he had o recovery mission toward the latter part
of the war, it would resemble the following:

a. Planmning - Every phase of a recovery operation
should be planned in minute detail from beginning to end. No
matter how pressed for time, and normally time available'will
be limited, no details can be left to chance, As in any phase
of military operations, planning is quicker and easier with seas-
oned troops, but regardless, the supervision of the execution
of these plans is the sole responsibility of the officer in
charge of the recovery operations.-

(1) Vehicles and persomnel to take part in any

xdiv




operation must be carefully selected, The
personnel must be the most skilled %echnicians
available, They must be rapid workers and, when
possible, volunteers, The vehicles must be the
right ones to do the job,”and the total. number
employed must be as small as possible without
sacrificing unduly the effieiency of the group.
The greater the number of vehicles and personnel
used the greater the chances of attracting enemy
attention,

Coordination and cooperation are inseparable ess-
'entials. It must always be bornme in mind that ve-
hicular recovery immediately after a battle is
more often then not of secondary importance to
everyone excepting the maintenance personnel
charged with the job, thair commaending officer
and his staff. Yet, all the activity related

to the planning stage of recovery and the re-
covery itself necessarily depends upon a certain
amount of assistance from battle weary personnél
to whom the most important and wonderful thing,
at the moment, is rest, Cooperation must be
secured from all personnel outside the maint-

enance company who are deemed necessary in the

operation, and their efforts must be closely

xxv




coordinated with those of the maintenance
group, Effecting this cooperation and coord-
ination rests with the officer in charge of

the recovery practically 100 percent,

Neve; attempt a recovery mission without re-
liable guides. Operating at night over strange
terrain with the mission of locating a relat-
jvely small object or objects will play havoc
with the most experisnced map reader, compass .
reader, or astronomer. This is especially

true in open territory where distinctive land
marks are few,

Never neglect security measures, It will eave
lives and limbs to secure competent personnel
to locate booby traps and mines., Use dismount-
ed troops as listening outposts as well as to
deliver fire on wandering enemy patrols. This
willigive the working party a greater sense

of security and thereby increase its efficiency
immeasurably.

b. Orientasion - Orient every man who is to take part

in the recovery as to the general situation, the location of

vehicle or vehicles, their reported dondition, the terrain, if
possible, and the tactical situation in the area, In addition
to giving every-one the general picture, tell each man specif-
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jcally what part he is to play in the operation.

¢, Speed and Aggressiveneés - At best, in performing a
recovery operation, the group is pressed for time. Lacking
speed in both the planning phasé and the execution, a recovery
mission is almost certain to be a failure., 4All members of the
recovery party mist be esggressive, particularly the leader, This
does not mean the taking of foolhardy, needless chances; bdut
rather a very rapid estimate of the situation must be magde,
followed by positive action, The goal sought must be weighed
against the danger involved, and a decision made and unwaver-
ingly carried out.

Tank and other vehicle recovery was a very small phase
of the 1st Armored Division's activity in World War II, The
methods used were justified by the equipment available and the
conditions under which the Division fought, What contribution
was made to the over-all efforts of the Division by vehicle
rocovery crews cannot be accurately evaluated, It is certain
that they helped immeasurably to keep a Division rolling that
started fighting in Noveﬁber 1942 with tanks which were obso-
lete even then and for which spare parts and replacements were

slow in arriving, to say the least.

NOTES FOR APPZNDIX NO. II
YSources: 1st Armored Division After Action Report.

Military Monograph: Battlefield Racovery of

Vehicles in the lst Armored Divison , by Capt

Arthur B, Rolph, Advenced Officers Class, 1947~

1948, The Armored School.
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APPENDIX NO, I1I
GERMAN OHDER OF BATTLE:

FIFTH ARMY FRONT

UNIT , COMMANDER

Army Group Southwest .~ Marshall Kesselring
(Relieved 15 March 1945)
General Von Vietinghqff

Fourteenth Army General Von Machensen
(Relieved June 1944)
Lt General Joachim Lemelsen
1 Parachute Corps

XIV Panzer Corps
LXXY Infantry Corps General Schlemmer

Herman Goering Panzer Division
Herman Goering Reconnaissance Battalion
1 Herman Goering Panzer Grenadier Regiment
2 Herman Goering Panzer Grenadier Regiment
Herman Goering Panzer Regiment
Herman Goering Artillery Regiment

Never engaged by Fifth Army after ROME, Constituted a
threat during June and July 1944 by virtue of l€cation near right
flank of Fifth Army. Sent to Russian front in July 1944,

1 Parachute Division
1 Parachute Grenadier Regiment
2 Parachante Grenadier Regiment
4 Parachute Grenadier Regiment
1 Parachute Artillery Regiment

German Tenth Army Troops; attempted to stop right flank
of Fifth Army east of BOLOGNA in April 1945, to permit withdrawal
of Tenth Army across PO RIV:IR.

3 Panzer Grenadier Division
103 Reconnaissance Battalion
8 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
29 Panzer Grenadlier Regiment
103 Panzer Battalion
3 Artillery Regiment

Saved scattered elements “rom AWZIO to ROME, These ele-
ments overrun by CCA north of ROME, decimated by 13 June 1944 and die-
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appeared from contact. Reappeared east of GROSSETO 16 June.
Rapidly pushed back north of VOLTZRRA on the CECINA RIVER by the
lst Armored Division, Had to be bolstered by elements of 20 Luf-
waffe Field Division and 26 Panzer Division, Retreated steadily
and were north of the ARNO RIVER by 28:July. Held sector of Arno
Line until 18 August 44, then removed from comtact and sent to
France, :

4 Parachute Division
10 Parachute Grenadier Regiment
11 Parachute Grenadier Regiment
12 Parachute Grenadier Regiment
4 Parachute Artillery Regiment
Attached:
3 GAF Battelion
7 GAF Battalion

Retreated from BOME in June 1944, Overrun by Task Force
Howze 8 to 10 June., Placed in reserve 11 June for rehabilitation.
In sector of French Expenditionary Force and II US Corps during
fall of 1944, Decimated by end of October, Never again effective
as division, _

8 Mountain Division
1057 Reconnaissance Battalion
296 Mountain Infantry Regiment
297 Mountain Infantry Regiment \
1057 Aitvillery Regiment
Originally the 157 Mountain Division, renumbered in spring
1945 and held sector south of BOLOGNA in front of II US Corps, Quick-
1y overrun and capturad by II Corps in April,

16 SS Panzer Grenadier Division (Reichsfuhrer SS)
16 SS Reconnaissance Beattalion
35 SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment
36 SS Panzer Grenadier Regiment
16 SS Panzer Battalion
16 SS Artillery Regiment

Appeared in German Fourteenth Army 16-17 June. One of the
best enemy units, Pushed back of PISA by 23 July. Participated
in heavy fighting of APENNINES September and October 1944, Placed
in Army reserve in winter, Departed for Germany in February 1945,

19 GAF Field Division
19 Fusilier Company
37 Grenadier Regiment
38 Grenadier Regiment
46 Grenadier Regiment
19 Artillery Regiment
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Appeared on left flank of IV US Corps. Fook severe losses
vhile retreating to CECINA RIVER; pulled out of line 10 July 1944
badly decimated, Disbanded in August 1944,

20 Luftwaffe Division
20 Fusilier Company
39 Grenadier Regiment
40 Grenadier Regiment
20 Artillery Regiment

Constituted from Luftwaffe ground service troops from Den-
mark, A poor division, poorly led, appeared south of CIVITAVECCHIA,
on 6 June 1944, Quickly decimated by lst Armored Division north of
ARWO RIVER during summer, Held in reserve in August during reorg-
anization. Again hit hard by lst Armored “ivision around LUCCA,
Relieved by 42 Mountain Division on 4 September 1944, Did not again
appear as a division in Fifth Army sector, '

26 Panzer Division General Von Luettwitz
26 Reconnaissance Battalion
9 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
67 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
26 Panzer Regiment
93 Artillery Regiment

Transferred from German Tenth to Fourteenth Army on 13-14
June 1944 to halt drive of Fifth Army in line around LAKE BOLSENA;
Shifted westward 27-28 June to halt drive of 1lst Armored Division
on VOLTERRA., Forced back of CECINA RIVER by 1 July 1944, and north
of ARNO RIVER by 18-19 June with heavy losses, Held ARNO Line
near PONTEDERA until 22 August, then returned to Tenth German Army,

29 Panzer Grenadier Division
129 Reconnaissance Battalion
15 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
71 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
129 Panzer Battalion
29 Artillery Regiment

Appeared on Fifth Apmy front opposing French Expeditionary
Corps on 15 June 1944, TFought well, but by end of July was forced
back north of FLORENCE, Constitued principal reserve element of
German Fourteenth Army during fall and winter of 1944, Committed
piecemeal in several sectors of Fifth Army front during October,
Badly mauled by 1st Armored Division and 10 Mountain Division south-
west of BOLOGNA in final drive to the PO RIVER,

42 Light Division
142 Reconnaissance Battalion
25 Grenadier Regiment
40 Grenadier Regiment
142 Artillery Regiment
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Committed L September 1944 north of LUCCA to stop drive-
of 1lst Armored Division and IV Corps. Relieved 16 SS Panzer Gren-—
adier Division. Relieved by 148 Grénadier Division and 4 Mountain
Division(Italian) to shift south of BOLOGNA in October.

65 Grenadier Division Lt General Pfeifer

65 Fusilier Bnttalion:
145 Grenadier Regiment

146 Grenadier Regiment

147 Grenadier Regiment

165 Artillery Regiment

165 Engineer Battalion

165 Anti-tank Battalion

Badly shot up in drive from ANZIO past ROME, North of
ROME was under I Paratroops Corps, Tenth Army., Opposed the 1st
Armored Division in drive to TUSCANIA and was virtually annihile
ated, Placed in Army reserve 11 June 1944 and sent to LUCCA for
rehabilitation. Reappeared near PISA 20 July, reinforced with
the Panzer Lehr Regiment, Elements overrun by CCA in September
and forced back into the APENNINES with heavy losses. Relieved
by 94 Grenadier Division and sent south of BOLOGHNA to oppose the
drive of II US Corps in October, Decimated in drive to BOLOGNA
in April 1945, Remneonts of Division surrendered to Fifth Army
29 April 1945,

90 Panzer Grenadier Division Major General Von Behr
190 Recornalissance Battalion
155 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
200 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
361 Panzer Grenadier Regiment
190 Panzer Battalion
190 Artillery Regiment

Shifted from Tenth Germen Army to halt drive north from
ROMZ about 12 June 1944, Fought good delaying action to ARNO
RIVER., Fought heavy engagement with CCB around MONTECATINI; sent
back to Tenth German Army in August 1944, Returned to II US Cprps
front on 20 October to stop drive to BOLOGNA, In Army reserve
during winter of 1944-45, Committed in April 1945 bo halt drive
of lst Armored Division and 10th Mountain Division, Badly shot
up, and withdrew north of PO RIVER late in April 45, Surrend-
ered on 29 April 1945,

92 @Grenadier Division Lt General Goeritz
92 Fusilier Battalion
*1059 Grenadier Regiment
*1060 Grenadier Regiment
5 192 Artillery Regiment
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Decimated south of ROME; Rennants absorbed by 362 Gren-
adier Division on 6 June 1944 in sector opposite 1lst Armored Div-
ision, Disbanded as a division in July 1944,

*Reactivated as part of 362 Grenedier Division in June 1944,

94 Grenadier Division Oberst Mueller
94 Fusilier Battalion
267 Grenadier Regiment
274 Grenadier Regiment
276 Grenadier Regiment
194 Artillery Regiment

In quiet sector in front of IV US Corps 5-14 October 1944,
Shifted to east 14 October to stop drive of II Corps. Held winter
line in front of elements of lst Armored Division, Badly cut up
by 1st Armored Division 14-20 April 1945, Withdrew remanants to-
ward PO RIVIR to surrender 29 April 19485,

98 Grenadier Division
98 Fusilier Battalion
117 Grenadier Regiment
- 289 Grenadier Regiment
290 Grenadier Regiment
198 Artillery Regiment

Relieved 44 Grenadier Division 12 October 1944, Shifted
enstward on 20 October to assist in halting II US Corps drive
on BOLOGNA, Held line in winter along Highway 64, Quickly over-
run in April 1945,

- 114 Light Division Major General Strahammer
114 Reconnaissance Battalion
721 Grenadier Regiment
741 Grenadier Regiment
. 661 Artillery Regiment

The last dregs of the German Army in Italy., Placed
opposite IV Corps sector southwest of ZOCCA in April 1945;
routed 14-20 April by IV US Corps.

148 Grenadier Division
148 Fusilier Battalion
281 Grenadier Regiment
285 Grenadier Regiment
286 Grenadier Regimernt

1048 Artillery Regiment

Two regiments reinforced by one regiment 4 Mountain
Division (Italian) relieved 42 Division opposite IV Corps sector
on 17-18 Octover 1944, Held quiet sector until April of fensive,
Were quickly overrun and had to be reinforced by one regiment
90 Panzer Grenadier Division from Army reserve on 20 April,

Cut off in APBMNINES by IV Corps., Surrendered 29 April 1945,
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162 Grenadier Division (Turkoman) It General Greiner
236 Fusilier Battalion '
303 Grenadier Regiment
314 Grenadier Regiment
329 Grenadier Regiment
236 Artillery Regiment

Made up of turn-:coat Russian prisoners of war under

German officers and NCO's, Committed as an emergency measure
to halt Fifth US Army drive 11 June 1944; virtually annihilated
by 19 June 1944, Required support from 19 Luftwaffe Division
and 16 SS Panzer Division, Completely relieved by 26 Panzer
Division about 28 June 1944 and not contacted again.
232 Grenedier Division Lt General Gablenz

232 Fusilier Battalion

1043 Grenadier Reginment

1044 Grenadier Reginent

232 Artillery Legimant

Consisted of poor troops formed as "Labor Division',
Took over sector north of LUCCA 5§ October 1944, Remained in
line throughout winter, Driven northwest in April 1945, Res
manants of Division surrendered near CREMONA 29 April 1945,

305 Grenadier Division _ Major General Von Schellwitz
305 Fusilier Battalion
576 Grenadier Regiment
577 Grenadier Regiment
578 Grenadier Regiment
305 Artillery Regiment

Located on Fifth Army right boundary in spring of 1945;
entire Division captured by II US Corps around BOLOGNA during
April 1945,

334 Grenadier Division . 14 General Boehlke
334 Fusilier Battalion
754 Grenadier Regiment
755 Grenadier Regiment
334 Artillery Regiment

Shifted variously from II Corps front to IV Corps in
September & October 1944, Held line in front of elements of
lst Armored Division during winter. Decimated by lst Armored
Division and 10 Mountain Division in April 1945,

356 Grenadier Division
356 Fusilier Battalion
B69 Grenadier Regiment
870 Grenadier Regiment
871 Grenadier Regiment
356 Artillery Regiment
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Hurriedly moved into MONTZFIASCONE sector to cover troop
movements from Tenth German Army organizing to delay Fifth US
Army drive in early June 1944, Suffered heavy losses first
week in line., Retreated steadily north before French Expedition-
ary Corps to north of FLORENCE, Relieved about 7 September 1944;
reorganized; departed for Germany in December, Never directly
engaged by lst Armored Division,

362 Grenadier Division Lt General Greiner

362 Fusilier Battalion
956 Grenadier Regiment

#1059 Grenadier Regiment

*1066 Grenadier Regiment
362 Artillery Regiment
362 Engineer Battalion
262 Anti-tank Battalion

Rallied assorted small elements fleeing from ROME. Absorb-
ed remnants of 92 Grenadier Division for a stand north of ROME
about 6 June 1944 opposing lst Armored Division, Overrun by CCA
and Task Force Howze. Placed in army reserve on 10 June for re—
organization. Reappeared north of ARNO RIVER 18-19 July on right
flank of lst Armored Division sector. Forced back from ARNO
RIVER in early September until relieved by 16 Panzer Division,
Went into position near FIRENSUOLA 20 September. Suffered severe
losses south of BOLOGNA in October. Relieved by 42 Mountain Div-
ision on 18 October. Never again identified on front.*Formerly
part of 92 Grenadier Division.

715 Grenadier Division (Motorized)
715 Fusilier Battalion
725 Grenadier Regiment
735 Grenadier Regiment

© 1028 Grenadier Regiment (Added)
671 Artillery Regiment

Badly decimated in June 1944 south of ROME. Placed in
army reserve awaiting replacements. Appeared on right flank US
Fifth Army for a short time in September 1944. . Departed from
Italy in March 1945 minus 1028 Grenadier Regiment,

NOTE FOR APPENDIX NO. III

lsources:
Translation of After Action Report, Fourteenth German
Army.
Fifth Army History.
After Action Report, lst Armored Division.
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APPENDIX ¥O,. IV

SPECIAL UNWITS OF FIFTH ARMY

1., Tagk Force Ramex;l

From the time of its final drive on ROME until its relief
from the line north of ROME 10 June 1944 II Corps had used Task
Force Ellis, under command of Lt Colonel Charles A, Fllis, Com-
mading officer of the 9lst Reconnaissance Squadron, %o proctect
jts right flank, This force consisted of the 9lst Squadron plus
minor reinforcements, Upon the relief of II Corps Task Force
Ellis was assigned to IV Corps and immediately committed in the
area between the main forces of IV Corpé and the French Exped-
jtionary Corps on its right, The zone assigned to the Squadron
proved to be-excessive for its strength,and on 12 June General
Crittenberger, IV Corps commander, ordered Task Force Ramey org-
anized %0 assume responsibility for the zone of Task Force Ellis,

Brigadier General Rufus S. Ramey assumed command of the
new force, which had the 91st Reconnaissance Squadron as the
nucleus for a provisional brigade., To form a headquarters for
this new organization General Ramey received Headquarters and
Headquarters Company, 1lst Armored Group. Initi;1 troops attached,
in addition to the reconnaissance squadron, were:

33 Battalion, 14lst Infantry, 36th Division

59th Armored Field Artillery Battalion

23 Battalion (less Compeny F), 39th Engineer Combat Regiment

A Company of the 524 Medical Battalion

Task Force Ramey existed as a Fifth Army unit the rest

of the war,. Its troop list changed often,. When, on 31 July 1944,
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it took over the 91st Division sector, 1% attained its maximum
size, Use of the task force to replace an infantry division was
based on Allied plans'to hold along the TYRRENHIAN Coast, where
the force was committed, and to make the main effort in the center
and on the eastern side of the Italian peninsula, The task force
troop list at this time was as follows:

Headquarters & Headquarters Company lst Armored Group.
Headquarters & Headquarters Company, CCB, 1lst Armored Division
" 11th Armored Infantry Battalion
14th Armored Infantry Battalion
767th Tank Battalion, less assault guns,
Reconnaissance Co, 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion
Troop B, 91st Reconnaissance Squadron, (Reinforced)
91st Division Artillery (Subsequently Relieved by the 1lst
Armored Division Artillery).

2, Task Force 45.2

Task Force 45 was formed as a result of an Allied decis~
jon to reduce the western flank of the Italian front to a hold-
ing sector, Late in July 1944 long range Allied plans called for
the main effort to be made against the GOTHIC LINE on the eastern

side of the Italian peninsula and in the center north of FLORENCE,

On the wectern side the troops were to maintain an active defense
and follow up any enemy withdrawal, In order to rest the infantry
divisions which held this line, Genersl Clark ordered that troops
ordinarily used in support roles be employed to hold the line,

To relieve the 34th Division, Task Force 45, named for
the 45th Aﬁti_Aircraft Artillery Brigede, the headquarters of

which took command of the new unit, wés formed, This brigade
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had furnished anti-aircraft defense for Fifth Army combat units

and lines of communication, The necessity for such defense de-
clined with the virtual disappearance of the German Air Force
from the Italian front, It therefore became feasible to use
the personnel of many of there units to relieve the infantry.
Created on 26 July 1944 by IV Corps order, Task Force 45
consisﬁed of the 9lst AAA Group, the 107th AAA Group, and the 24
Armored Group, The latter units were organized as follows:
91st AAA Group
435th AAA Automatic Weapons Battalion
479th AAA Automatic Weepons Battalion
Reconneissance Co, 894th Tank Destroyer Battalion
6734 Medical Collecting Company
107th AAA Group
536th AAA Automatic Weapors Battalion
898th ALA Automatic Weapons Battalion
91st Reconnaissance Squadron, Minus Troop B
671st Medical Collecting Company
2d Armored Group (Initially task force reserve)
Eq‘Hq & Co, 24 Armored Group
39th Light AAA Regiment (British) minus one battalion
751st Tank Battalion, less assault guns,
Company B, 805th Tank Destroyer Battalion
4%4th AAA Automatic Weapors Battaliocm, {sp)
34ath Division Artillery (later relieved by Corps
artillery units). ‘ '
The time perfitted for infantry training was short. The
anti-aircraft battalions had been performing anti-aircraft miss—
jons until 24 July vhen they were ordered into bivouac to begin

intensive infantry training., Anti-aircraft artillery equipment

was stored, and necessary infantry equipment borrowed from the
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' " @4sh Division., 3Zach battalion was reorganized as an infantry bat-
talion: 3 batteries were converted.into rifle companies of 4 pla-
toons each, with each platoon composed of 2 former gun sections of
16 men;.l battery in each battalion was set up as an infantry
heavy weapons company, Training was directed by regular infantry
officers attached for that ﬁurpose.. Initial training before
going into the line was as short as two days for the 898th Bat-
talion, but training continued throﬁghout August, Troops in
.reserve recéived infantry instruction from the time of their
relief until their turn to reenter ﬁhe lines again, Members of
armored reconnaissance units moking up part of the task force

had generally been fairly well trained in fighting dismounted

before they took over this assignment. The tank and tank de-
stroyers were used chiefly in an artillery role.

3, TFirst Special Service Force.

British study in 1942 of a diversionary operation for
Commandos led to the formation of the American First Special
Service Force., The British plan called for the employment of
parachute troops which would De dropped with a special vehicle
over the widely scattered snow areas of Burope,

Lt Colonel Robert T, Frederick of the Operations Div-
ision, General Staff, wrote the strategical estimate of the
plan for the US Army., Despite his conclusions that the project,
as a military operation and not as a test that a vehicle would
master the snows, could not and would not sﬁcceed,_Col. Frederick

‘ was placed in command of the hand picked unit activated in July

1942,
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The Force contained both Canadian and American personnel,

Its unique mission demanded a variety of skills, requiring it

to become a combination infantry - ‘armored - engineer - parachute -
mountain force., To meet these unusual reduirements special

tables of organigzation were adopted. There were two echelons,
combat and service., In the service echelon were all the clerks,
cooks, mechanics, armorers, parachute packers, supply men, and
base medical aid men,

Since such a conglomerate'organization would attract too
much attention, the units were assigned full infantry nomenclature.
The combat force was broken down into three regiments, each com-
manded by'a colonel,‘but with a total strength of only 32 officers
and 385 men (enlisted strength was later raised by 50 per cent).
The regiment was divided into two battalions of three companies
each, three platoons in each company. The platoons contained
two sections, the basic fighting units, each being exactly the
seme as to strength and armament., Zach of the 308 sections
had four weasels,

With the Force so conceived it took part in operations
in the Aleutians in August 1943. By November 1943 the force was
engaged in mountain fighting in Italy. Through the Winter of
1943-1944 it <.vered itself with glory in the historic battles
in the CASSIWO area. On 2 February the Fofce joined Allied

Forces in the line on the Anzio Beachhead,
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NOTES FOR APPENDIX 1V

Fifth Army History, Vol VI, Pages 38 and 100,
Ivid, Page 98

Lt Colonel R. D, Burhans, The First Special Service Force.
a_War History of the North Americans 1942-1944 (Washington

Infantry Journal Press, 1947), Pages 1, 8, 15, 67, 87, 166.




APPENDIX WO, V

STATISTICAL SUMIL'RY 1
1st ARMORED DIVISIOH
June 1944 to May 1945
CASUALTIES:
BATTLE CASUALTIES
Date Killed Wounded MIA Captured Total
Off, EM off. IM Off, EM__Off, EM Off, EM
June 44 19 99 44 355 6 27 0 0 69 481
July 44 10 122 22 339 3 16 0 2 35 479
Avg 44 1 33 4 89 1 16 0 5 6 143
Sept 44 1 34 4 140 1 78 0 1 6 253
Oct 44 7 60 19 235 4 65 0 0 30 3860
Nov 44 1 24 12 135 0 =28 0 0 13 167
Dec 44 1 12 3 81 0 3 0 28 4 124
Jan 45 0 1 0 4 0 0 0] 12 0 17
Feb 45 0 3 1 33 1 X0 0 0 2 45
Mar 45 3 23 1l 90 0 11 0 0 4 124
Apr 45 12 96 B2 383 4 47 0 0 48 526
May 45 1 6 1 17 0 0 0 0 2 23 _
'~ TOTALS 56 513 133 1820 20 253 0 48 209 2634
WOH-5ATTLE CASUALTIZES
Date Died Disease Injuries  Exhnustion Self Wound
June 44 3 £83 186 91 0
July 44 3 976 0 186 9
Au: 44 1 725 94 14 9
Sopt 44 . 2 577 104 13 2
Oct 44 2 585 81 54 4
¥ov 44 0 370 36 48 0
Dec 44 1 34 39 50 0
Jan 45 % 594 65 15 0
Feb 45 3 246 31 25 2
Max 45 0 424 52 B34 ¢
Ay 45 3 399 114 61 5
May 45 11 482 118 13 ... i -
TOTALS: 323 5,995 921 604 2
TOTAL BATTLL CASUALTIES: 2,843
TOTAL NON-BATTLE CASUALTIZES: 7,595
TUTAL CASUALTIES: 10,433




AWARDS :
Legion

D56 of Merit SS BS

Combet
PH SM  Inf Bedire ~ Total

7 29 231 759 2,131 67 1,516 4740
PROMOTIORS1
Lt.
B/6 Col, Col. Maj. Copt. _1st Lt. 2ond Lt,
1 3 46 98 331 118

GIZHEZRAL COURTS:

Convicted - Acauitted

334 18

SPECIAL COURIS:

Convicted foguitted

529 75

SUMMARY COURTS:

Convicted

Acqiitted

1183

28

PRISOWERS OF WAR CAPTURED
FROM ROM3Z TO THS ALPS

June 44
July 44
Aug 44
Sept 44
Oct 44
Wov =4
Dec 44
Jan 45
Feb 45
Mar 45
Apr 45
May 45

TOTAL

x1ii

1217
388

24

279

62

15

7

0

11

18
29,752
33,396
65,169




AMMUHITION EXPENDED:

3% Gun 75MM Gun 75MM How . 105Mi How 81MM Mort
Date (25 1bs) 19,6 1bs) (18 1bs) (42 1bs) (6.92 1bs)
June 44 2,957 14,363 10, 622 115,726 842
July 44 3,760 12,230 9,907 111,541 4,344
Aug 44 61 37,387 8,437 30,367 13,042
Sept 44 6,457 52,840 8,690 96,852 5, 600
Oct 44 11,097 9,804 15,006 54,141 11,570
Hov 44 14,941 7,831 9,729 25,384 5,810
Dec &4 2,455 3,007 10,087 14,708 2,911
Jan 45 ~ Division not in combat
Feb 45 119 3,904 8,583 2,422
Mer 45 100 7,623 43,606 11,852
Apr 45 225 — __13.315 61,084 3,635
TOT4LS: Rds 41,953 137,681 97,300 561,982 62,028
Tons 525 1,377 876 11,982 218
TOTAL ROUNDS ZXPHTDED: 900, 944
TOTAL TOKS AMMUNITION (less S/A); 14,798

WOTE: Other types ammunition not computed.

VEHICLES ZVACUATED:
Med Hvy Lt
Tk H/T And Tk Amb Trk Hvy Tk 105 Tk Tk Tk 78M Tk
Date M4 M2 Cer Rec 3/4 1/4 Wrk M5 SP 24 3/4 M3 M8 M4

June 44 86 1 0 2 2 56 2 5% 9 23 5 10 3 0.
July 4¢ 15 © 1 0 0 9 0 9 5 0 2 0 0 0
hug 44 106 8 0 1 0O 82 3 63 5 021 13 11 0-
Sept 44 9 6 0 1 2 32 1 0 2 26 0 7 4 0
Oct 44 4 4 0 2 2 26 0 3 2 15 4 4 1 0
Yov 44 5 4 1 0 1 29 0 O 1L 17 0 3 O 0
Dec <4 1 2 2z 0 "1 0 0 0 1 1711 &5 & 0
Jan 45 1 4 2 1 2 25 0 17 63 3 0 0
Feb 45 5 7 3 1 2 24 1 3 5 60 6 4 2 0
Mer 45 3 15 4 0 1 19 0 1 0 31 & O 0
Apr 45 4 9 4 0 9 %% 1 58 8 820 5 0 8
Mey 45 36 6 i1 7 11 72 1 8 2296 . 16__7 4
TOTALS: 275 66 2 28 15 33 420 9 199 47 462 L 75 256 13
TOTAL NUMBZR OF VEHICLES EVACUATZD; 1,781

o
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VEHICLES DESTROYZD BY ENEMY ACTION:

Med Tanks 79
L% Tanks 28
Carriages, M10 11
Carrieges, M15 1l
Corriages, M8 2
Dozer, M4 : 1
Armored Car, M8 15
Armored Car, M20 1
H/Tracks 19
Ambul~snces 2
1/4 T Trucks 40
3/4 T Trucks 2
25 T Trucks 5
105 MM S.P, 2

TOTALS 218

IFEMY BQUIPMENT DESTROTZD Ok CAPTURED:

Tanks, all types 83
¥ehicles, Motor 3,129
Armored Cars 11
Self Propelled 152
Anti-Tank Guns 356
Arty Pleces 180

TOTALS : 3,911
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SIGNAL BQUIPMIZNT COWSUMID OR LOST IX COMBAT:

Radio Sets
Date BC603 ___BC604 300 508 509 528 536
June 44 15 13 9 4 56 4 24
July 44 5 0 8 1 40 1 10
Aug 44 4 1 0 0 0 1 2
Sept 44 0 0 2 0 3 0 o
Oct 44 4 7 0 0 17 0 2
Nov 44 6 0 0 0 6 0 1
Dec ¢4 0 0 0 0 1 1 2
Jan 45 0 0 0 0 0 0 2
Feb 45 0 0 0 1 4 0 1
Mar 45 0 0 1 1 1 0 1
Apr 45 9 4 4 14 1 18 1
May 45 1 3 3 4 6 -1 1
TOTALS : 44 28 27 25 134 26 45
Batteries, Telephonescnd Wire
Date BAB0 BAB9 BA40 EE8 #110 7130
June %4 10,550 734 937 69 1,085% 50%*
July 44 5,000 973 605 25 705 56
Mg 44 12,391 430 430 7 1,054 132
Sep 44 18,500 606 819 38 1,763 42
Oct 44 17,100 885 1,097 21 454 26
Nov 44 13,800 401 354 27 325 20
Dec 44 15,300 420 530 16 115 34
Jan 45 22,700 302 357 18 124 9
Feb 45 18,300 470 415 9 370 48
Mar 45 7,900 542 756 3 4 76
Aor 45 8,100 800 955 3 676 31
May 45 4,000 172 190 15 506 5

TOTALS: 164,071 6,736 7,245 251 7,623 * 529 *

*Mjiles of wire.

NOT® FOk APPENDIX WO, V

1 Source: 1lst Armored Division After Action Report
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APPENDIX WO, VI

PERSONALITIZS

Ui

Fifth US Army

11 US Corps

1V US Corps

VI US Corps

l1st Armored Divisian

CC "A" 1st Armored Division

CC "3 1st Armored Division

xlvi

————————— o 1 Aug 44
Colonel Lawrence ™ Tewey
1 Aug 1% oo 4 Sept 4%

COMMANDZR AND DATE OF COMNMAND

1t, Gen, Muork W, Clark
24 Dec 42 to 16 Dec 44

Lt, Gen, Lucian K, Truscott
16 Dec 44 to —~=——v '

Lt, Gen, Geoffrey Keyes
Maj, Gen. Willis D, Crittenberger

Lt, Gen, Lucian K, Truscott
23 Feb 14 to 16 Dec 44

Maj. Gen., Farnest N, Harmon
- Apr 43 to 17 July 44

Maje. Gen. Vernon Z, Prichard
17 Jul 44 o 26 July 45

Brig, Gen, Maurice W, Daniel
12 May 44 to 8 July 44
13 Aug 44 to 13 Sept 44
21 Sep 44 to 15 Hov 44
24 Nov 44 to 30 Hov 44
15 Feb 45 to 1 Apr 45
21 Apr 45 to 5 May 45

Colonel Hamilton H, Howze '
8 Jul 44 to 13 Aug 44
3 Sep 44 to 21 Sept 44
15 ¥ov 44 to 24 Wov 44
30 Nov 44 to % Feb 45
1 Apr 45 to 2. »7 45

Brig, Gen. Frank A, Alien, Jr,

6 Sep 4-. to . June 4B

Brig, Gen, Maurice W. Daniel
4 Sep 4 to 6 Sept 44




NIT

1st Arnmored Regiment’

Task Force Howze

1st Tank Battalion

4th Tank Battalion
12th Tank Battalion

6th Arm'd Inf, Battalion

11th Arm'd Inf, Battalion

14th Arm'd Inf, Eattalion

SOMMALDER AND DATES OF COMLAWD

Colonel Louis V, Hightower
~~~~~~~~~~ to 26 June 44

Lt. Colonel Edson Schull
26 June 44 t0 =me—mm—e——

Colonel Hamilton H, Howze
26 May 44 to 8 July 44

Lt, Colonel Lawrence V, Greene

20 July 44 to 5 Feb 45

Major Gerald M, Dailey _
5 Feb 45 to 10 Feb 45

It. Colonel Rudolph 3arlow
10 Feb 45 to 2 Aug 45

Lt, Colonel John E, Wright, Jr.
2 Aug 45 t0 ——mmmme—m

Lt, Colonel Frank F, Carr
1 Aug 44 to 31 May 45

Lt, Colonel Henry B. Gardiner
20 July 44 to 30 Apr 45

Lt, Colonel Villiam Y, Harvey, Jr.
20 July 44 to 27 Feb 45

Major kobert G, Long
27 Feb 45 to 1 Apr 45

Lt. Colonel Robert R, Linviil
1 Apr 45 to 31 May 45

Major Albert W, Phili’zs
20 July 44 . & fug 44

Lt, Colonel Baviczi *. Ripley
2 Aug % vo 18 apr 45

Major Francis % Gaith

18 Apr =¥ vo 30 May 45
It, Colonel Rovurr: f. Luuvill

20 Aug 4. ¢ - Jov 44
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UEIT

1l4th Arm'c Inf, Battalion

27th Arn'd F.a, . Battalion:

68th Arm'd F,A, Battalion

91st Arm'd F.A, Battalion

81st Cav, Recon Squadron

701st TD Battalion

COMMANDER . AND DATES OF COMMAND

Lt. Colonel Albert Wi Phillips
- Nov 44 to 31 May 45

Lt, Colonel R, J, Handy
—————— -'—to 4 Feb 45

Lt. Colonel Philip R, Draper
4 Feb 45 to 24 May 45

Lt, Colonel Pillsbury
24 May 45 t0 ————-am

Lt, Colonel James R, Pritchard
- June 43 to 2 Jan 45

Lt. Colonel G, J, Helms
2 Jan 45 t0 —=—a————

Lt. Colonel John W, McPheeters
2 Mar 43 to 19 Mar 44

Lt, Colonel Loren P. Buttolph
25 Mar 44 to 19 Mer 45
30 Apr 45 0 ——m—mm-—-

Major Frencis B. P. McCarter
19 Mar 45 to 30 Apr 45

Lt, Colonel Michael Popowski, Jr,
......... ~to 31 July 44

Lt, Colonel Zdwin A, Russel, Jr,
31 July 44 to 19 Web 45

Major Thomas O, RooneJ
19 Feb 45 to 20 July 45

Lt, Colonel errlson Xing
————— 26 Mar 44

Major Frank M, Doran
30 Mar 44 to 16 Apr 44
30 May 44 to 12 July 44«

Mejor Redding
16 Apr 44 to 30 May 44
31 July 4é £0 mmem——m———
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UHIT

701st TD Battalion (Cont'd)

16th Arn'd Engr 3attalion

123rd Arnm'd Ord, Battalion

47th irm'd Medical Battalion

141lst Arnm'd Signal Battalion

Supply Battalion

x1ix

COMMANDER AND DATES OF COMMAWD

Major Childs

12 July 44 to 31 July 44

Lt. Colonel. John L,.. Inskeep
20 Augz 42 to 1 July 44

Major Ralph N, Hale
1 July 44 t0 +=—————

Lt, Colonel Wayne L, Browning
1 July 44 to - May 45

Lt. Colonel Morris R, Holtzclaw
1 May 44 to 16 Fov 44

Lt. Colonel Jameé 0. Gooch
16 Wov 44 to 2 Mar 45

Major Leon D). Beddow
2 Mar 45 t0 —~————mee——-

Lt. Colonel Harold C, Williams
- July 43 to - Jan 45

Lt, Colonel George S, Eager
~Jan 45 to - June 45

Major Milton F, Putman
~ Feb 44 to 20 July 44




ﬁIOGRAPHICAL SK”TuH OF, P?RSONALI”I“S

:«u«~

WL ...m

Major General Earneet N., Harnon - Rellaved.conm&nd lst Arm'd Div,

17 July 1944 to return to the US and command a Corps. 3Born
26 February 1894 in Massachusetts, Entered army from Ver-
mont, GCraduated USMA 1917 as 2nd Lt, of Cavalry. Member

of G.S.C. 17 August 1935 to 21 July 1939; Army Wer College
1934;- C- and GS School 1933; Cavalry school 1921; Brig, Gen,,
(AUS) 13 March 1942; Maj Gen, (AUS) 9 August 1942; Appointed
Col, Regul by Arny, 28 December 1945

Major General Vernon E. Priphard - Reliewved 14th Armd Div,. to comm-
and lst Arm'd Div, July 1944. Commanding General 1l4th Armd
Division 1942 at its activation and promoted Major General
September 1942, Born Smithland, Ia. 25 Jan 1892, Graduated
USMA as 2nd Lt, of Infantry 22 June 1915, WWI campaigns:
Verdun and Chatemu-Thierry. Graduated FA School 1924; PMQ&T
Yale Univ. 1925 to 1929, Gracduated C and GS School two year
course 1931, Craduated Arny Var College 1940, Chief of
Staff 4th Arm'd Div, 1941,

Brigedier General Frank A, Allen, Jr, -~ (¥ick named "Honk" for his
105MY larynx) Director of Public Relations August 1944 to
Au;ust 1945, Ohio Born 1896, ZEntered Army WWI, attended
Officers! Training Camp, Ft, Benjamin Harrison, commissioned
~2nd Lt, of Infantry-Reserve, Au:ust 1917, Received Reguler
Army commission September 1917 in Cavalry. Promoted Brig-
adier General 11 September 1942, '

Brigadier General Mourice W, Daniel - Born Indiana-1 October 1896,
A M.A, Indiana, S,S., L.M., B.S.M, (0.L.C.),; Graduated
USMA 19203 - memver G.5.C 20 September 1941 to 16 April
1942; graduated C and GS School 1937; graduated F.A. School
basic course 1921; graduated Advanced Motor Course 1932; BS
University of Louisville 1918; MS Purdue University 1931.
Lt. Col, (AUS) 11 December 1941; accepted 12 December 1941;
Col, (AUS) 2 July 1942; Brig, Gen, (AUS) 1 August 1944; term-
inated 5rig, Gen. (AUS) 31 Jamuary 1946; Col. (AUS) 2 July
1942, Cadet MA 14 June 1918; 2nd Lt, of Infantry 2 July 1920;
1st Lt, 2 July 1920; transferred to Field Artillery 2 August
1920; 2nd Lt, (15 December 1922); lst Lt, 4 September 1925;
Capts. 1 Aubust 1935 Maj, 1 July 1940; Lt Col 2 July 1943;
Col, 18 July P

Lieutenant Colonel John W, McPheeters - Commanding Officer 91lst Arm'd
Field Artillery Battglion. Killed in action by "Tree Burst™
of 3" shell from 894th TD B, 24 March 1944, . McPHSETERS
HALL located at the Armored School Ft, Knox, Ky, is named
in his bonor ' ’ ’
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ALBANO (F 880 475)
ALTOPASCIO (Q 335 755).
AWZIO0 (T 885 165)
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CICIAIO (Vv 620 995).
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CIVITAVECCHIA (F 170 890)
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COLOWWA
COLORO
COoMO
. COTOWIANO
FAZNZA
FATT QUERCETO
FIKENZUOLA
FLORENCE
FONDERIA
FOSINI
FORTE DEI MARMI
FROSIZI

CECCHIO
FUTA PASS
GASELLINO
GATTZRA
GENOA
GERFALCO
GIUHNCARICO
GHEDI
GORIZIA
GRIZZANA
GROSSZTTO
IL BZLAGAIO
IL GIOGO PASS
IMOLA
ISOLA FARWISSE
LA BACCHZTTOWCINA
LA COLCWNA
LAGOKI
LAKE SOLSENA
LAKZ RACCIANO
LAKE GAHDA

AKT MASSA CIUCCOLI

La¥E VICO
LAHA
LASUVIO
LA FIAKA
LA SPEZIA
LEGHORY (LIVORWO)
LEZRE
LUcCA
LUCCHIO
- LUEIAWO
MAGLIANO
MANZIANA
MARANO
MASSA MARITTIMA
MAZZOLA

59¢)
000)
030)
105)
240;
195
065)
620)
775)
030)
930)
060)
655)
045)
925)
245)
ans5)
000)
830)
530)
065)
230)
660)
925)
985)
320)
815)
285)
850)
040)
400)
900)
600 )
780)
140)
940)
420)
289)
100)
470)
259)
785)
995)
960)
470)
940)
190C)
89C)
250)




MELETA
MENSAVELLO
MELSANO
MIEMO

MILAKO
MODENA
MOL, BADII
MONFALCONE
MONTE ADONE -
MONTE ALBANO
MOWTZ ALTO
MONTE BATTAGLIA
MONTS CASTELLI
MONTECATINI
MOWTE CUCCO
MOWTZ D' AVIGO
LOWTEF TASCONE
HOWTEGHMOLI
MOKTE GRANDE
MONTEGUIDI
MOKTE LA FINB
MONTE LIGUANA
MONTE MASSI
MONTE MILAKO
MONTE MOSCA
MOWTE OMBRARO
MONTZ PERO
MONTE PESCALI
MONTS PISANO
HONTERAMICI
HOWTZROS I
MOETEKOTOLDO
HOWTE SCLE
MOHTI CTAH
MOWTITRI
NOWT T §GEGHOLI
NAVICELLO
HOVARA
OLIVETTO
ORIOLO HOMANO
ORTE :
OSTZRIA

OSTZRIA FIHOCCHIO
- PATULE @i FUCECCEIO

PAGAKICO
PALAZZ0

. PARMA
PAURAIO
PENTOLINA
PEROLLA
PESCIA

(Vv 608

(qQ 644
{Q 620
(Q 305
(K 250
(L 560
(V475

(H 630
(L 845

(L-225

(v 670
(3 060
(Q 535

(q 370

(F 250
(L 754
(A 380
(g 400
(7 979
(Q 565
(L 960
(qQ 375
(Vv 610
(L 745
(L 698
(L 625
(L 884
E 625
(¢ 240
(L 840
(4 605
(q =50
(L 775
(v 710
(v 570
(Q 605
(L 625
(J 790
(L 720
(F 460
(A 680
(Vv 670
(F 915
(Q 435
(B 765
(L 635
(L 090
(Q 650
(Q 705
(v 300

(Q 340

870)
273)
165)
305.)
650)
660)
885)
210)
325)

155)

875)
185)
135)
280)
820)
223)
£80)
215)
230)
160)
160)
940)
920)
304)
307)
360)
279)
795)
650)
280)
010)
000)
273)
980)
980)
085)
680)
650)
465)
a70)
290)
955)
640)
750)
845)
220)
860)
235)
050)
550 )
85C)



_PTACENZA

PLANORO
PIERAZZI

PIEVE

PISA

EISTOIA

POD LAMA
POMARANCE
PONTE a MOLIANA
PONTZDZRA
PONTZ GIHORI
PONTE SaMOGGIA
PONTE SAN PIZTRO
PORUITTA
PRADUKO

FRATA

PRATO
RADICONDOLI
RADICCSA DPASS
HAVENWA
REGGIO

RIMINI

RIOLA
ROCCASTRADA
ROME
RCNCIGLIOWE
RUBIZRA

SACCA

SALINE
SAMOGGIA -

SAN BZEZDITTIO di PO

SAN DALMAZIO
SAF i GAVORRANO
SAN GODIFZO PASS
SANLORENZO
SANTUOROCE
SARTEANO

SASSO
SASSOFOLTI
SAVIGNO

SCALVAIA
SEGROMIGKC

SESTO

SILLA

SOLAIO

SORIANO

SUS AKO

TARTUINIA

TATTI
TIVOLI

liv

718 165)
875 3453
800 865)
675 175)
080 650 )
530 875)
510 165)
455 170)
220 865)
380 580)
355 225)
735 560.)
150 805)
575 125)
805 375)
545 935)
670 820)
600 135)
875 125)
670 375)
335 740 )
850 975)
634 240)
685 835)
750 655)
530 115)
450 675)
385 320)
425 245)
660 370)
580 095)
510 135)
498 877)
085 855
5:0 095)
405 640)
255 890)

. 455 035)

645 855)
670 270)
680 940)
270 815)
750 765)
580 150)
535 070)
540 260)
673 270)
145 075)
575 855)
000 745)




TOLE
TOXUITLLA
TCH. SATIZNZA
TRAVALZ
TRINTO
TRIESTE
UDINE
VAGCINA
VALMONTONE
VEIAWO
VEWICE
VEETO
VIRGATO
VERKIO
VETRALLA
VIAREGGIO
VILLA BASILICA
VITERS0
VOLTIRRA
ZOCCA
TUSCANTA

-

(v
(F
(q
(A
("

(7

(6-

(¢

655
680
840
570
770
820
410
420
100
125
635"

(q 560

(L
(L
(4
(U
(Q
(A
(Q
(L
(A

698
725
390
975
310
440
450
610
250

320)
920)
665)
025)
245)
720)
200)
760)
535)
040)
510)
255)
257)
050)
150)
830)
880)
255)
280)
340 )
260)
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